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MENTORED YOUTH TROUT DAY
March 29 (Statewide)

FISH-FOR-FREE DAYS
‘ . May 25 and July 4

TROUT OPENER April 5 statewide
~FishandBoat.com
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For More Information:

Headquarters

1601 Elmerton Avenue

P.O. Box 67000

Harrisburg, PA 17106-7000
Phone: 717-705-7800
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 814-359-5110
Monday through Friday

Centre Region Office
595 East Rolling Ridge Drive ~ Phone: 1-800-838-4431
Bellefonte, PA 16823

Lobby Phone: 814-359-5124
Fisheries Admin. Phone:

Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Fishing Licenses:

Boat Registration/Titling:
Phone: 866-262-8734

Publications:
Phone: 717-705-7835

Monday through Friday

Boating Safety
Education Courses
Phone: 888-723-4741

e X o

fishandboat.com/socialmedia

Region Offices: Law Enforcement/Education

Contact Law Enforcement for information about regulations and fishing and boating
opportunities. Contact OQutreach and Education for information about fishing and boating
programs and boating safety education.

Northwest Region

11528 State Highway 98, Meadville, PA 16335
Law Enforcement:
814-337-0444 814-336-2426

Fax 814-337-0579 Fax 814-337-0579
Counties: Butler, Clarion, Crawford, Erie,
Forest, Lawrence, Mercer, Venango, Warren

Southwest Region

236 Lake Road, Somerset, PA 15501
Law Enforcement:
814-445-8974 814-443-9841

Fax 814-445-3497 Fax 814-445-3497
Counties: Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver,
Cambria, Fayette, Greene, Indiana, Somerset,
Washington, Westmoreland

Northcentral Region
595 East Rolling Ridge Drive
Bellefonte, PA 16823
Law Enforcement:
814-359-5250 814-359-5127
Fax 814-359-5254 Fax 814-359-5153
Counties: Cameron, Centre, Clearfield,
Clinton, Elk, Jefferson, Lycoming, McKean,
Montour, Northumberland, Potter, Snyder,
Tioga, Union

Outreach and Education:

Outreach and Education:

Outreach and Education:

Southcentral Region

1704 Pine Road, Newville, PA 17241

Law Enforcement: Outreach and Education:
717-486-7087 717-705-7919

Fax 717-486-8227 Fax 717-705-7831
Counties: Adams, Bedford, Blair, Cumberland,
Dauphin, Franklin, Fulton, Huntingdon,
Juniata, Lebanon, Mifflin, Perry, York

Northeast Region

5566 Main Road, Sweet Valley, PA 18656

Law Enforcement: Outreach and Education:
570-477-5717 570-477-2206

Fax 570-477-3221

Counties: Bradford, Carbon, Columbia,
Lackawanna, Luzerne, Monroe, Pike, Sullivan,
Susquehanna, Wayne, Wyoming

Southeast Region

P.O. Box 9, Elm, PA 17521

Law Enforcement: Outreach and Education:
717-626-0228 215-968-3631

Fax 717-626-0486

Counties: Berks, Bucks, Chester, Delaware,
Lancaster, Lehigh, Montgomery,
Northampton, Philadelphia, Schuylkill

Office hours from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. If you see anything suspected to be pollution, a

disturbance or poaching on any waterway, regardless of how seemingly insignificant, report it immediately by calling
the local PFBC Region Law Enforcement office listed above during business hours or call the PFBC toll-free hotline:
855-Fish-Kil to leave a message. A pollution or disturbance may also be reported to the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection at 1-800-541-2050 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week).

State Fish Hatcheries

Bellefonte
1115 Spring Creek Road
Bellefonte, PA 16823
814-355-3371

«Corry
13365 Route 6
Corry, PA 16407
814-664-2122

«Benner Spring
1735 Shiloh Road
State College, PA 16801
814-355-4837

«Huntsdale*
195 Lebo Road
Carlisle, PA 17013
717-486-3419

eFairview eLinesville*
2000 Lohrer Road 13300 Hartstown Road
PO. Box 531 Linesville, PA 16424

Fairview, PA 16415
814-474-1514

814-683-4451

eReynoldsdale*
162 Fish Hatchery Road
New Paris, PA 15554
814-839-2211

«Tionesta
172 Fish Hatchery Lane

*Oswayo
96 State Route 244 East
Coudersport, PA 16915
814-698-2102

«Pleasant Gap
450 Robinson Lane
Bellefonte, PA 16823 Tionesta, PA 16353
814-359-5132 814-755-3524

oPleasant Mount «Tylersville
229 Great Bend Turnpike 43 Hatchery Lane
Pleasant Mount, PA 18453 Loganton, PA 17747
570-448-2101 570-725-3965

* Includes visitor center. Visitors are welcome from

8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. daily.

Groups should make advance arrangements.

The mission of the Pennsylvania
Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC)
is to protect, conserve and enhance
the Commonwealth’s aquatic
resources, and provide fishing and

boating opportunities.
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FISHING LICENSES

Fishing Licenses

Fishing licenses are sold by license issuing
agents through an electronic point-of-sale
(P.0.S.) system. This system brings increased
efficiency, more options and easier upgrades
for anglers. Fishing licenses are sold online.

