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ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION

Welcome to Georgia's 2023-2024 Hunting Seasons and Regula-
tions. Hunting regulations are set by the Board of Natural Resourc-
es, acting on the recommendations of Wildlife Resources Division's
professional wildlife biologists and other field personnel. Laws are
set by the elected members of the General Assembly. This guide is
designed to help you understand the laws and regulations for hunt-
ing in Georgia. For complete rules and exact wording, refer to the
Game and Fish Code (Title 27) and the current copy of the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, Wildlife Resources Division's regula-
tions (Subject 391-4-2) on file with the Secretary of State.

The cost of this publication is offset through the sale of advertis-
ing space. The Georgia Department of Natural Resources neither
endorses the products or services listed nor accepts any liability
arising from the use of products or services listed.

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the in-
formation contained within this publication. If any errors are
discovered, the online version of this publication found at
www.gohuntgeorgia.com will be updated.

Editor: John W. Bowers, Georgia DNR
Assistant Editor: Aubrey Pawlikowski, Georgia DNR
Advertising: J.F. Griffin Publishing (413) 884-1099

BOARD OF NATURAL RESOURCES

First District Tenth District
Alfred W. “Bill" Jones, IlI Ray P. Lambert, Jr.

Second District Eleventh District
Jeff “Bodine” Sinyard Dan Garcia

Third District
Patrick Denney

Twelfth District
Duncan N. Johnson, Jr.

Fourth District
Dwight J. Davis

Thirteenth District
Charles DePriest

Fifth District Fourteenth District
Paul Shailendra Delos H. Yancey, Il

Sixth District Coastal District
Penn Hodge Nancy A. Addison

Seventh District Members-At-Large
Randy Dellinger Nick Ayers
Mark W. Hennessy
Kevin Jackson
Tim Lowe

Eighth District
Gary C. Vowell

Ninth District
Joe Hatfield

* List of Board Members was current as of press time. To see a
current list of Board Members please go to www.GADNR.org.

ON THE COVER

White-tailed deer buck.
Photo credit: Lisa Westberry/GNPA



http://landandrivers.com
http://www.gohuntgeorgia.com

FERTILE GROUND FOR

GROWING
MEMORIES

Premium Hunting and
Recreational Properties

BUYING OR SELLING
RECREATIONAL.,
INVESTMENT, OR
AGRICULTURAL LAND?

Contact us!

Ridge Creek, 6

River Leigh, 8



http://landandrivers.com

— 2023-2024

CONTACT INFORMATION

WILDLIFE RESOURCES DIVISION HEADQUARTERS
2067 US Highway 278 SE, Social Circle, GA 30025

Main Number ..o, 706-557-3333
TOIL FY@E ..o 833-557-3303
Game Management............cocoeueiieieinineieiicieneennnes 706-557-3350
Fisheries Management.. .. 706-557-3305

Wildlife Conservation..........cceeeeeveveerieveeeniereseseenenens 706-557-3213

CONSERVATION, EDUCATION & LICENSES
2065 US Highway 278 SE, Social Circle, GA 30025
Hunting & Fishing Licenses ...........ccccccoeeveiieinine, 800-366-2661
Boating Registration ...........ccoocovveievniinieiiciciccnes 800-366-2661
Hunter Services/Hunter Education. .
Private Lands Program (Albany)......
Wildlife Conservation (Forsyth) ...

CHARLIE ELLIOTT WILDLIFE CENTER
543 Elliott Trail, Mansfield, GA 30055
ViSItOr CONtET.....coviievieiiieieeeieeeeeeee e 770-784-3059

COASTAL RESOURCES DIVISION HEADQUARTERS
One Conservation Way, Suite 300, Brunswick, GA 31520
Main NUMDET .....c.oovevieiiieieieieeieeeeeeee e 912-264-7218
Coastal Law Enforcement...........cccooevvvveeenieievineenenne 912-264-7237

LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION HEADQUARTERS
2070 US Highway 278 SE, Social Circle, GA 30025

Main NUMDET .....c.ovvevieiiieieieiieieeeeeeee e 770-918-6408
Special Permits Unit..........cccoovvevninininiiciiccncnes 770-918-6408
Boating Education..........cccocoveviieiiiiiciiiice, 770-918-6408

RANGER HOTLINE .... ...1-800-241-4113
Cash reward for wildlife violator information: gadnrle.org/ranger-hotline

REGION OFFICES

NORTHWEST REGION OFFICE (REGION 1)
2650 Floyd Springs Road, Armuchee, GA 30105
Game Management...........ccooeuevvimieieiinieieicinieiennnn, 706-295-6041
Law Enforcement (Acworth)........ccocviviiiiinnne. 770-529-2424

NORTHEAST REGION OFFICE (REGION 2)
2150 Dawsonville Hwy, Gainesville, GA 30501
Game Management...........ccooeuevvirueieininieinicicieenns 770-535-5700
Law Enforcement ..........cccceeveveeeveereeenierenieseeeeieenens 770-535-5499

CENTRAL REGION OFFICE (REGION 3)
142 Bob Kirk Road NW, Thomson, GA 30824
Game Management..........ccooeurririnieiineiicieieinines 706-595-4222
Law Enforcement ...........ccceeveveeeveeveeeniereniesesseieenens 706-595-4211

SOUTHEAST REGION OFFICE (REGION 4)
1773-A Bowens Mill Hwy, Fitzgerald, GA 31750
Game Management..........cccocureiriniciiieiicieieinines 229-426-5267
Law Enforcement (Metter).........ccoevereiieneeccccnenes 912-685-2145

SOUTHWEST REGION OFFICE (REGION 5)
2024 Newton Road, Albany, GA 31701
Game Management 229-430-4254
Law Enforcement ..........ccccoeeveeireeveeeniereeieesseeseennns 229-430-4252

COASTAL REGION OFFICE (REGION 6)
1 Conservation Way, Brunswick, GA 31520
Game Management...........ccocurueiriniciiieiiniciennn, 912-262-3173
Law Enforcement ..........cocceeveeireeveeninieeinieeseeieenens 912-264-7237

BUY A LICENSE

Need a hunting or fishing license?
Here's how to purchase one:

Online

(( )) Visit gooutdoorsgeorgia.com or
— scan the QR code to the right.

<

By Phone
M By |
Call 1-800-366-2661 to speak with a

local representative who can help.

Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
n @WildlifeResourcesDivisionGADNR @GeorgiaWildiife
u @GeorgiaWild GeorgiaWildiife.blog

vy
RABUN
UNION ’/,f/ * WRD & LED Headquarters
~ . Game Management
gt Region Office
—\
5 \ Law Enforcement
HART
w ) A Region Office

< \
i - \ Game Management &
’ R \ . Law Enforcement
ummom \ Region Office
. Charlie Elliott
Wildlife Center
% COLUMBIA
@& R
RICHMOND

£ ey
S

RS

4 -
CLINCH CAMDEN
LOWNDES o
DECATUR | GRaDy | THOMAS | BROOKS i |
S~ /

- 7
N e \ {
1\ ]\

2023-2024 GEORGIA HUNTING SEASONS & REGULATIONS

Purchase a License by phone 1-800-366-2661 or online at www.GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com


http://gadnrle.org/ranger-hotline



http://www.victorpetfood.com

— 2023-2024

MAJOR CHANGES

Bear Harvest
Reporting

Central Bear
Zone

Either-sex Deer
Opportunity

Extended
Archery Deer
Season

Southwest GA
Archery Buck
Only Days

& Firearms
Extension

farmandtimberproperties.com

STATEWIDE CHANGES

All harvested bears must be reported via Georgia Game Check - northern, central,
and southern zones, public and private land. Hunters have 24 hours to report their
harvest online, by phone, or via the GoOutdoorsGA smartphone app. All bears
must be presented for collection of biological samples in accordance with the
zone-specific requirements on page 30.

If fewer than 6 female bears are harvested on December 16, 2023, a 2nd hunt
day will be opened. To see if the 2nd day will be offered and when, please visit
www.georgiawildlife.com after December 18.

The number of “doe days” has been increased in most counties; check pages 22-
28 to see when you can harvest antlerless deer in your location.

Archery deer season has been extended to January 31 in Baker, Early, Grady,
Miller, Mitchell, Richmond, and Thomas Counties.

The first 16 days of archery season in Baker, Decatur, Early, Grady, Miller, Mitchell,
Seminole, and Thomas Counties is antlered deer only. Additionally, firearms deer
season ends January 15 in Baker, Decatur, Early, Grady, Miller, Mitchell, Seminole,
and Thomas Counties.

INSHORE x NEARSHORE x OFFSHORE
Charleston, SC
(843)860-4231 x johne@flyrightcharters.com
www.flyrightcharters.com

2004

LE GRIFFIN

PUBLISHING

Williamstown, MA | Birmingham, AL

About This Guide

This high-quality guide is offered to you
by the Wildlife Resources Division through
its unique partnership with J.F. Griffin
Publishing, LLC.

The revenue generated through ad sales
significantly lowers production costs and
generates savings. These savings translate
into additional funds for other important
agency programs.

If you have any feedback or are inter-
ested in advertising, please contact us at
413.884.1001 or at www.JFGriffin.com

Graphic Design:
Jon Gulley, Dane Fay, Evelyn Haddad,
Chris Sobolowski

This guide is also
available online at

Regulations.com
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DEPARTMENT MESSAGE

Hunting has played an integral role in the lives of many Georgians by
connecting them with nature, fostering family bonds, and cultivating
a deep appreciation for conservation. The numbers are in and the
increased participation in outdoor recreation we saw during Covid
shutdowns has resulted in current numbers exceeding those in 2019
by 10%. This shows that the folks who were reactivated or who were
mentored these past 3 years are becoming hunters and anglers.

Moving forward, it’s essential to build upon this momentum and
continue promoting these activities to ensure their long-term sustain-
ability. Encouraging others to participate, mentoring newcomers,
and fostering a sense of community can help maintain and grow the
number of hunters and anglers. By sharing the joy and benefits of
hunting and fishing, we can preserve these time-honored traditions
and create a positive impact on individuals, the environment, and
future generations.

