
Hunt by Written Permission – This includes private lands where a landowner or organization voluntarily open 
their land to public hunting on a contact-for-permission basis. Hunt by Written Permission requires the hunter 
to contact the Landowner and meet in person to obtain written permission to hunt that property. Written per-
mission is validated by the possession of a written slip, provided to the hunter by the landowner. The Depart-
ment provides these slips to the landowner at no cost. The Hunt by Written Permission program allows for the 
greatest flexibility for landowners and is our most widely used access program. 

Hunt by Reservation – This component of the private lands program launched in 2013. It is attractive to many 
landowners and organizations because it allows access to specific reservation and hunter information via a 
landowner portal. The Hunt by Reservation program is managed through an online registration system where 
hunters create an account in order to reserve available properties. The Hunt by Reservation program allows 
landowners to manage hunting on their lands, without direct contact with hunters. 

Feel Free to Hunt – This includes private lands where the Department has a management agreement with the 
landowner or organization to provide public access for hunting with minimal restrictions. This type of agree-
ment provides the most open and unrestricted type of access for the public. Many Feel Free to Hunt properties 
house a wide variety of small game and big game species and provide ample hunting opportunity. 

Register to Hunt – This includes private lands where the Department has a management agreement with the 
landowner or organization to regulate hunting access by on-site registration. Hunters are required to sign in 
using a registration slip found near the designated parking area. Parking is usually limited for these properties, 
to limit the number of hunters. 
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