A current license, on their person, is required
of persons age 16 and over to fish or angle for
any species of fish and to take fishbait, baitfish
and species of amphibians and reptiles from
Commonwealth waters by those legal methods
described in this booklet.

FISHING is defined as the act of angling, or to
catch, take, kill or remove, or the attempt to catch,
take, kill or remove, from any waters or other
areas within or bordering this Commonwealth
any fish by any means or method for any purpose
whatsoever. CASTING and/or RETRIEVING,
whether by rod, reel and line, or by handline, for
oneself or for others, requires a current license,
unless specifically exempted by law. See “As-
sistance to Children” on page 8 for specifics on
when a license is required when assisting a child
(15 years of age and under).

OBTAIN YOUR LICENSE:

a) at more than 700 license-issuing agents

b) at county treasurers

¢) at PFBC offices

d) at HuntFish.PA.gov

Lost fishing licenses or replacements — A lost
fishing license can be replaced at any issuing agent
at cost or reprinted online for free. All replacement
licenses include permits or privileges previously
purchased by the customer. The total cost for a
replacement license and previously purchased
permits or privileges that were printed on the
base license is $6.97.

You qualify for a RESIDENT fishing license
ifyou are abona fide resident of Pennsylvania.
When purchasing a resident fishing license, you
must show positive proof of permanent residency
by presenting one of the following documents:

a) valid Pennsylvania driver’s license

b) valid non-driver photo identification card

¢) previous year’s Pennsylvania state income
tax return showing proof of payment of per-
sonal income tax as a resident of Pennsylvania

d) previous year’slocal earned income tax return
showing tax paid to a Pennsylvania municipality

e) acurrent Pennsylvania voter registration card

Allissued resident fishing licenses will remain
valid for the year or years for which issued,
regardless of whether the license holder is no
longer a bona fide Pennsylvania resident.

National Guard and Armed Forces Reserve
licenses are available only at the PFBC and county
treasurers to those persons who provide docu-
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mentation that within the previous 24 months
the person was deployed overseas as a member
of the reserve component of the armed forces for
a period of 60 consecutive days or more or was
released early from service because of an injury
or disease incurred in the line of duty.

POW licenses are available to persons who
provide military documentation stating the person
is a former Prisoner Of War. Initial licenses are
available only at the PFBC and county treasurers.
After providing verification of eligibility, annual
licenses may then be obtained at any issuing agent
or online.

Senior resident and senior lifetime licenses

are available to those persons at anytime during
the year in which they will become age 65.
« Persons who possess a SENIOR RESIDENT
LIFETIME license dated before January 1, 1991
are not required to purchase a trout permit. How-
ever, a Senior Resident Lifetime license holder who
purchased a trout permit or a Combination trout/
Lake Erie permit before January 1, 2015, remains
exempt from the requirement to purchase a trout
permit annually.

Disabled Veterans Licenses — Any disabled
veteran who has a disability incurred in any war
or armed conflict that consists of the loss of one
or more limbs or the loss of use of one or more
limbs, or total blindness, or who is 100 percent
disabled as certified by the United States Veterans
Administration and is a resident of this Com-
monwealth may obtain a free resident fishing
license upon application to the Commission or
county treasurers. After providing verification of
eligibility, annual licenses may then be obtained
at any issuing agent or online.

Disabled Veterans Reduced Licenses — Any
disabled veteran who has a disability incurred in
any war or armed conflict who is between 60 and
99 percent disabled as certified by the United States
Veterans Administration and is a resident of this
Commonwealth may initially obtain a reduced
fee resident fishing license upon application to
the PFBC or county treasurers. After providing
verification of eligibility, annual licenses may
then be obtained at any issuing agent or online.

Military personnel are required to purchase
a fishing license. Those who are stationed in
Pennsylvania under permanent change of station
(PCS) orders for a duration of 6 months or more,
who produce documentation proving the same,
qualify for a resident fishing license. All others
must obtain a tourist or non-resident license.

Certain active duty military personnel are exempt
from Pennsylvania’s fishing license requirement.
To be eligible for the military waiver, an angler
must be a bona fide Pennsylvania resident, be on
active duty, be stationed outside Pennsylvania and

be here on authorized leave. While in the act of
fishing, the military personnel must carry proof
of each of these requirements, such as a Penn-
sylvania driver’ license, a military ID and valid
military orders showing the place of assignment
and leave status.

Under the law, a qualifying soldier, sailor, airman
or Marine does not receive a free Pennsylvania
fishing license. Instead, eligible active duty mili-
tary personnel can legally fish without a license
under the limited circumstances outlined in the
law. They must have on their person while fishing
evidence of Commonwealth residency, proof of
their assignment to a facility outside this Com-
monwealth and a copy of their orders assigning
them to temporary leave.

The law does not exempt military personnel on
leave from any other requirements of fishing or
boating laws and regulations.

Students from out of state who are attending
school in Pennsylvania but who have not become
residents of Pennsylvania are not eligible to pur-
chase aresident license and must obtain a tourist
or Non-Resident PA Student fishing license.

Social Security Number requirements - Since
1998, federal and state laws require purchasers
of a Pennsylvania fishing license to provide their
Social Security Number when applying to purchase
a fishing license.