It is hard to explain in words the value gained from our experiences
outdoors. They say a picture is worth a thousand words but most of the
time we're simply sharing the result of an extraordinary experience.
The sight, smell, and sound of sunrise afield is something words cannot
possibly capture, and that experience is needed to spread our passion
to others. When you consider taking someone afield for the first time,
picture the bond that can be forged as you explore the great outdoors
together, honing skills, and creating memories that will last a lifetime.

Georgia DNR invites you to be a part of the solution to preserve the
hunting heritage. Doing your part is simple - find a friend, co-worker,
child, or family member who’s never been hunting and take them into
the field with you. Together, we can reignite and share our passion for
hunting and ensure its continuation for generations to come. So, let’s
grab our gear, embrace the thrill of the hunt, and share the true gift
that Georgia has to offer — its natural resources.

2023-2024 —
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LICENSES, PERMITS AND PASSES

Transaction fees apply: $3 online and at retail outlets; and $5 by telephone

| ucense 0 [  TeRm | RESIDENT | NON-RESIDENT
COMBO HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES

Annual $30.00 $150.00
Combo Hunting & Fishing License One-Day $5.00 $30.00
+ Additional Day $1.00 $10.00
. ‘ T One-Day $5.00 $30.00
Apprentice Hunting & Fishing License + Additional Day $1.00 $10.00
. HUNTINGLICENsess |
Annual $15.00 $100.00
Hunting License (Residents 16-64; All non-residents) One-Day see combo $20.00
+ Additional Day see combo $6.00
Senior Sportsman’s License (65+); also see lifetime licenses Annual $7.00 Not Offered
Annual $25.00 $225.00
Big Game License One-Day $10.00 $130.00
+ Additional Day $2.00 $8.00
Harvest Record - Alligator, Bear, Deer & Turkey Annual (Mar. - Feb.) FREE FREE
Quota Alligator Harvest Permit’ Seasonal $75.00 $250.00
Trapping License? Seasonal $40.00 $325.00
Shooting Preserve License Two-Year $12.00 $12.00
GA Waterfowl and Migratory Bird License?® Annual (Mar. - Feb.) $5.00 $5.00
o . . Annual $3.00 Not Offered
Disability Hunting License Three-Year $9.00 Not Offered
. FISHINGLICENsS |
Annual $15.00 $50.00
Fishing License (Residents 16-64; All non-residents) One-Day see combo $10.00
+ Additional Day see combo $3.50
Optional Youth Fishing License (12-15) Multi-Year* $10.00 Not Offered
Senior Sportsman’s License (65+); also see lifetime licenses Annual $7.00 Not Offered
Annual $10.00 $25.00
Trout License One-Day $5.00 $10.00
+ Additional Day $1.00 $2.00
SIP Permit Annual FREE FREE
Commercial Fishing License Seasonal $20.00 $200.00
U . Annual $3.00 Not Offered
Disability Fishing License Three-Year $9.00 Not Offered
Georgia Lands Pass Annual

1 - Free Quota Alligator Harvest Permit is available for all Lifetime Sportsman’s License, Disability Sports-
man’s License, Disability Hunting License, Honorary License, and Optional Multi-year or Resident Youth
Sportsman’s License holders selected for an Alligator Quota Hunt.

2 - Non-resident trapping license requires a forfeiture bond. Please refer to application for specific details
at GoHuntGeorgia.com

3 - Free GA Waterfow| and Migratory Bird License is available for all resident Landowners who hunt their
own property and any hunter with a valid Sportsman’s License, Optional Youth Sportsman’s License,
Disability Sportsman’s License, Disability Hunting License, Honorary License or Lifetime Sportsman’s
License.

4 - Privileges for the multi-year resident Youth License are valid until the person’s 17th birthday.
+ — Additional Day - days can be added for up to 11 consecutive days

YOUR DOLLARS MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

The Wildlife Restoration Program creates a direct link among hunters, industries and resources
needed to expand and enhance opportunities for hunting and fishing.

How it Works

1. Hunters & target 3. Revenue from these

: . 5. In turn, millions of acres
shooters purchase excise taxes is

of important habitat have

managed to help ensure
future wildlife abundance.

ammunition distributed to been secured and actively
& guns. state wildlife

agencies.

. 4.

Manufacturers & State wildlife agencies

. use these funds to

pay federal excise purchase land for wildlife
habitat, manage wildlife

tax on guns & populations, and
ammunition. create & operate shooting ranges.

2023-2024 GEORGIA HUNTING SEASONS & REGULATIONS
Purchase a License by phone 1-800-366-2661 or online at www.GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com
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| uceNse 0000 | = TERM | RESIDENT | NON-RESIDENT |
SPORTSMAN'S LICENSES

Annual $65.00 $400.00
Sportsman’s License (Residents 16-64; All non-residents) One-Day $25.00 $170.00
+ Additional Day $3.00 $20.00
Optional Youth Sportsman'’s License (Residents 15 and under) Multi-Year* $15.00 Not Offered
Non-resident Youth Sportsman’s License
(Nonresidents 15 and under) AmiLE] - $50.00
S_‘en‘ior S_portsman’s License (Residents 65+); also see - $7.00 Not Offered
lifetime licenses
One-Time Honorary Veteran’s License One-Year FREE Not Offered
Annual $5.00 Not Offered
Disability Sportsman’s License
Three-Year $15.00 Not Offered

| uceNse 0 | AGE | TERM |  RESIDENT | NON-RESIDENT
L LFETIMELICENSES ______

Infant Lifetime Sportsman’s License Under 2 Lifetime $500.00 $500.00

Youth Lifetime Sportsman’s License 2-15 Lifetime $600.00 Not Offered
Adult Lifetime Sportsman’s License 16-49 Lifetime $750.00 Not Offered
Older Adult Lifetime Sportsman’s License 50-59 Lifetime $375.00 Not Offered
Senior Discount Lifetime Sportsman’s License 60-64 Lifetime $315.00 Not Offered
Senior Lifetime Sportsman’s License 65+ Lifetime $70.00 Not Offered
Senior Lifetime Hunting License 65+ Lifetime $35.00 Not Offered
Senior Lifetime Fishing License 65+ Lifetime $35.00 Not Offered
AR D e
Military and Veterans Lifetime Sportsman’s License - Lifetime $600.00 Not Offered
Non-resident Grandchild Lifetime Sportsman’s License 2-15 Lifetime $1,500.00
Shooting Preserve Lifetime License - Lifetime $75.00 $75.00

4 - Privileges for the multi-year resident Youth License are valid until the person’s 17th birthday.
+ - Additional Day - days can be added for up to 11 consecutive days

WHERE TO BUY YOUR LICENSE
Online: GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com
Phone: 1-800-366-2661

In Person: License vendors are located statewide. Check
GoHuntGeorgia.com for a complete list.

Federal Duck Stamp: GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com, usps.com,
1-800-STAMP24, or a local US Post Office

TOP 5 REASONS TO BUY A HUNTING
AND FISHING LICENSE

1.100% of your purchase is going to fund wildlife conservation in Georgia.

2.Your license purchase is an investment bringing $50 back to Georgia
wildlife in federal dollars. Don't forget your 2023-24 Harvest Record before going afield to

hunt bears, deer, or turkeys. You can get your FREE Harvest
Record wherever licenses are sold and online. All 3 species must
be reported to Georgia Game Check online or by phone. See
4.1t’s a great value - A $15 annual hunting or fishing license allows you page 14 for harvest reporting instructions.

to hunt or fish for 4 cents a day.

3. You'll join a group of people that have funded conservation for the
past 100 years.

Reminder for alligator hunters:

5.1t lets you do more than just hunt or fish - every hunting or Alligator hunters will receive their harvest record as part of their
fishing license also gives you access to all of Georgia’s Wildlife alligator permit at the time of purchase (alligator permits are free to
Management Areas (WMA), Public Fishing Areas (PFAs) and most drawn hunters who have certain licenses (see page 8) but they still
DNR shooting ranges. have to “purchase” the permit online, by phone or at a license retailer).

WWW.GOHUNTGEORGIA.COM
Ranger Hotline 1-800-241-4113


http://www.gohuntgeorgia.com
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HUNTING LICENSES

RESIDENCY

RESIDENT means any person who has been domiciled within the State
of Georgia (declared Georgia their only state of legal residence) for a
period of at least three months. A valid Georgia driver’s license or
Georgia ID is required to show residency. Nonresident full time Georgia
college students with a valid college ID living in Georgia, and active
duty military personnel with a valid U.S. DOD Common Access Card
with Uniformed Services affiliation and the dependents of such mili-
tary personnel may obtain resident hunting and fishing licenses other
than resident lifetime, disability and honorary licenses. Nonresident
landowners must purchase a nonresident license.

HUNTER EDUCATION

All hunters born on or after Jan. 1, 1961 must successfully complete
a hunter education course before purchasing a hunting license. All
hunter education courses certified or mandated by any state wildlife
agency or Canadian province are accepted. Residents may sign up for
online or classroom courses at GoHuntGeorgia.com or by calling
1-800-366-2661.

LICENSE REQUIREMENTS

Reliable identification and a Social Security Number (SSN) are required
to purchase a license (OCGA § 19-11-9.1). Game Wardens may require
positive identification when checking licenses. All required hunting
licenses and stamps must be in possession while hunting or while
assisting another hunter (electronic copies are acceptable). It is unlawful
to obtain, possess, or use multiple licenses for the purpose of circum-
venting season bag limits.

Hunter education is not required to purchase an Apprentice Hunting
License or short-term license. Persons purchasing a Lifetime License
must have hunter education before hunting, unless exempt by age or
supervision. Hunter education is not required to hunt on one’s own
land or land of a parent or guardian (blood or dependent relationship)
residing in the same household, or to hunt pen raised game birds on
licensed shooting preserves that provide specified hunter education
instruction (see Shooting Preserve License page 12).

To obtain a replacement hunter education card visit
GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com or call 1-800-366-2661 Monday-Friday
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

AGE REQUIREMENTS

HUNTERS UNDER AGE 16 are not required to complete a hunter educa-
tion course. A child under age 16 must be under “direct supervision”
or “directly supervised,” which means uninterrupted, unaided visual
contact and auditory communication with the child by a licensed adult.
It is unlawful for an adult to permit their child or ward (under age 16)
to hunt without adult supervision.