Vouchers - A voucher may be purchased as a
gift for another individual that can be redeemed
for a license and/or permit. A voucher may be
redeemed at any issuing agent. The voucher is non-
refundable and expires as noted. A voucher is not
afishing license and individuals using a voucher to
fish are in violation of the Fish and Boat Code and
may be subject to legal action. Ind1V1duals w1sh
ing to purchase vouchers for [
holiday presents need to wait
until December 1 of that year
before purchasing a voucher.

1-Day Tourist and 1-Day Resident llcenses -
1-Day Tourist and 1-Day Resident licenses are not
valid for fishing during the period from March 15 to
April 30 of any year. 1-Day Tourist or 1-Day Resident
licenses issued to be used on March 14 will expire
at 11:59 p.m. on March 14, regardless of what time
the license begins.

POSSESSION AND DISPLAY OF LICENSES
The license shall be kept about the person
while fishing and shown upon the request of
any waterways or other officer designated by
the Commission. In addition to showing the
license to the officer, the holder thereof shall,
upon demand, establish further identification
to the satisfaction of the officer by producing
some other positive means of identification.

Pennsylvania Fishing Summary



PERMITS

TROUT PERMIT

A current Pennsylvania
trout permit is required to
fish for trout in Pennsylvania
waters. Permits are printed
on the license. An angler “fishes for trout” when
the angler:

« Takes, kills or possesses, while in the act of
fishing, a trout from any Pennsylvania or bound-
ary waters.

« Fishes in waters under special trout regulations.

« Fishes in any Class A Wild Trout Waters or
Wilderness Trout Streams or their tributaries.

« Fishes in any streams and rivers designated as
stocked trout waters on February 17 through May 31.
(See page 10).

PERMIT EXEMPTIONS: The following
persons are NOT required to possess a trout
permit or Lake Erie permit:

« Persons under 16 years of age.

« Disabled persons and other individuals who
are exempt from fishing license requirements,
or who are authorized to fish using an
institutional license.

« Persons who possess a 1-Day Tourist license.

LAKE ERIE PERMIT

All anglers fishing in
the waters of Lake Erie,
Presque Isle Bay and their
tributaries including waters that flow into those
tributaries are required to possess a valid Lake
Erie permit or Combination trout/Lake Erie
permit. See page 14 for a list of main tributaries
that require a permit.

COMBINATION
TROUT LAKE ERIE
PERMIT

In many cases, an angler may need both a trout
permit and a Lake Erie permit to fish in waters
in the Erie area. Rather than purchasing these
individually, a combination Trout Lake Erie permit
may be purchased.

CHARTER BOAT/
FISHING GUIDE PERMITS

Charter boat operators and fishing guides are
required to obtain a permit when conducting
business on the waters of the Commonwealth
including the boundary waters. The annual fee for
the permit is $101.97 for residents and $401.97
for non-residents. Pricing includes issuing agent
fee of $1.00 and $0.97 transaction fee.

Pennsylvania Fishing Summary

For permit application and issuance
of Charter Boat/Fishing Guide permits:

HuntFish.PA.gov

For additional information about Charter Boat/
Fishing Guide permits, contact the Bureau of Law
Enforcement at 717-705-7861.

ANGLERS:
To find a charter boat operator or fishing guide
for a fish species or location you wish to fish, go
to the Commission’s website.

MULTI-YEAR FISHING LICENSES

A 3-year fishing license is valid through 2027,
a 5-year fishing license is valid through 2029, and
a 10-year fishing license is valid through 2034.
Customers who buy multi-year licenses save money
by not having to pay agent/transaction fees each
year. Anglers can also purchase multi-year trout,
Lake Erie and combo permits and experience
similar savings or purchase single year trout, Lake
Erie and combo permits.

VOLUNTARY PERMITS

Voluntary Permits are designed to help maintain
funding levels for several key fishing-related pro-
grams. Revenues generated from the sale of these
permits will be reinvested into the Habitat/Water-
ways Conservation, Musky, Wild Trout & Enhanced
Waters or Bass programs. The Wild Trout & En-
hanced Waters Permit does not meet the require-
ment to fish for trout in Pennsylvania waters.

VOLUNTARY YOUTH
FISHING LICENSE

To participate in a Mentored Youth Fishing Day,
anglers 16 years of age or older (adult anglers) must
possess a valid Pennsylvania fishing license and
be accompanied by a youth (less than 16 years of
age) who has obtained a Mentored Youth Permit
OR a Voluntary Youth Fishing License. In addi-
tion to a valid fishing license, the adult angler
(mentor) must posses a valid trout permit when
the Mentored Youth Fishing Day relates to trout.
While mentors will be permitted to fish for trout,
they are not permitted to harvest trout and must
release them unharmed. Youth may harvest up to
two trout (combined species) with a minimum
size of 7 inches. All other Commonwealth Inland
Water Regulations apply.

« The Mentored Youth Permit is free, and the
Voluntary Youth Fishing License is $2.97 ($1.00
cost plus $1.97 in agent/transaction fee).

« While both the permit and the Voluntary
Youth Fishing License provide the opportunity
for youth to fish on Mentored Youth Fishing Days,
the Voluntary Youth Fishing License provides an
extended return for both Pennsylvanias youth
and the Commission. For each license purchased
for $2.97, the Commission receives $5 back in
funding as a federal reimbursement. The same
applies for each Voluntary Youth Fishing License
Voucher, once it is redeemed. The Commission
receives no federal reimbursement for Mentored
Youth Permits.