Exception: Hunters 12-15 years old may hunt unsupervised after
successfully completing a hunter education course. Special restrictions
may apply on WMAs and Federal Areas (see pages 36-39 and 64-66).

HUNTERS AGE 16-25 are required to have a hunter education card
when purchasing a season hunting license and must be in possession
while hunting.

HUNTERS OVER AGE 25 and born after Jan. 1, 1961 must successfully
complete a hunter education course but are not required to present
their Hunter Education Card when buying a season hunting license
or possess it while hunting.

APPRENTICE HUNTER is any person who has not successfully completed
a hunter education course or does not possess a hunter education
certificate. Apprentice hunters may purchase a short-term Apprentice
Hunting License to hunt and fish in Georgia.

LANDS PASS

Any person age 16 and older, entering any WMA or PFA must have a
valid Georgia license that allows hunting or fishing on state land or a
Lands Pass (exclusions apply, visit georgiawildlife.com/LandAccess).
WMAs and PFAs that require a license to hunt or fish or a Lands Pass
are marked with a sign at the site or area entrance. See page 36 for
more information.

FREE LICENSES

SENIOR CITIZENS: Georgia residents born on or before June 30, 1952
may obtain a Lifetime Sportsman’s License free of charge. An optional
Lifetime Sportsman’s Plastic Card may be purchased for $10. Reduced
cost senior annual and lifetime licenses are available to residents age
65+ born July 1, 1952 and after.

RETURNING GEORGIA VETERANS (ONE TIME ONLY): Georgia resident
military veterans who were on active duty for 90 or more consecutive
days and were honorably discharged on or after July 1, 2005 may obtain
one annual Honorary License free of charge. Such veterans may obtain
this license by providing a copy of their DD Form 214 and a completed
DNR application.

TYPES OF LICENSES

RESIDENT HUNTING, COMBO OR SPORTSMAN'S LICENSE is required for
all resident hunters 16 years of age or older, except when hunting or
fishing on one’s own land or land owned by immediate family (blood
or dependent relationship) residing in the same household.

NONRESIDENT HUNTING, COMBO OR SPORTSMAN'S LICENSE is required
for all nonresident hunters, except nonresident small game hunters that
are under 16. All nonresident big game hunters must obtain a Harvest
Record and those 16 and older must possess a big game license (included
in Sportsman’s License).

HARVEST RECORD is required for any person who hunts alligator, bear,
deer or turkey, regardless of age. The Harvest Record is only valid for a
single year and may be obtained on or after March 1 for the upcoming
season. Harvest must be recorded before moving the animal from the
site of the kill, and reported online or by telephone within 24 hours.
See page 14.

RESIDENT HUNTERS UNDER AGE 16 must possess a Harvest Record to
hunt alligator, bear, deer and turkey. They are not required to possess
any of the following: Hunting, Big Game or GA Waterfowl & Migratory
Bird License.

ALLIGATOR HARVEST PERMIT is required to harvest an alligator
(permittee must also be selected through the alligator quota hunt
process). All persons accompanying or assisting an alligator permit
holder need a valid hunting license. A free permit is available for
Lifetime Sportsman’s License, Disability Sportsman’s License, Disability
Hunting License, Honorary License, and Resident Optional Youth
Sportsman’s License holders selected for an Alligator Quota Hunt.

BIG GAME LICENSE is required, in addition to a valid Hunting License, for
hunting bear, deer, or turkey. The Big Game License is not required by
resident hunters hunting one’s own land or land owned by immediate
family (blood or dependent relationship) residing in the same house-
hold, resident or nonresident persons under the age of 16, or anyone
who possesses an Honorary, Sportsman’s, or Lifetime Sportsman’s
License. A Harvest Record is also required to hunt bear, deer or turkey.

GAWATERFOWL & MIGRATORY BIRD LICENSE is required for any person
who hunts migratory birds (doves, ducks, geese, woodcock, snipe, coots,
rails, or gallinules) and is required by age to have a hunting license
to hunt. A free GA Waterfowl & Migratory Bird License is available
for all resident Landowners hunting their own land and hunters with
a valid Sportsman’s License, Youth Sportsman’s License, Disability
Sportsman’s License, Disability Hunting License, Honorary License
or Lifetime Sportsman’s License.

2023-2024 GEORGIA HUNTING SEASONS & REGULATIONS
Purchase a License by phone 1-800-366-2661 or online at www.GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com
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HUNTING LICENSES

FEDERAL DUCK STAMP is required for all waterfowl hunters 16 years
of age or older including resident landowners and their immediate
family. The stamp is valid from July 1-June 30 and must be signed
in ink across the face. The Federal Migratory Bird Hunting and
Conservation Stamp is available at US Post Offices, 1-800-STAMP24,
www.GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com, or usps.com.

SPORTSMAN'S LICENSE includes Hunting, Big Game, Fishing and Trout
Licenses. Duck hunters must obtain a Federal Duck Stamp. Migratory
Bird hunters must obtain a Free GA Waterfowl & Migratory Bird License.
Saltwater anglers must obtain a Free SIP license. Alligator, bear, deer
and turkey hunters must obtain a Free Harvest Record.

RESIDENT OPTIONAL YOUTH SPORTSMAN'S LICENSE: this optional
multi-year license can be purchased by resident youth through age 15
and does not expire until the sportsman’s 17th birthday. The license
includes privileges for all hunting and fishing including big game and
trout. A Harvest Record, GA Waterfowl & Migratory Bird License (16+),
Quota Alligator Harvest Permit if selected, and SIP (16+) are free but
must be obtained each year. Hunter education is required at age 16.

NONRESIDENT YOUTH SPORTSMAN'S LICENSE: this annual license can
be purchased by nonresident youth through age 15. The license includes
privileges for all hunting and fishing including big game and trout
(except for the Quota Alligator Harvest Permit). A harvest record, GA
Waterfowl & Migratory Bird License (16+), and SIP (16+) are free but
must be obtained. Hunter education is required at age 16.

DISABILITY HUNTING LICENSE: Georgia residents who are permanently
and totally disabled may obtain a Disability License. A qualifying
disability is an impairment of a permanent and total nature and is
certified as such by the Department of Veterans Affairs, Social Security
Administration, Medicaid, Medicare, or Railroad Retirement System.

OUR RESEARCH MEANS
YOUR HUNTING SUCCESS

We partner with agencies and landowners
to find wildlife management solutions—
all while training tomorrow’s natural
resource leaders.

4N Warnell School of Forestry
ll & Natural Resources
& UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA

Learn more about our programs: WARNELL.UGA.EDU

LIFETIME SPORTSMAN'S LICENSES: cover all state paid hunting and
fishing privileges (free required state licenses and the Federal Duck
stamp are not included) and are valid for the life of the license holder.
These privileges specifically include Hunting, Big Game, Fishing,
and Trout Licenses. Lifetime License applications may be obtained at
GoHuntGeorgia.com, by calling 1-800-366-2661, or by visiting any
WRD office. For identification and proof of residency requirements see
information on page 10.

Excluded from Lifetime Sportsman’s License: Free GA Waterfowl &
Migratory Bird License, Federal Duck Stamp, Free SIP permit, and a
Free Alligator Harvest Permit, and Harvest Record (bear, deer, turkey).
Lifetime license holders will need to obtain these annually.

RESIDENT / NONRESIDENT SHOOTING PRESERVE LICENSE: Persons with
an active Georgia hunting license do not additionally need a shooting
preserve license. A 2-year ($12) or lifetime ($75) shooting preserve license
is available to residents and nonresidents. This license covers hunting
pen-raised game birds and fishing in any private or state waters located
within the boundaries of licensed private or commercial shooting
preserves. Hunter safety requirements for hunting pen-raised game birds
on properly licensed shooting preserves may be met by hunter educa-
tion instruction that, at minimum, demonstrates techniques for proper
firearm handling, unloading, and safety. Appropriate licenses, hunter
safety certification requirements, and state seasons and regulations apply
when hunting wild game birds or other wildlife on shooting preserves.
Exception: it shall be lawful to hunt bobwhite quail between October 1
and March 31 of the following year on licensed shooting preserves.

LEGAL EQUIPMENT FOR HUNTING

“Hunting” means pursuing, shooting, killing, taking, or capturing
wildlife or feral hogs. This term also includes acts such as placing,
setting, drawing, or using any device used to take wildlife or feral
hogs, whether any such act results in taking or not, and includes every
act of assistance to any person in taking or attempting to take such
wildlife or feral hogs.

RESTRICTIONS

¢ Convicted felons may not possess any firearm or muzzleloading
firearm while hunting unless that individual’s right to carry has
been restored (OCGA § 16-11-131). This does not apply to archery
equipment, air bows or air rifles.

¢ Loaded Weapon: A firearm is considered loaded if a shell is in the
chamber or magazine, a percussion cap is on the nipple, or powder
is present on the frizzen pan. A crossbow is considered loaded if it
is cocked.

* Plugged Shotguns: For hunting migratory game birds, shotguns
shall be limited to a capacity of not more than 3 shells in the magazine
and chamber combined. If a plug is necessary to so limit the capacity,
the plug shall be of 1 piece and incapable of being removed from the
loading end of the magazine.

* Suppressors: Lawfully possessed suppressors may be used for
hunting, unless otherwise specified. Permission of the landowner
is required on private land.

ARCHERY EQUIPMENT

Crossbows (including torsion spring models), longbows, recurve bows,
and compound bows are allowed for hunting any game or feral hog.
Arrows for hunting deer, bear or feral hog must be broadhead type.
Draw weight, let-off, bolt/arrow-length, recovery devices, and sights are
not restricted. See the Summary of Bowhunting Equipment Regulations
at https://georgiawildlife.com/hunting/hunter-resources for
more details.

PRIMITIVE WEAPONS
Archery equipment, air bows, .30-cal. or larger air rifles and muzzle-
loaders or muzzleloading shotguns are legal during primitive weapons
season. Scopes are legal.


http://www.forestry.uga.edu/
https://georgiawildlife.com/hunting/hunter-resources
http://www.GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com

Eric N.T.O. Morris
Producer & Host
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HUNTING INFORMATION

FIREARMS

Deer & Bear

* Modern Rifles and Handguns: Centerfire
only, .22-cal. or larger with expanding bullets.
There is no restriction on magazine capacity
for rifles.