« The funds received from the sales of the license
reimbursement are then dedicated toward invest-
ment in youth outreach and education programs.

» While both the permit and the license provide
the opportunity to participate in Mentored Youth
Fishing Days, the Commission encourages anglers
to purchase either a Voluntary Youth Fishing
License or a Voluntary Youth Fishing License
Voucher—for the future of fishing!

For the cost of fishing licenses and permits
or to purchase fishing licenses and permits:

fishandboat.com
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The Spotted Lanternfly (SLF), Lycorma delicatula (White), is an invasive
planthopper native to China, India and Vietnam. It was first discovered £}
in Pennsylvania in Berks County and has spread to other countiesin [ §
the Commonwealth. This insect has the potential to greatly impact
agricultural crops such as grapes, hops and hardwoods. It is also
reducing the quality of life for people living in heavily infested areas.

If you are in the quarantine area, please “Look Before You Leave”
Inspecting your vehicles, trailers or any outdoor items before you move around or out of
the quarantine is important. If possible, don’t park in tree lines, and keep windows rolled

up when you park your vehicle. Know the life stages of the insect and when to look for it.

For more information, agriculture.pa.gov/spottedlanternfly.

fishandboat.com
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GENERAL FISHING REGULATIONS

General Fishing Regulations

NURSERY WATERS are closed to fishing at
all times.

FIELD DRESSING AND DISPOSAL OF FISH - It
is unlawful to possess a fish in any form or condi-
tion other than in the whole or having the entrails
removed while on shore, along the waters of the
Commonwealth, onboard a boat or on a dock, pier,
launch area or parking lot adjacent thereto. Fish
may be processed fully if they are being prepared for
immediate consumption on site. This does not apply
to fish processed at a fish cleaning station officially
recognized by the Commission or by a permitted
charter boat/fishing guide operation.

It is unlawful to discard any fish carcass or parts
thereof into the waters of the Commonwealth or upon
any public or private lands contiguous to the waters
unless disposal is on lands with permission from the
landowner or it is where fish are properly disposed
into suitable garbage or refuse collection systems or
at an officially recognized fish cleaning station.

TAGGED FISH - The PFBCand agencies in adjacent
states apply tags to fish for special research purposes. If
an angler catches a tagged fish and wishes to keep the
fish, the tag number and location of the catch should
be reported to the address or phone number on the
tag or to the PFBC. If the angler doesn’t wish to keep
the fish, no attempt should be made to remove the
tag unless special instructions have been posted at
access areas, by the media or elsewhere. For example,
sometimes the PFBC uses two-part tags, and parts
of or all of the tags should be removed in some cases
with scissors or a knife. This type of tag typically
resembles rubber spaghetti, and information such
as tag numbers and toll-free phone numbers can be
easily read. Tagged fish that are not kept should be
returned to the water immediately after removing
the tag or recording the information from the tag. In
no case should tags be pulled from a fish as this will
cause significant injuries.

Itis unlawful for a person to implant tracking devices
in or to tag, brand, mark or fin clip any fish taken from
Commonwealth waters unless the fish are purchased
from an authorized commercial aquaculture facility,
are part of a Commission-recognized and sanctioned
stocking by a cooperative nursery, are authorized by a
scientific collector’s permit issued by the Commission,
are part of a tagged fish contest in a boundary lake
for which the Commission has issued a permit or are
part of a Commission-partnered tagged fish contest.

Tackle and Equipment

RODS, LINES AND HOOKS. Anangler may usea
maximum of three lines fished either by rod or hand
when fishing for gamefish, baitfish or both. An excep-
tion to this rule exists for those fishing through ice
in winter (see Ice Fishing Equipment on this page).
On open water (not covered by ice), it is unlawful for
a person to fish with more than three fishing rods
at a time. There is no restriction on the number of
hooks used on each fishing line. All rods, lines and
hooks shall be under the immediate control of the
person using them.

SNAGGING HOOKS may notbe used or possessed
while in theact of fishing. A snagging hook is a device
designed or modified to facilitate the snagging of
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fish and may be a hook with a single barb, weighted
on a shank below the eye and above the barbs, or a
hook otherwise designed or modified to make the
snagging of fish more likely than it would be with
anormal hook.

ICEFISHING EQUIPMENT. It is unlawful while
ice fishing to use more than five fishing devices,
which may consist of rods, hand lines, tip-ups or any
combination. Each device shall contain a single fishing
line with no restriction on the number of hooks used
for fishing, except when fishing in the Pymatuning
Reservoir, where no more than three hooks shall be
attached to each line. Self-hooking devices such as
jaw jackers and automated fisherman are allowed.
Holes cut in ice may not exceed 10 inches between
the farthest points as measured in any direction. All
lines, rods or tip-ups shall be under the immediate
control of the person using them. On PFBC lakes,
shelters or shanties must be removed when through
fishing for the day.

GAFF OR LANDING NET. A gaff or landing net
is permitted to assist in landing fish caught using a
lawful device (see page 13 for exception). Nets of
all types can be no larger (excluding the handle)
than 4 feet square or 4 feet in diameter. The use of a
cast net or throw net in any Commonwealth waters
except waters listed on the Commission's website
are a violation of the Fish and Boat Code. These
waterways require permits. Cast net and throw net
permits are available online. It is unlawful to use
any type of net or seine to catch or take gamefish.

SPEARS OR GIGS. Spears or gigs may be used to
take ONLY snakeheads, carp, suckers and catfish.
Spears or gigs may not be mechanically propelled,
may not have more than five barbed points and may
not be used in stocked trout waters.

BOW AND ARROW (including compound
bows and crossbows) may be used for taking
ONLY snakeheads, carp, suckers and catfish on
all Commonwealth waters, day or night, with the
following exceptions: (1) bowfishing is strictly
prohibited in stocked trout waters during the closed
season, (2) bowfishing is strictly prohibited in special
regulations trout waters, (3) it is unlawful to cast
direct rays of a spotlight, mounted headlight or any
other kind of artificial light from any watercraft
upon any occupied building or another watercraft
and (4) it is unlawful to use generators on board a
watercraft while bowfishing with a noise level that
exceeds 90 decibel.

ASSISTANCE TO CHILDREN

An adult who assists a child (15 years of age and
younger) by casting or retrieving a fishing line or
fishing rod is not required to possess a valid fishing
license provided that the child remains within arms’
reach of the assisting adult and is actively involved
in the fishing activity. An adult may assist a child by
baiting hooks, removing fish from the line, netting
fish, preparing the fishing rod for use and untangling
the line without possessing a valid fishing license. An
adult is required to possess a fishing license if they
intend to set the hook for the child. An adult may
not fish or set the hook for their child in a designated
Children/Special Population Area.

Bait

BAITFISH includes all forms of minnows;
suckers, chubs, Fallfish, lampreys; Gizzard Shad 8
inches or less; and all forms of darters, killifishes
and stonecats (except those listed as threatened or
endangered species). Legally taken gamefish may
be used as bait. It is unlawful to use or possess
goldfish, comets, koi and Common Carp as baitfish
while fishing.

FISHBAIT includes crayfish, crabs and the
nymphs, larvae and pupae of all insects spending
any part of their life cycle in the water.

For all crayfish species, the head must be im-
mediately removed behind the eyes upon capture
unless used as bait in the water from which taken.

A person shall not release or dispose live bait-
fish into any water of this Commonwealth, ex-
cept live baitfish baited on a hook for angling
purposes. A person may collect live baitfish for
angling. A species of baitfish collected for use as
bait may not be transferred from waters in this
Commonwealth into another drainage of this Com-
monwealth where this particular species does not
already exist.

SEASON, SIZE, LIMIT: No closed season (except
as noted below) and no minimum size. The daily limit
and possession limit is 50 combined species. When
purchasing bait, obtain and keep the sales slip or
receipt. The receipt authorizes the possession of the
fishbait or baitfish so purchased for a period of 15 days
after its date of issue. Fishbait or baitfish purchased
from alicensed dealer do not have a possession limit
and do not count toward your daily limit of fishbait
and baitfish taken from Commonwealth waterways.
Stocked trout waters are closed for taking fishbait
and baitfish from February 17 to the opening day of
trout season. Most specially regulated trout waters
are closed to taking fishbait and baitfish at all times.

TAKING AND KEEPING BAIT is permitted using
rod and reel or handline, dip net or minnow seine
not over 4 feet square or in diameter, or a minnow
trap with no more than two openings that shall not
exceed 1 inchin diameter. All devices mustbe under
the immediate control of the person using them.
Unattended minnow traps or baitfish containers left
in Commonwealth waters must be identified with
the owner’s or user’s name, address and telephone
number. If fishing in a group and the total number
of fishbait or baitfish taken exceeds the possession
limit (50), separate containers must be provided
for the fishbait and baitfish. Total possession limit
in any one container may not exceed 50 baitfish or
fishbait combined.

MUDBUGS (dragonfly nymphs): No daily limit
from lakes, ponds, swamps or adjacent areas; the
daily limit from rivers and streams is 50.

FROGS AS BAIT: Except for those listed as en-
dangered or threatened or those with zero possession
limit, frogs may be used as bait. Certain seasons and
possession limits apply.

Pennsylvania Fishing Summary



UNLAWFUL ACTS

It is Unlawful...

« To possess, introduce or import, transport, sell,
purchase, offer for sale or barter the following live spe-
cies in the Commonwealth: snakeheads (all species),
Black Carp, Bighead Carp, Silver Carp, Zebra Mussel,
Quagga Mussel, European Rudd, Ruffe, crayfish (all
species), Round Goby and Tubenose Goby.

« To fish with more than three fishing lines at any
time when fishing for gamefish, baitfish or both.

« To not have immediate control of all rods, lines
and hooks.

« To fish (includes taking baitfish and fishbait) from
February 17 to 8:00 a.m. on the opening day of trout
season in any stocked trout water. Exceptions are certain
specially regulated waters and Stocked Trout Waters
Open to Year-round Fishing.

«To cast repeatedly into a clearly visible bass spawning
nest or redd in an effort to catch or take a bass.

+To take or attempt to take fish or keep fish acciden-
tally caught by snatch-fishing, foul hooking or snag
fishing. Handfishing is not permitted.