* Shotguns: 20-gauge or larger loaded with
slugs or buckshot.

* Muzzleloaders: .30-cal. or larger, or muzzle-
loading shotguns 20 gauge or larger. Scopes
are legal.

® Air Guns: Any air rifle of at least .30 caliber
or air bow utilizing unignited compressed
gas or air is legal during primitive weapons
and firearms seasons.

Turkey

Shotguns with No. 2 or smaller shot, any
muzzleloading firearm, any air rifle of at
least .30 caliber or air bow utilizing unignited
compressed gas or air. Hunters are not required
to plug shotguns for turkey.

Small Game & Furbearer

¢ Rifles and Handguns: Any .22-cal. or
smaller rimfire, any muzzleloading firearm,
or any caliber air rifle or air gun. For fox &
bobcat, centerfire firearms of .17 caliber and
larger may be used (see WMA Restrictions on
pg- 42). There is no restriction on magazine
capacity for rifles.

¢ Shotguns: Any having shot shell size 3.5
inches or smaller in length with No. 2 or
smaller shot.

* Shotguns (Waterfowl): Any 10-gauge
or smaller loaded with federally approved
nontoxic shot of size “F” or smaller. Lead
shot may not be in possession while hunting
waterfowl.

GEORGIA GAME CHECK

All alligator, bear, deer, and turkey harvests
must be reported through Georgia Game Check
within 24 hours. For reporting requirements
on certain WMA, VPA, and State Park hunts
see page 38.

HOW TO REPORT YOUR ALLIGATOR,
BEAR, DEER, OR TURKEY:

Cell Phone Handy?

If you have a cell phone, enter the harvest
date and county on the Harvest Record
through the Go Outdoors GA App, online at
GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com, or by calling 1-800-
366-2661 before moving your harvest from the
site of the kill.

You can report your harvest through the GA
Outdoors App when your phone has no service.
Enter your harvest date and county on the
Harvest Record through the App. When you
get to a location with service, access the App
and sync to receive your confirmation number.

No Phone? No Problem!

Log It—Enter the harvest date and county on
your paper Harvest Record before moving the
harvest from the site of the kill.

Report It—Within 24 hours of the kill, report
your harvest by going online to GoOutdoors
Georgia.com or calling 1-800-366-2661.

Record It—Copy the confirmation number
received onto your paper Harvest Record.

TRAINING DOGS ON
PRIVATE LAND

Persons training dogs for hunting must have a
valid Hunting License unless they are on their
ownland orland of an immediate relative. There
isno closed season for training dogs on private
lands. It is unlawful to possess firearms (except
handguns with blank or shot cartridges), axes,
climbers, or other equipment for taking game
while training hunting dogs, except that shot-
guns with No. 6 or smaller shot may be used
while training pointing, flushing, and retrieving
dogs using pen-raised quail and pigeons
provided that the dog trainer maintains proof
of purchase of pen-raised quail. It is unlawful to
run deer with dogs, except during open seasons
for hunting deer with dogs, or to take game by
any means while training hunting dogs, except
during open seasons for such game. For specific
rules & regulations for dog training on WMAs
& Chattahoochee National Forest see page 67.

R&J OUTFITTERS
UntsYnINAVAVIISSoUr

176 B&C

S DaysElllyiGuidedNFair
(ChaselHuntsiwith|fodging
Startiationly;$1¢800!00!
ThesEinels eif PivEls s,
troph,

CANKTODAYY(305)606%16 1

Call 662-448-0292 www.randjoutfitters.com


http://sportsmanscondo.com
http://randjoutfitters.com
http://GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com
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HUNTING INFORMATION

CLOSED AREAS

Counties, or parts of counties, not specifically
open by law or regulation are closed to hunting.
Counties open for hunting do not include lands
within WMA s, PFAs, State Parks, or other State/
Federal lands, except when those lands are
specifically open. Hunting for all species of
wildlife is prohibited on the portion of Morgan
Falls Lake (Bull Sluice) lying within Fulton Co.
and in Willeo Creek.

PROTECTED SPECIES

For information on protected species, please
visit georgiawildlife.com.

HUNTER ORANGE
REQUIREMENTS

A hunter, and anyone accompanying the hunter,
must wear as an outer garment at least 500
square inches of daylight fluorescent orange
above the waist (which may include a head
covering) when hunting:

e deer during the primitive weapons or fire-
arms deer season

e bear during the primitive weapons or firearms
bear seasons

e feral hogs during firearms deer or bear seasons
Hunter orange is required during primitive

weapons and firearms hunts for deer, bear, and
special opportunity coyote and feral hog hunts

on WMAs, VPAs, and federal lands. Hunter
orange is not required on WMA, VPAs, or Corps
of Engineers tracts designated “archery-only”,
nor during archery deer hunts held ona WMA
during the statewide primitive weapons or
firearms seasons (unless otherwise indicated).
Hunter orange is required on WMA and VPA
small game hunts that are concurrent with fire-
arms deer or bear hunts (see more information
on page 38).

LEGAL HOURS

Legal hours for hunting are 30 minutes before
sunrise until 30 minutes after sunset, except
alligators, raccoons, opossums, foxes, coyotes,
bobcats and feral hogs which may be hunted at
night. Any light used to hunt raccoons, opos-
sums, foxes, or bobcats must be carried on the
body of the hunter, affixed to a helmet or hat
worn by the hunter, or be part of a belt system
worn by the hunter. There is no voltage restric-
tion on such lights.

Legal hours for migratory birds are 30 minutes
before sunrise to sunset (see page 34). Sunrise
and sunset times are available on the Go
Outdoors GA App.

(
UNLAWFUL

ACTIVITIES

* Hunting without landowners'
permission, including power
line, gas line, railroad and
other rights- of-way. Written
permission must be obtained if
land is so posted.

* Hunting while under the
influence of drugs or alcohol.

* Holding, possessing, releasing,
or importing wildlife without a
permit from the DNR.

* Concealing the taking or
possession of wildlife (or parts)
which the person in possession
reasonably should have known
was obtained illegally.

* Killing or crippling game without
reasonable efforts to retrieve.

* Hunt, shoot, kill, or wound any
farmed deer (e.g. elk, red deer,
fallow deer, sika deer, or axis
deer) or exotic wild animal
(e.g. farmed deer, mouflon
sheep, Barbary sheep [aoudad],
antelope, etc.) held under a wild
animal license for enjoyment,
gain, amusement, or sport.

* Hunting or shooting from or
across a public road.

* Hunting from a vehicle, plane, or
boat under power.

* Selling or purchasing any game
species or parts thereof, except
antlers, hides, and tails of legally
taken deer, tails of legally taken
squirrels, hides of legally trapped
furbearers, and legally taken
alligator products.

* Use of a computer or any other
device to remotely discharge a
firearm for the purpose of hunting.

= Use of drugs, poisons,
chemicals, smoke, gas,
explosives, or electronically-
amplified sounds to hunt any
game species.

* Use of any pitfall, deadfall, snare,
catch, net, live decoy, or baited
hook to take game species.

* Use of electronic
communications equipment to
aid in the pursuit of game.

* Disturbing wildlife dens, holes,
or homes, or driving wildlife from
their dens, holes, or homes.

* Discharging a firearm within 50
yards of a public road.

= Blinding wildlife with lights.

2023-2024 GEORGIA HUNTING SEASONS & REGULATIONS
Purchase a License by phone 1-800-366-2661 or online at www.GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com



http://georgiawildlife.com

YOUTH & NEW HUNTER
PROGRAMS .

FOR 2023-2024 4

georgiawildlife.com/education

)) Hunter Education Program

This is a required program for anyone age 16 and up who plans to hunt (and is a requirement for many of our
youth programs). Students learn how to be safe and responsible with firearms.

S.H.A.R.P. Program
)) https://georgiawildlife.com/sharp-program

Are you an adult or youth hunter with limited experience or success? The “Safe Harvest and Responsible
Practices” (S.H.A.R.P.) program at Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center provides new hunters with the basic
knowledge and skills required to confidently pursue Georgia's wild game on their own.

Give It a Shot Program
)) georgiawildlife.com/give-it-a-shot
Would you like a hands-on approach to firearms and shooting? The new and improved Give It a Shot
Program is designed to help those who are new to shooting learn the basics.

Buck Shoals WMA & Clybel WMA
georgiawildlife.com/buck-shoals-wma
georgiawildlife.com/clybel-wma

Buck Shoals WMA and Clybel WMA offer a variety of youth and adult hunt and learn programs and youth
quota hunt opportunities.

Scholastic Clay Target Program

)) georgiawildlife.com/sctp
The Georgia Independent Schools Association and the Georgia Association of Private and Parochial Schools
offer SCTP as a varsity team sport. Students who have completed hunter education have the opportunity to
shoot trap, skeet and sporting clays with the help and support of trained coaches focused on firearm safety.

National Archery in the Schools Program
)) georgiawildlife.com/NASP

NASP is an in-school archery program for students in grades 4th-12th.

georgiawildlife.com/camps

) Summer Camps

Youth of all ages have fun learning about the outdoors together at day camps and residential camps held
throughout the summer at Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center in Mansfield.
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YOUTH HUNTS

Q Quota Hunt
® Bonus Deer Hunt

¥ Quality Deer Symbol
Youth Hunt

On Big Game Youth Hunts, only the youth may hunt (age 16 years or younger). On Small Game Youth Hunts, both the youth (age 16 years and younger) and the
supervising adult may hunt. See page 70 for more information on applying for quota hunts.

YOUTH HUNT: DEER/BEAR
QUOTA APPLICATION DEADLINE: SEPT.1

for designated quota hunts only

One adult may supervise one child. For designated quota hunts, group applications
with up to five children allowed. Youth under 16 must bring supervising adult.

| _AREA | TYPE |
Allatoona Deer/Bear Oct. 21-22* Oct. 23-Nov. 1
Arrowhead Deer/Bear Sept. 9-Oct. 31
Balls Ferry State Park Deer Oct. 14-20
Beaverdam Deer Sept. 16-22*
Berry College Deer/Bear ©® Jan. 6-7*
Big Lazer Creek Deer Sept. 23-24, ¥ Nov. 17-19*
Blanton Creek Deer ¥ Oct. 7-8*
Buck Shoals Deer/Bear QI12 ® Nov. 18-19, Dec. 2-3
Bullard Creek Deer Oct. 27-29*
Carters Lake Deer/Bear Q20 ® Nov. 11
Cedar Creek Deer Nov. 21-26*
Cedar Creek -
Little River Area D Ok, AT
Sgﬁt;a‘er:‘r’;.cr:‘:; il [Line Deer Q35 Sept. 24-25
Elnl?;trzhoochee Fall Line - Deer Q50 Nov. 11-12
Chickasawhatchee Deer Nov. 19-25, Dec. 22-27
Clayhole Swamp Deer Sept. 15-17
Clybel Deer Sept. 30-Oct. 5, Nov. 21-26*
Coopers Creek Deer/Bear @® Oct. 6-8
Coosawattee Deer/Bear ® Oct. 20-22*
Crockford - Pigeon Mtn Deer/Bear @® Oct. 21-22*
Dawson Forest Deer/Bear % ® Oct. 13-15*
Dukes Creek - SWSP Deer/Bear Oct. 13-15*
Flint River Deer ¥ Oct. 7-15*
Gaither Deer Q25 Dec. 25-31
Grand Bay Deer Sept. 30-Oct. 1
Griffin Ridge Deer Oct. 27-29
Horse Creek Deer Sept. 30-Oct. 1*
J. L. Lester Deer/Bear Q20 ® Oct. 7-8, Jan. 13-14
Lake Russell Deer/Bear ® Oct. 6-8*, ® Nov. 3-5
Lanahassee Deer Dec. 24-30*
Oaky Woods Deer Oct. 14-20
Ocmulgee Deer Sept. 30-Oct. 6
Ossabaw Island Deer Q75 ® Nov. 23-25
Paulding Forest Deer/Bear @ Oct. 14-15*
Paulks Pasture Deer Sept. 15-17
Penholoway Swamp Deer Sept. 22-24
Pleasant Valley Deer/Bear Sept. 9-Oct. 19 (archery)
Pleasant Valley Deer/Bear Oct. 20-Nov. 10
River Bend Deer Oct. 20-22*
River Creek Deer ¥ Q35 Dec. 18-20
Rum Creek Deer Oct. 2-8*
Sansavilla Deer Sept. 22-24
Sapelo Island Deer ® Oct. 6-8
Tallapoosa Deer/Bear @ Oct. 6-8, Nov. 24-26, Jan. 12-14
Tuckahoe Deer Sept. 15-17*
West Point Deer ¥ Oct. 13-15*

*These hunts are Specialty Hunts (Returning Georgia Veterans, Honorary
License holders, Ladies and Youth)

YOUTH HUNT: SMALL GAME
QUOTA APPLICATION DEADLINE: OCT. 15

for designated quota hunts only

One adult may supervise two children. For designated quota hunts, group
applications with up to three children allowed. Selected child may bring one
other child and must bring only one supervising adult.

| AREA | TYPE | __ DATE |

Albany Nursery Quail QI Nov. 18, Dec. 2
Altamaha - Butler Refuge Rabbit Jan. 20-21. Archery only.
Arrowhead Small Game Jan. 15-Feb. 29
Buck Shoals Small Game QI0 Jan. 6-14, 20-28
Chickasawhatchee Quail ?02 gl:v. 113} [Des 2, ), i T8
Di-Lane Plantation Quail Q8 Feb. 3
River Creek Quail Q2 Jan. 27

. . Q2 Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 9, Jan. 13,
Silver Lake Quail 20, 27

YOUTH HUNT: TURKEY
QUOTA APPLICATION DEADLINE: FEB. 15

for designated quota hunts only

One adult may supervise one child. For designated quota hunts, group applications
with up to three children allowed. Youth under 16 must bring supervising adult.

| AREA
Albany Nursery QI Apr. 6-10, Apr. 20-24
Arrowhead Apr. 13-19
B. F. Grant Apr. 6-12
Balls Ferry State Park Apr. 6-14
Buck Shoals Q5 Apr. 20-21, May 4-5
Chattahoochee Fall Line -
Fort Perry Area A Al
Clybel Q25 Apr. 6-10, Apr. 20-24
Di-Lane Plantation Q20 Apr. 6-12
Dodge County Q2 Apr. 20-21, Apr. 27-28
Doerun Pitcherplant Bog QI Apr. 6-7, Apr. 13-14
Flat Creek April 6-14
Grand Bay Apr. 6-7, Apr. 20-21
Griffin Ridge Q25 Apr. 6-12
Hugh Gillis Q2 Apr. 19-20, May 3-4
Moody Forest Apr. 6-7
Pleasant Valley Apr. 6-May 15

River Creek Q5 Apr. 6-9, Apr. 12-15
Q25 Apr. 6-10, Apr. 20-24

Rum Creek May 4-8

Silver Lake Apr. 18-22

Standing Boy Creek QI0 Apr. 12-14, Apr. 19-21

Tallapoosa River
West Point - Dixie Creek Tract
West Point - Glovers Creek

Apr. 6-May 15*
Apr. 6-12
Apr. 6-12

YOUTH HUNT: DOVE
QUOTA APPLICATION DEADLINE: AUG. 15

for designated quota hunts only
One adult may supervise two children. For designated quota hunts, group

applications with up to three children allowed. Youth under 16 must bring
supervising adult.

| DATE |
Appling County Dove Field Sept. 2
Buck Shoals Q25 Sept. 2,9
Chattahoochee Fall Line - Hilliard ~ Q35 Sept. 2,9

Di-Lane Plantation Q75 Sept. 2, Field 2

Flat Creek Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23
Flint River Sept. 2

Indian Ford Farm Dove Fields Q50 Sept. 9

J. L. Lester Sept. 2,9
Paradise Sept. 2
Redlands Q80 Sept. 2
River Creek QI5 Sept. 2,9
Walton Q80 Sept. 2
Wilson Shoals QIS5 Sept. 2

Wayne State Farm VPA

YOUTH HUNT: WATERFOWL
QUOTA APPLICATION DEADLINE: OCT. 15

for designated quota hunts only

QI0 Sept. 2, 16, 30

One adult may supervise two children. For designated quota hunts, no group
applications allowed. Selected child may bring one other child and must bring
only one supervising adult.

[ ________AREA | DATE

Altamaha - Champney Q20 Nov. 18-19 (only Youth and Veterans

may apply)
Conasauga Nov. 11, 18, 25
Cordele Fish Hatchery Q3 Dec. 2, Jan. 13
Lula Bridge Nov. 11-12
Mead Farm Nov. 11, Nov. 18, Nov. 25

Oconee - Dan Denton
Phinizy Swamp
Pleasant Valley VPA

Q3 Pond 1 & Q2 Pond 3 Nov. 11, 25
Nov. 11
Saturdays only during season

River Creek Q3 Dec. 23 Jan. 6, 13
Rum Creek (MARSH Pond) Q3 Dec. 16, Jan. 13
Tallapoosa State Season, See page 62

West Point - Glovers Creek Nov. 11
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2023-2024 REGULATIONS

Looking for season dates and either-sex days? Go to pages 22-23

Archers may not possess any firearms while
hunting during archery deer season and primi-
tive weapons hunters may not possess any
centerfire or rimfire firearm while hunting
during the primitive weapons season unless the
person is a lawful weapons carrier as defined
in O.C.G.A. Section 16-11-125.1, subject to the
limitations of O.C.G.A. §§ 16-11-126 and 16-11-
127, except where prohibited by federal law.

ARCHERY

e Archery Only Counties: Clayton, Cobb,
DeKalb and Fulton (north of GA Hwy 92)
Counties in accordance with statewide bag
limits and other regulations.

¢ Extended Archery Season: Baker, Barrow,
Bibb, Chatham, Cherokee, Clarke, Clayton,
Cobb, Columbia, Decatur, DeKalb, Douglas,
Early, Fayette, Forsyth, Fulton, Grady,
Gwinnett, Hall, Henry, Miller, Mitchell,
Muscogee, Paulding, Richmond, Rockdale,
Seminole, and Thomas counties only in accor-
dance with statewide bag limits and other
regulations.

Chattahoochee NF & Oconee NF: During
firearms deer season, archers must follow fire-
arms either-sex dates on the National Forest.
All Chattahoochee National Forest land
east of I-75 is closed to antlerless deer
hunting. Antlered bucks only.

Archery hunting is allowed during primi-
tive weapon and firearm deer seasons. Deer
of either sex may be taken, except as other-
wise specified on WMAs. Hunting on the
Chattahoochee & Oconee National Forests
is buck-only except as otherwise specified,
see pages 23 and 64-65 for details. Archery
hunters must wear at least 500 square inches
of daylight fluorescent orange during primitive
weapons and firearms deer seasons, except in
archery-only counties or WMAs.

PRIMITIVE WEAPONS

Statewide, excluding archery-only counties.
Scopes are legal. Air rifles of .30 cal or larger
and air bows are legal. During the statewide
primitive weapons deer season and WMA
primitive weapons hunts, youth under 16
years of age may hunt deer with any legal
deer firearm.

SEASON LIMIT

10 antlerless deer and 2 antlered deer. One of
the two antlered deer must have a minimum of
4 points, 1 inch or longer, on either antler or a
minimum 15-inch outside antler spread to be
legal. (Special county antler restrictions noted
in next section).

COUNTY-WIDE ANTLER RESTRICTIONS
Dooly & Macon: antlered bucks must have
a minimum outside antler spread of 15 inches
to be legal.

Hancock, Harris, Meriwether, Montgomery
Randolph, Talbot & Troup: antlered bucks
must have a minimum of 4 points, 1-inch or
longer, on either antler or a minimum 15-inch
outside antler spread to be legal.

CHECKING YOUR DEER

All deer hunters are required to have a Harvest
Record for the current season. Additionally,
harvested deer must be reported through
Georgia Game Check within 24 hours (see
Georgia Game Check on page 14).