« To catch, kill or possess more than one day’s limit
of any fish, except: (a) at your residence and (b) you
may possess two days’ limit while traveling to your
residence from an overnight fishing trip of two or more
consecutive days.

« Tohave onastringer or ina container or otherwise
in possession, while in or along waters of the Common-
wealth or immediately returning therefrom, more than
the daily creel limit of any fish for one person.

« To fail to immediately return unharmed to the
waters from which it was taken any fish caught out of
season, undersize or over the daily creel limit. Any fish
placed on a stringer, in any container or given away
counts toward the possession limit of the person having
caught it and the person to whom it was given.

« Tokill any fish and fail to make a reasonable effort
to lawfully dispose of it.

« To fish in or within 100 feet of the entrance or exit
points of any fishway including fish ladders and other
fish passage facilities.

« To use gamefish as bait except when taken by rod
and reel or handline in conformance with seasons, sizes
and creel limits or when purchased from an authorized
bait dealer.

« To sell baitfish or fishbait taken from waters of the
Commonwealth, except that licensed and authorized
commercial fishermen may take and sell baitfish from
Lake Erie and Presque Isle Bay.

« Tosell baitfish or fishbait within the Commonwealth
or transport same out of the state except by authorized
and licensed commercial bait dealers.

« To sell any species of fish, reptile (with the excep-
tion of Snapping Turtles) or amphibian taken from
the Commonwealth.

« To sell, offer for sale, purchase or barter any fish
parts or fish eggs obtained from fish taken from waters
of this Commonwealth including boundary waters. This
prohibition does not apply to fish parts or fish eggs (1)
lawfully taken or sold or offered for sale by holders of
Lake Erie commercial fishing licenses if the particular
species of fish is authorized for taking by commercial
licensees or (2) those obtained from fish taken lawfully
from waters outside of this Commonwealth.
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« To release any species of fish except those listed
as approved by the PFBC in Commonwealth waters
without written permission from the executive director
of the PFBC.

« To release fish from another state, province or
country into Commonwealth waters without written
permission from the Commission.

« To transfer fish from one Pennsylvania watershed
to another where that species is not always present
without written consent from the Commission.

«To introduce (stock) fish into waters of the Com-
monwealth without submission of a Notice of Stocking
to the Commission (see page 22).

« To place an obstruction in any waterway that
blocks the free movement of fish.

« To use or have in possession while on or along
Commonwealth waters nets larger than 4 feet square
or in diameter except with a special permit issued by
the PFBC.

« To conduct an organized fishing tournament in
which there are 10 or more participants without a
permit issued by the Commission. Applications must
be submitted 60 days before the date of the proposed
tournament. Fishing tournaments may not be con-
ducted for a species of fish during the closed season
for that species. Unless a special exemption is granted,
fishing tournaments may not be conducted on the
opening day of the season for any species of gamefish.
Contact the nearest region office (page 3) for more
information and permit applications. Applications are
also online.

« To conduct an organized fishing tournament
and fail to submit an accurate fishing tournament
catch report when required.

« To conduct a tagged fishing tournament in bound-
ary waters without a permit issued by the PFBC.

« To throw, leave, discard or deposit litter, debris or
trash of any kind in or along waters or lands adjacent
to or contiguous to waters of the Commonwealth.

« To obstruct the ingress, egress or regress to a
person’s property, cattleways or fields.

« To dig in or drive upon any lands.

« To cut or damage trees or shrubs.

« To build or tend open fires without permission.

« To run any vehicle except fording in the most
direct manner in any stream.

« Tointerfere with officers authorized to enforce the
Fish and Boat Code in the performance of their duties
or to refuse to accompany any officer after having been
arrested for a violation of the Fish and Boat Code.

DOWNLOAD
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FISHBOATPA APP!
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If a Violation Occurs. ..

Persons accused of violating the Pennsylvania Fish and
Boat Code or rules and regulations may be issued a citation
and have a right to a hearing before a district justice. Law
enforcement personnel have the authority to confiscate
or seize as evidence fish and fishing equipment that are
illegal or used to violate fishing laws or regulations. The
PFBC may, upon proper notice, suspend or revoke the
fishing privileges, boating privileges or other permits
of any person convicted (or acknowledging guilt) of a
violation of the Fish and Boat Code or PFBC regulations.

Ifyouhave been convicted of or plead guilty toa second
or subsequent violation within a 12-month period, you
may be assessed an additional fine of $200 for those
offenses classified as summary offenses.
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COMMONWEALTH INLAND WATERS

COMMONWEALTH INLAND WATERS-2025

Species Seasons Minimum Size Daily Limit
ALL SPECIES OF TROUT Statewide Opening Day of Trout Season 7 inches 5-streams, lakes and ponds
April 5 at 8 a.m. through Sept. 1 (combined species)
Extended Season: Stocked trout waters 7 inches 3 (combined species)
Jan. 1 through Feb. 16 and Sept. 2 through Dec. 31

see Trout Regulations-pages 23-36. See pages 16-17
for stream sections that are both Stocked Trout
Waters and Class A Wild Trout Waters.

Extended Season: Waters not managed as stocked trout waters
Jan. 1 through Feb. 16 and Sept. 2 through Dec. 31

NO HARVEST - Catch and immediate release only

BASS - Lakes, Rivers and Streams

Jan. 1through April 11 and Oct. 1 through Dec. 31

15 inches

| 4 (combined species)

Largemouth, Smallmouth and Spotted

April 12 through June 13

NO HARVEST - (atch and immediate release only

(no tournaments permitted)

Catfish, Rock Bass, Suckers, Carp, White Bass,
Bowfin and Other Gamefish Not Otherwise Listed
Additional regulations may apply- see Panfish

Enhancement Special Regulations-page 15.

Additionalregulations may apply- " ‘d@ : NO HARVEST begins at 12:01 a.m.

seepage 11. June 14 through Sept. 30 h) 12 inches 6 (combined species)
Muskellunge and Tiger Muskellunge* Open year-round 40 inches 1 (combined species)

Pickerel* 18 inches 4

Northern Pike* N G 24 inches 2 )

Walleye and Saugeye (Hybrids) Jan. 1 through March 14 and May 3 through Dec. 31 15 inches 6 w
Sauger Jan. 1through March 14 and May 3 through Dec. 31 12 inches 6 _——
American Shad** Open year-round No minimum 3 )

American Shad Open year-round  -LehighRiver, Schuylkill River*** and tributaries NO HARVEST - (atch and immediate release only
American Shad CLOSED YEAR-ROUND - 7"“'\& i
River Herring** Susquehanna River and tributaries @b -
Hickory Shad** CLOSED YEAR-ROUND <

Herring, Gizzard Shad Open year-round No minimum 50 (combined species)

American Eel Open year-round 9inches 25

Striped Bass and Striped Bass/ Open year-round 20inches 2 (combined species)

White Bass Hybrids

Sunfish, Yellow Perch, White Perch, Crappies, | Open year-round No minimum 50 (combined species)

N s

%

e
Baitfish/Fishbait**** except Mudbugs/includes Crayfish) | Open year-round No minimum 50 (combined species)
Mudbugs (Dragonfly Nymphs) Open year-round No minimum Unlimited if taken from lakes, ponds, swamps

and adjacent areas. 50 per day if taken from
moving waters (rivers and streams).

Mussels/Clams

CLOSED YEAR-ROUND

Paddlefish, Spotted Gar and Other Threatened
and Endangered Species

CLOSED YEAR-ROUND

SEASONS, SIZES AND CREEL LIMITS — Except for trout season,
which begins at 8 a.m., all requlatory periods in the fishing regula-
tions are based on the calendar day, one of which ends at midnight
and the next of which begins immediately thereafter.

* Except those species in waters listed in the Brood Stock Lakes
Program. Tiger Muskellunge is a muskellunge hybrid.

** Unlawful to take, catch or kill American Shad in the Susque-
hanna River and all its tributaries. River Herring (Alewife and
Blueback Herring) has a closed year-round season with zero
daily limit applied to Susquehanna River and tributaries, Lehigh
River and tributaries, Schuylkill River and tributaries, West Branch
Delaware River, Delaware River, Delaware estuary, Delaware
River tributaries upstream to the limit of the tidal influence and
Conowingo Reservoir.

*** ehigh River upstream of the first dam in Easton, Pennsylvania
and its tributaries and the Schuylkill River upstream of the 1-95
Bridge and its tributaries.
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NOTE: It is not a violation of the bass requlations if a bass is imme-
diately returned unharmed to the waters from which it was taken. It
is unlawful for an angler to cast repeatedly into a clearly visible bass
spawning nest or redd in an effort to catch or take bass.

NOTE: For bass regulations, power dam pools and recreational dam
pools on the Susquehanna River and navigational dam pools on the
Ohio River drainage are “rivers.” It is unlawful to conduct a fishing
tournament on the North Branch, West Branch or main stem of the
Susquehanna River that allows a tournament angler to harvest bass.
NOTE: Stocked trout waters are closed to fishing from February 17
to the opening day of the reqular trout season in April, unless
included in the Stocked Trout Waters Open to Year-Round
Fishing Program.

NOTE: Landlocked Alewife less than 8 inches in length taken from
inland ponds, lakes or reservoirs that are collected by legal means
may be harvested for use as baitfish.

NOTE: It is legal to fish for trout in Class A streams year-round, with
no harvest beginning the day after Labor Day to the opening day of

trout season the following year. The exception is those stream
sections designated as both Class A Wild Trout Streams and
Stocked Trout Waters (Miscellaneous Special Regulations—see
pages 16 and 17). These stream sections are closed to fishing
from February 17 until 8 a.m. on the opening day of trout.
*%%% BAITFISH includes all forms of minnows; suckers,
chubs, Fallfish, lampreys; Gizzard Shad 8 inches or less; and
all forms of darters, killifishes and stonecats (except those
listed as threatened or endangered species). Legally taken
gamefish may be used as bait. It is unlawful to use or possess
goldfish, comets, koi and Common Carp as baitfish while
fishing. FISHBAIT includes crayfish, crabs and the nymphs,
larvae and pupae of all insects spending any part of their life
cycle in the water.