ANTLERS

Antlerless deer are those having no visible
antlers above the hairline (including “button
bucks”) and may only be taken during either-
sex or antlerless seasons or hunts. During
“buck-only” hunts or seasons, a deer must
have antlers visible above the hairline to be
legal for harvest.

HEAD OF DEER

It is unlawful to remove the head of a deer
until the deer is processed or surrendered to
a storage facility for storage or processing.

BUILT
TO LAST.

BACKED BY A
LIFETIME GUARANTEE.

Get 10% OFF secure
gun storage with
promo code GAG23
EXPIRES 12/31/23

<KALISPEL

CASE LINE

CUSICK, WASHINGTON

KalispelCaseLine.net



http://www.kalispelcaseline.net
http://www.southeasternfarmbrokers.com

TRANSPORTING DEER HARVESTED

BY ANOTHER HUNTER

Persons transporting deer harvested by another
hunter must possess, in writing, the complete
name, address, telephone and hunting license
number of the person who harvested the deer,
and the Game Check confirmation number.

COOLER LOCKERS

Whole or field-dressed deer received by a
cold-storage or meat processing facility must
be marked with the hunter’s name, date,
county of harvest and sex of deer. Hunters
must provide the Game Check confirma-
tion number to the facility when dropping
off a deer. A list of processors is available at
GoHuntGeorgia.com.

LAKES, STREAMS AND PONDS
Itis unlawful to take a deer by any means while
it is in a lake, stream, or pond.

RIGHTS-OF-WAY/

TRANSMISSION TOWERS

Hunting from a stand or platform attached
to a transmission tower is trespassing and
is prohibited. Written permission must be
obtained from the landowner to hunt on power
line, gas line, railroad, or other rights-of-way.

CHRONIC WASTING

DISEASE PREVENTION

If you harvest a white-tailed deer, mule deer,
elk, moose, caribou, or any other species of deer
outside the state of Georgia, you may bring back
only the following carcass parts:

1 —boned-out meat or products thereof;

2 — hides with no heads attached;

3 — antlers, skulls, skull plates, teeth or jawbones
with no soft tissue attached (velvet antlers
are okay);

4 — finished taxidermy products.

CWD TESTING

Georgia Wildlife Resources Division has
conducted statewide surveillance for CWD
since 2002. Because the disease has not been
found in Georgia to date, there is no recom-
mendation from the Centers for Disease Control
to test deer before consuming them. However,
should you still want to test a deer for CWD
you may contact your local Game Management
office (see page 4) to make an appointment to
bring the head in for testing. The fee for testing
a deer head for CWD is $40 per deer. When
removing the head from the deer be sure to
leave at least 4 inches of neck attached and store
it refrigerated, not frozen. For more information
please visit https://georgiawildlife.com/cwd.

CARCASS DISPOSAL

Although CWD has not been detected in Georgia,
hunters can help minimize the spread of disease
by following these guidelines on carcass disposal:

e Field dress deer on the property where they
were killed.

e Returnany unused carcass parts (bones, hide,
trimmings, etc.) to the property where the deer
was killed or bag them and send them to a
landfill as you would handle household waste.

e Never dispose of carcass parts in a lake,
stream, or river or on a road side or property
other than where the deer was killed.

DEER URINE AND CWD

Hunters are strongly encouraged to only use
synthetic urine products or natural urine
products bearing the Responsible Hunting
Scent Association’s Deer Protection Program
Checkmark.

(
LEARN MORE

ABOUT CWD AT:

georgiawildlife.com/cwd or scan
the QR code below.
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DEER HUNTING

2023-2024 DEER SEASONS & EITHER-SEX DAYS

REFERENCE THE TABLES ON THE RIGHT TO SEE YOUR AREA'S
EITHER-SEX DEER HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES ON PRIVATE LAND.

2023-2024 GEORGIA HUNTING SEASONS & REGULATIONS
Purchase a License by phone 1-800-366-2661 or online at www.GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com

Archery/Shotgun/Muzzleloader Only

Yellow

N ][] £



YELLOW

Archery Sept. 9,2023 Oct. 13, 2023

Primitive Weapons Oct. 14,2023 Oct. 20, 2023
Oct. 21,2023 Nov. 24, 2023
Nov. 25,2023  Nov. 26, 2023

Firearms Nov. 27,2023 Dec. 31, 2023
Jan. 1, 2024 Jan. 1, 2024
Jan.2,2024  Jan. 14, 2024

cquipment | STARTING | ENDING | opporTuniTy [ll EQUIPMENT | STARTING | ENDING | OPPORTUNITY |

Archery Sept. 9,2023 Oct. 13, 2023
Primitive Weapons Oct. 14,2023 Oct. 20, 2023
Oct. 21,2023 Nov. 2, 2023
Nov. 3, 2023 Nov. 9, 2023
Firearms Nov. 10,2023 Dec. 31, 2023
Jan. 1, 2024 Jan. 1, 2024
Jan. 2,2024  Jan. 14, 2024

Archery Sept. 9,2023 Oct. 13, 2023
Primitive Weapons Oct. 14,2023 Oct. 20, 2023
Oct. 21,2023 Nov. 2, 2023
Nov. 3, 2023 Nov. 9, 2023
R Nov. 10, 2023  Nov. 16, 2023
Nov. 17,2023  Nov. 23, 2023
Nov. 24,2023 Dec. 31, 2023
Jan. 1, 2024 Jan. 14, 2024

Archery

Sept. 9,2023 Jan. 31, 2024

Sept. 9, 2023
Oct. 14, 2023
Oct. 21, 2023

Oct. 13, 2023
Oct. 20, 2023
Jan. 14, 2024

Either-Sex
Either-Sex
Either-Sex

In Hancock, Harris, Meriwether, Montgomery, Randolph, Talbot and Troup

Either-Sex Archery
Either-Sex Primitive Weapons
Antlered Bucks Only Firearms
Either-Sex

Antlered Bucks Only

Either-Sex

Antlered Bucks Only outside spread

Either-Sex

Archery
Either-Sex
Antlered Bucks Only Primitive Weapons
Either-Sex Firearms

Antlered Bucks Only
Either-sex
Antlered Bucks Only

Either-Sex

Either-Sex Baker, Barrow,
Bibb, Chatham

Antlered Bucks Onl b ;

- Y Cherokee, Clarke,
Either-Sex Clayton, Cobb,
Antlered Bucks Only Columbia, Decatur,

. DeKalb, Douglas,
Either-Sex Early, Fayette,
Antlered Bucks Only Forsyth, Fulton,
B Grady, Gwinnett,

Hall, Henry, Miller,
Mitchell, Muscogee,
Paulding, Richmond,
Rockdale, Seminole,
and Thomas

Either-Sex

Sept. 9, 2023
Sept. 25, 2023
Oct. 14, 2023
Oct. 21, 2023

Jan. 15, 2024

Counties, only antlered bucks with at least 4 points (one inch or longer) on
either side or a 15-inch outside spread are legal.

In Dooly and Macon Counties, antlered bucks must have a minimum 15-inch

Sept. 24, 2023
Oct. 13, 2023
Oct. 20, 2023
Jan. 15, 2024

Antlered Bucks Only
Either-Sex
Either-Sex
Either-Sex

Jan. 31,2024  Either-Sex

s

CHATTAHOOCHEE & OCONEE
NATIONAL FORESTS

= Chattahoochee National Forest
(outside of WMA ) firearms
deer season
Oct. 21,2023 -Jan. 1,2024
Buck Only except as noted below.

= Chattahoochee National Forest
(outside of WMA ) firearms
either-sex days
West of I-75
Buck only (except during county
either-sex days)
East of I-75
Closed to antlerless deer hunting
during archery, primitive weapons,
and firearms deer seasons.

® Oconee National Forest (outside
of WMASs) firearmsdeer season
Oct. 21,2023 - Jan. 14, 2024

Buck Only except as noted below

= Oconee National Forest (outside of
WMAs) firearmseither-sex days

Nov. 4-5, Nov. 25-26, Dec. 30-31

Refer to pages 64 & 65 forarchery
and primitive weapons seasons
and more information.

WWW.GOHUNTGEORGIA.COM
Ranger Hotline 1-800-241-4113
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—— DEER HUNTING

DOG-DEER HUNTING

DOG-DEER SEASONS

Hunting deer with dogs is allowed in select counties by permit only. Hunting deer with dogs is allowed on leased properties of at least 1,000
contiguous acres or privately-owned properties of at least 250 acres that are permitted by DNR. Permits are specific to only one piece of property
and only one permit application per property should be submitted. Applications for a permit must be received at least 30 days prior to hunting
deer with dogs. Applicants wishing to hunt on opening day must submit an application by September 21, 2023. Applications are available at
gadnrle.org/special-permits. The permit number must be clearly marked on all dogs and all vehicles being used during the hunt. Call (770)
918-6408 for specific rules and regulations.

Atkinson (south of US Hwy 82), Jefferson, and Johnson (east of GA Hwy 15) Nov. 23 - Jan. 14

Brantley, Bryan, Bulloch, Burke, Calhoun, Camden, Candler, Charlton, Chatham, Clinch, Dougherty, Echols, Effingham, Emanuel, Evans,

Glynn (except Jekyll Island), Jenkins, Lanier (east of the Alapaha River and southeast of US Hwy 221), Liberty, Long, MclIntosh, Pierce

(southeast of US Hwy 84 and portion lying northwest of US Hwy 84 and east of Scenic Drive), Screven, Tattnall, Ware (south of US Hwy Oct. 21 - Jan. 14
82; and that portion lying north of US Hwy 82 and southeast of US Hwy 84), Washington (north of GA Hwy 24), and Wayne (north of US

Hwy 341 and west of Beard’s Bluff Rd.; north of GA Hwy 169; and southeast of US Hwy 84)

Baker, Decatur, Early, Grady, Seminole, and Thomas Oct. 21 - Jan. 15

Colquitt, Marion, Stewart, Terrell, and Webster Dec.9 - Jan. 14

(
VIEW THIS POPULAR GUIDE

ONLINE

Information in this printed hunting regulations guide may become outdated. For the most up-to-date
rules, regulations, and hunting information, please visit eregulations.com/georgia/hunting or scan the
QR code to the right.
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Need advice on how to manage deer and
turkeys on your property or hunt club?