For all crayfish species, the head must be immediately
removed behind the eyes upon capture unless used as bait in
the water from which taken.
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BIG BASS PROGRAM

Largemouth Bass Smallmouth Bass Spotted Bass
Big Bass Program LAKES
Special Regulations Season Minimum Size Daily Limit
) i Jan. 1 through |15 inches 4 (combined species)
These special regulations apply to Largemouth Bass, April 11 and
Smallmouth Bass and Spotted Bass in the waters listed below. June 14
Stocked trout waters (lakes) that are in the Big Bass Program through Dec. 31
are closed to all fishing from February 17 until the opening day April 12 through NO HARVEST- Catch and immediate release only
of the trout season. This closure does not pertain to stocked June 13 (no tournaments permitted). NO HARVEST begins at 12:01 a.m.

trout waters (lakes) open to year-round fishing. For all other

species, inland regulations apply.

For the latest information and regulation updates, please consult the
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission’s website: fishandboat.com.

WATERS GOVERNED BY THESE REGULATIONS

County Water County Water County Water

Allegheny Upper, Middle and Lower Deer Carbon Mauch Chunk Lake Monroe/Wayne | Gouldsboro Lake

Lakes Closed to fishing from February 17 Centre Colyer Lake Montour Lake Chillisquaque

until 8 a.m. on opening day of trout. Chester Chambers Lake Perry Little Buffalo Lake (Holman Lake)
Allegheny Marshall Lake Chester Marsh Creek Lake Somerset Quemahoning Reservoir
Allegheny North Park Lake (State Park) Tioga Lake Nessmuk
Armstrong Keystone Lake Crawford Sugar Lake Venango Two Mile Run Reservoir
Beaver Bradys Run Lake @ Crawford Tamarack Lake (Justus Lake)
Berks Blue Marsh Lake Cumberland | Opossum Lake Washington Cross Creek Lake
Berks Carsonia Lake Fayette Indian Creek Reservoir Washington Peters Twp. Lake (Res. #2)
Berks Hopewell Lake (Mill Run Reservoir) Westmoreland | Indian Lake
Berks Kaercher Creek Dam Fayette/ Bridgeport Reservoir Westmoreland | Keystone Lake (State Park)
Bedford Shawnee Lake (State Park) Westmoreland Westmoreland | Twin Lakes Number One
Blair Canoe Creek Lake (State Park) Indiana Yellow Creek Lake Reservoir (lower)

to include two small ponds and (State Park) Westmoreland | Mammoth Dam

raceway adjacent to Canoe Lake Lackawanna  |Lackawanna Lake Westmoreland | Northmoreland Lake
Bucks Lake Towhee (State Park) Westmoreland | Twin Lake Number Two
Bucks Nockamixon Lake (State Park) Lancaster Speedwell Forge Lake Reservoir (upper)
®Butler Glade Run Lake Lehigh Leaser Lake Wyoming Stevens Lake
Butler Lake Arthur Luzerne Frances Slocum Lake York Lake Marburg

(Moraine State Park) (State Park) (Codorus State Park)
Cambria Beaverdam Run Reservoir Luzerne Harris Pond York Lake Redman
Cambria Duman Lake Luzerne Lily Lake York Lake Williams
Cambria Hinckston Run Reservoir Lycoming Rose Valley Lake York Pinchot Lake (State Park)
Cambria Wilmore Dam Mercer Shenango River Lake

SMALLMOUTH BASS AND LARGEMOUTH BASS-CATCH AND RELEASE

Counties Waters

Cumberland, Dauphin, | Susquehanna River (98.0 miles) from the

Juniata, Lancaster, inflatable dam near Sunbury downstream to

Northumberland, Holtwood Dam including all tributaries to a point %

Perry mile upstream from the confluence.

Dauphin, Juniata River (31.7 miles) from SR0075 bridge at Port

Juniata, Perry Royal downstream to the mouth including all tributaries
to a point %2 mile upstream from the confluence.

See catch and release guidelines on page I5.
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@®=NEW ADDITION

Season/Special Regulations
January 1to December 31: NO HARVEST CATCH AND IMMEDIATE
RELEASE ONLY. It is unlawful for an angler to cast repeatedly into a
clearly visible bass spawning nest or redd in an effort to catch or take
bass as with Commonwealth Inland Waters fishing regulations.
From January 1 to April 11 and June 14 to December 31:

(atch-measure-immediate release tournaments permitted
(see fishandboat.com for tournament requirement details).
From April 12 to June 13: No tournaments permitted.
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PYMATUNING RESERVOIR AND CONOWINGO RESERVOIR

PYMATUNING RESERVOIR

Species Seasons Minimum Size Daily Limit
Walleye and Saugeye (Hybrids) |Open year-round 15 inches 6 (combined species)
Bass: Largemouth, Smallmouth|Open year-round 12 inches 5
Muskellunge and Open year-round 30inches 2 (combined species)
Tiger Muskellunge (Hybrids)
Crappie** Open year-round 9inches 20
All Other Species Open year-round No minimum None
Baitfish/Fishbait* Open year-round No minimum None
See page 8 for definitions
Frogs and Tadpoles July 1 through Oct. 31 | No minimum 15
Snapping Turtles July 1through Oct.31 | No minimum 15 daily limit

30 possession limit

Turtles (all species other Open year-round No minimum 2
than Snapping Turtles)
Mussels/Clams CLOSED YEAR-ROUND
Threatened and Endangered CLOSED YEAR-ROUND
Species

ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS
FORPYMATUNING RESERVOIR

« Lights or firearms may not be used to take frogs.

consist of rods, hand lines, tip-ups or any c