Georgia’s Deer Management
Assistance Program has biologists
dedicated to helping hunt clubs and
landowners meet their objectives
through habitat and herd management
recommendations. Learn more at
georgiawildlife.com/DMAP

[t [

Scan to learn more!
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http://georgiawildlife.com/DMAP
http://www.turnermc.com
http://havalon.com

— 2023-2024
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HUNTING REGULATIONS

BAITING

Bait: corn, wheat, other grains, salts, apples, and other feed that
has been placed, exposed, deposited, distributed, or scattered so
as to constitute a lure, attraction, or enticement to game animals
or game birds.

ITISUNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO:
* Hunt any game animal (except as noted below) or game bird upon,
over, around, or within 200 yards of bait.

* Hunt any area for a period of 10 days following complete removal
of all bait.

5P |

* Hunt any game or feral hog over bait, or place bait, on any State or

Federal managed lands. MA':gg:lAll.iTl
e Place bait in a manner that will cause hunting on an adjacent property

to be prohibited.

Did you know season timing and length is more

Taking of any big game, other than deer, over bait is subject to effective than bag limits when managing wildlife
a fine of $5,000 and/or imprisonment up to 12 months. . . . ol
populations? Bag limits effectively protect wildlife

EXCEPTIONS FOR DEER AND FERAL HOGS: populations by preventing the commercialization of
¢ Deer and feral hogs may be hunted over or near any bait on private meat and parts from decimating wildlife numbers.
lands in all counties, provided the hunter has written permission However, truly increasing or decreasing harvest

from the landowner. It is unlawful to hunt deer over bait, or place

bait, on any state or federally managed lands. numbers requires adjusting season length and timing

) i ) and cutting back some hunting opportunities. For
e Placing bait for deer or hogs may make a property (or portion of a most species, many hunters don't come close to
property) un-huntable for other species, such as turkeys. Hunters are . ..
urged to communicate with others who may hunt other species on killing the actual bag limit. For ?Xample' less than
or near an area where baiting for deer or hogs is being considered. 10% of successful deer hunters kill more than 2 deer

annually while nearly half don't kill any.

#~ 49 RATING

300+ Reviews CERTIFICATES EMAILED IMMEDIATELY %

UP TO 7 LANDOWNERS FOR FREE $

i

¢= HUNTING

_  LEASE INSURANCE

instant quote. FOR HUNTERS & LANDOWNERS

MONTHLY START DATES

(866) 761-5380 ¢ insurance.ahuntinglease.org/georgia

The American Hunting Lease Association is a trade association promoting and protecting the hunting lease concept. The AHLA is not an insurance agency and makes no claims as s
insurance is produced by Assured Partners and made available through an exclusive partnership with the AHLA.



http://www.ahuntinglease.org
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—— SHOOTING RANGE OPPORTUNITIES

ARCHERY & FIREARMS RANGES

DNR provides recreational archery and target firearms shooting ranges © DNR FIREARMS RANGES

around the state. For the convenience of range visitors, rules are posted

at all ranges. Hearing and eye protection are required at all firearms m RANGE HOURS

ranges. Please visit GoHuntGeorgia.com or call at 706-557-3355 for Thursday-Sunday: 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

hours, complete rules, and specific range information. We hope you  edar Creek WMA oy ey, Bl
. . s Thanksgiving Day, & Christmas
will enjoy visiting one of our ranges soon.

Mike Commander Tues.-Sat. 9:00 am - 6:00 pm
Land Access: Any person, ages 16 and older, enteringa WMA or PFA  (Chickasawhatchee), Sunday 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm
must possess a valid license for hunting or fishing or a Lands Pass  Clybel, Richmond Hill, and ~ CLOSED: Mondays, Easter, Thanksgiving Day,
(exclusions apply). Visit www.georgiawildlife.com/LandAccess for = Wilson Shoals WMAs & Christmas
a list of all public properties and access requirements. Cohutta WMA (USFS - https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/
Sumac Creek Shooting conf/recreation/otheractivities/
Range) recarea/?recid=10483&actid=106

Beaverdam, Big Lazer
Creek, Bullard Creek, Dixon
Memorial, Hannahatchee,
Mayhaw, Ocmulgee, West

Tuesday-Sunday: sunrise to sunset
CLOSED: Mondays

© DNR ARCHERY RANGES Al NN
John’s Mountain WMA https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/

(USFS - Chestnut Mountain  conf/recreation/otheractivities/

Amicalola Falls State Park McDuffie PEA Shooting Range) recarea/?recid=10474&actid=106

Bullard Creek WMA Ocmulgee WMA

Carters Lake WMA Oconee WMA

Chickasawhatchee WMA Panola Mountain State Park Nil

Clarks Hill WMA Richmond Hill WMA s

Clybel WMA Rich Mountain WMA - Cartecay Tract

Dodge County PFA River Bend WMA

Evans County PFA Rocky Mountain PFA

Flat Creek PFA Unicoi State Park

General Coffee State Park Victoria Bryant State Park

Georgia Veterans State Park Walton WMA

J. L. Lester WMA

TR e———

Hi-PointFirearms.com



http://www.mkssupply.com
http://gooutdoorsgeorgia.com
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/conf/recreation/otheractivities/recarea/?recid=10483&actid=106
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/conf/recreation/otheractivities/recarea/?recid=10483&actid=106
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/conf/recreation/otheractivities/recarea/?recid=10483&actid=106
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/conf/recreation/otheractivities/recarea/?recid=10474&actid=106
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/conf/recreation/otheractivities/recarea/?recid=10474&actid=106
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/conf/recreation/otheractivities/recarea/?recid=10474&actid=106
http://www.gohuntgeorgia.com
http://www.georgiawildlife.com/LandAccess




—— HUNTING REGULATIONS
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BEAR, TURKEY, FERAL HOG, ALLIGATOR & SMALL GAME

See Seasons and Bag Limits on pages 32-34

BEAR
LIMIT

Two bears per season, however, only one bear
may be taken from the Central or Southern Zone.

STATEWIDE RESTRICTIONS

It is unlawful to kill a female bear with cub(s)
or bears under 75 pounds. No hunting bears
over bait.

REPORTING HARVESTED BEARS
e All bear hunters are required to have a
Harvest Record for the current season.

¢ Harvested bears must be reported through
Georgia Game Check within 24 hours (see
page 14).

¢ Additional checking and tagging require-
ments are listed under each bear zone.

Northern Bear Zone

Carroll, Fulton, DeKalb, Gwinnett, Walton,
Barrow, Jackson, Madison, Hart and all coun-
ties north.

Youth (under 16 years of age) may hunt
bear with any legal bear firearm during the
Primitive Weapons season.

Restrictions: Hunting bears with dogs is

prohibited except as specified for Chattahoochee

& Chestatee WMAs (pages 45-46).

Checking & Tagging:

® Bears killed during bonus deer hunts must
be reported via Georgia Game Check and
taken on the day of kill to the check station
for sample collection and tagging.

e Within 3 business days, bears (minimum of
hide and skull) must be taken to any Game
Management Office (except Fitzgerald)
during regular business hours or to a state
approved cooperator for biological data
collection and tagging.

e List of approved cooperators may be found
at https://georgiawildlife.com/bear-info.

CHANGING
THE GAME

T

5-Star Reviewed!
Go from “gamey”
to game-changing
meals with this

tactical, practical, how-to guide that
walks you through butchering and
preparing wild game so it is delicious
and tender every time!

By nevw e yrewr feveriie emline
bookcﬁ

Hours may vary; contact cooperators for
details.

* Harvested bears may also be checked at any
WMA check station in the counties listed
above that are open for a bear or bonus deer
hunt between 8 a.m. - 8§ p.m.

Central Bear Zone
Bibb, Bleckley, Houston, and Twiggs Counties.

Restrictions: No hunting bears with dogs.
No hunting bears on WMAs.

Checking & Tagging:

* Harvested bears must be tagged at the Oaky
Woods WMA check station between noon
and 9 p.m. on the day of the hunt(s).

Southern Bear Zone
Brantley, Camden, Charlton, Clinch, Echols,
Lanier, Lowndes and Ware counties.

Restrictions: Hunting with dogs is allowed,
except in Lanier and Lowndes Counties, where
only still hunting is allowed.

Checking & Tagging:
Bears (minimum of hide and skull) must be
tagged within 24 hours at one of these locations:

e Fargo Georgia Forestry Commission Office
— Thursdays and Fridays 11 am. - 7 p.m,;
Saturdays noon - 9 p.m., all hunt days

¢ Folkston Georgia Forestry Commission
Office — Thursdays and Fridays 11 a.m. -
7 p.m,; Saturdays noon - 9 p.m., all hunt days

¢ Dixon Memorial WMA - Sept. 28-30; 8 a.m. -
8 p.m.

e After hours, call 1-800-241-4113, or 912-262-
3173 on the following business day to arrange
tagging.

TURKEY

LIMIT

Daily: 1 gobbler per hunter

Season: 2 gobblers per hunter

WMAs, VPAs, & National Forest lands: 1 gobbler
per area per hunter (see page 38)

CHECK YOUR TURKEY

All turkey hunters are required to have a Harvest
Record for the current season. Additionally,
harvested turkeys must be reported through

Georgia Game Check within 24 hours (see
page 14).

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY SEASON

Season is for youth 16 years of age and younger
and mobility impaired persons (i.e. confined
to wheelchair, hemiplegia, monoplegia, para-
plegia, or single-leg amputation above the
knee). Such hunters must be accompanied by
alicensed adult (18 years or older) who can call
but may not take or attempt to take a turkey.
This season does not apply to public lands
unless otherwise specified.

TURKEY SURVEY

All turkey hunters are encouraged to partici-
pate in the Turkey Hunting Population
Survey to record turkey observations and
hunter success during the spring season. Visit
georgiawildlife.com/turkey-info or call
(706) 557-3264.

BANDED TURKEYS

Hunters harvesting a banded turkey are asked
to report their harvest at georgiawildlife.
com/turkeyband or call 706-557-3350.

FERALHOG
PRIVATE LANDS

Limit: No limit, no closed season.

Feral hogs may be hunted at night on private
land. Hunting over bait is allowed. No hunting
from a vehicle under power.

LICENSE REQUIREMENTS:

Residents: All residents 16 years of age or
older must possess a hunting license to hunt
or trap feral hogs except when hunting on land
owned by them or their immediate family
(blood or dependent relationship) residing in
the same household.

Nonresidents: Must possess a nonresident
hunting license.

Exemptions to many of these restrictions for
agricultural producers are available by permit.
Contact your local Game Management Office
for details see page 4.

LEGAL WEAPONS ON PRIVATE LAND
Any legal weapon. Additional weapon restric-
tions apply on WMAs and federal lands.

WMAS AND NATIONAL FOREST LANDS
Limit: No limit.

Hogs may be taken with primitive weapons
during primitive weapons deer season, archery
equipment during archery deer season, with
deer weapons during firearms deer season,
with turkey weapons during turkey season and
with small game weapons during small game
season. No night hunting. No hunting over bait.
Hunting license requirements must be met.
Hunter orange is required during firearms
and primitive weapons deer and bear hunts.
See page 67 for dog training seasons and rules.
See pages 64-66 for federal lands.


https://georgiawildlife.com/bear-info
http://georgiawildlife.com/turkey-info
http://georgiawildlife.com/turkeyband
http://georgiawildlife.com/turkeyband
http://www.tetrahearing.com
http://www.changingthewildgame.com

TRANSPORTING & RELEASE

It is unlawful to transport a live feral hog
without a permit from the Georgia Department
of Agriculture (GDA). Feral hogs captured
alive by a person without a valid GDA permit
must be killed prior to transport. Release of
any live feral hogs into an area that is not
fenced in accordance with GDA regulations
is prohibited. Any persons convicted of the
transport or release of live feral hogs may be
subject to losing hunting privileges for up
to three years and a fine up to $5,000.00, but
not less than $1,500.00. Transport and posses-
sion of live feral hogs are regulated by GDA;
contact the Livestock & Poultry Program at
404-656-3665 for more information or visit
http://agr.georgia.gov/feral-hogs.aspx.

PROCESSING

Any facility that processes hogs for a fee,
including deer processors, must obtain a license

to operate from the Meat Inspection Section of

the Georgia Department of Agriculture. For more

information, deer processors may contact the

Georgia Meat Inspection office at 404-656-3673.
Licensing requirements do not apply to indi-
viduals who process feral swine for their own use.

DISEASE PRECAUTION
Feral hogs can carry infectious diseases that
are transmissible to people. To avoid possible

exposure: wear plastic gloves when field-
dressing feral hogs; wash hands with soap
and hot water immediately afterwards; avoid
direct contact with blood and reproductive
organs; cook thoroughly; and properly dispose
of all waste.

ALLIGATOR

Please visit our website, GoOutdoorsGeorgia.
com for complete alligator hunting rules and
regulations.

Check Your Alligator: Harvested alligators
must be reported through Georgia Game Check
within 24 hours (see page 14).

Season: August 18 (sunset) - October 2 (sunrise)

Quota Process: Alligator harvest is by permit
only. To enter the selection process, log into
your account at GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com.

Application Period: June 1 - July 15

Legal Weapons: Hand-held ropes or snares,
snatch hooks, harpoons, gigs, or arrows with
restraining line attached. Lawfully restrained
alligators may be killed with any caliber
handgun or bangstick.

SMALL GAME

(See page 33 for seasons and bag limits)

BOBCAT & FOX

Bobcats and foxes may be hunted with small
game firearms or centerfire firearms of .17
caliber or larger. Manual calls only. Hunting
with dogs allowed. Night hunting allowed.

TRAPPING

Complete trapping regulations are available
at GoHuntGeorgia.com. See pages 33 & 39
for seasons.

FALCONRY

Valid falconry permit and hunting license
required. For season dates and limits for water-
fowl see page 35.

e Squirrel (12 per day) Aug. 15 - Mar. 15

¢ Grouse (3 per day) Oct. 1 - Mar. 15

e Rabbit (12 per day) Oct. 1 - Mar. 15

* Quail (12 per day) Oct. 1 - Mar. 15

UNPROTECTED SPECIES

Coyotes, armadillos, groundhogs, beavers, star-
lings, pigeons, English sparrows, and nutria
are unprotected species. No closed season.
No limit. Electronic calls may be used for
hunting coyotes.

BRANTLEY'S MARINE & GUNS, INC
2703 EAST FIRST STREET, VIDALIA, GA 30474

912-537-2132

1-800-962-1465

GUNS! GUNS! GUNS!

OVER 2,000 GUNS ON DISPLAY
LARGEST SELECTION IN THE SOUTHEAST!

Tower Stands

Knives & Edge Products

condo Blinds
Now in Stock!

Hawk & Sightmark

CamotiageltlothingjloEvery/Need

Boots & Waders

Products
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— BIG GAME HUNTING

2023-2024 SEASONS, DATES & LIMITS

Hunting seasons, dates, and bag limits on WMAs, PFAs, State Parks, and federal lands may differ from those below.
See pages 42-66 for specific dates in the area specific listing.

Archery
Extended Archery: See
page 20 for counties.
Primitive Weapons & Youth-
Only Firearms (see page 20)

Deer

Firearms*

Northern Zone

Bear
Central Zone

Southern Zone

Special Opportunity,
Statewide

Turkey Private Lands

WMAs, VPAs & National Forest

Sept. 9 - Oct. 13
Jan. 15 - 31

Oct. 14 - Oct. 20

Oct. 21 - Jan. 14

Oct. 21-Jan. 15 (Baker, Decatur,
Early, Grady, Miller, Mitchell,
Seminole, & Thomas Counties)

Archery: Sept. 9 - Oct. 13

Primitive Weapons & Youth Only
Firearms: Oct. 14 - 20

Firearms: Oct. 21 - Jan. 14
Firearms: Dec. 16*

Firearms: Sept. 21-23, Sept. 28-30,
Oct. 5-7, Oct. 12-14

Mar. 23-24, 2024
Mar. 30 - May 15, 2024

Apr. 6 - May 15, 2024

See pages 22-23 for either sex days.

12 per season, Statewide. No more than 10 may be antlerless
and no more than 2 may be antlered. One of the 2 antlered deer
must have at least 4 points, one inch or longer, on one side of
the antlers or at least a 15-inch outside spread. See page 20 for
requirements in counties with antler restrictions.

*Firearms deer hunting is not allowed in Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb,
Fulton (north of GA Hwy 92), and that portion of Glynn County
lying within Jekyll Island. In the portion of Forsyth County
south of GA Hwy 20 only shotguns and muzzleloaders may be
used (no other firearms allowed).

In Baker, Decatur, Early, Grady, Miller, Mitchell, Seminole, &
Thomas Cos., the first 2 weeks of archery is buck only.

Two per season, provided, however, no more than one of
these may be taken from the Central or Southern Zones.
See pages 14 & 30 for bear harvest and reporting requirements.
See page 38 for reporting requirements for bears harvested on
WMAs.

*If fewer than 6 female bears are harvested on December 16
then a 2nd hunt day will be opened (please visit
www.georgiawildlife.com after December 18).

Only for youth 16 years of age or younger and mobility impaired

persons (see page 30). This season does not apply to public
lands unless otherwise specified.

2 Gobblers per season; Daily bag limit of 1 (including Special

Opportunity season). On WMAs, VPAs, & National Forest lands:
1 gobbler per area per person. See individual WMA listings

for specifics pages 42-66.

THINKING ABOUT SELLING YOUR LAND?

MATT GLANDER

East Central Georgia

404.538.7000

DANIEL FOWLER

Southwest Georgia

229.561.5097

DALE BURLEY

South Central Georgia

770.598.1768

JAMES WALKER

Central Georgia

404.216.9061

GRANTSON MARTIN

Central Georgia

478.636.0237

CAL HARDIE
West Georgia

770.296.2163

JACKSON PRYOR

Northern Georgia

678.544.7098

JASON MCGEE

Northwest Georgia

706.574.9025

CAMERON BRUCE

Southeast Georgia

912.674.4130

2
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SMALL GAME
2023-2024 SEASONS, DATES & LIMITS

Hunting seasons, dates, and bag limits on WMAs, PFAs, State Parks, and |

federal lands may differ from those below. See pages 42-66 for specific Gunner Sherrard’s
dates in the area specific listing. first squirrels.
) Zone & Quota _ 1 per quota
Alligator Limited AU T = EE permit holder
Fox & Bobcat Statewide Dec. 1 - Feb. 29 No limit
Grouse Statewide Oct. 15 - Feb. 29 3 per day
Quail Statewide Nov. 18 - Feb. 29 12 per day
Rabbit Statewide Nov. 18 - Feb. 29 12 per day
e —
Private lands No closed season No limit
Raccoon &
Opossum
Public lands Aug. 15 - Feb. 29 No limit
Squirrel Statewide Aug. 15 - Feb. 29 12 per day

Bobcat, Fox, Mink,
Muskrat, Otter, Statewide Dec. 1 - Feb. 29 No limit
Skunk, Weasel

TRAPPING

Raccoon, Opossum Statewide No closed season No limit

Woops ~WATER AYSportingjBaradise
Hunting and Fishing Adventures
yneshoroEIBurkelCounty]GA
e SRR A Tl ahe F EBird[D0y CapitaloRthelWorlog
$1050° $950°

HUNTS ARE 100% FAIR CHASE

CONDUCTED ON 6000+ ACRES
IN MIDDLE GEORGIA

LODGING INCLUDED ON ALL TRIPS! o) &Emmmmﬂmmm

*prices subject to change

eiThelSavannaht&{0geechee]rivers}
888 MAX GAME + 888.629.4263
o0z T b im gkt



http://www.woodsnwaterinc.com
http://burkechamber.org
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MIGRATORY BIRDS

2023-2024 SPECIES, DATES & LIMITS

Canada Goose Geese &

White-fronted Geese SENIED
Brant Closed

Common (Wilson’s) Snipe Statewide
Coot Statewide
Crow Statewide
Doves Statewide

7]

[~}

=

: Ducks Statewide

-3

o

=

g Gallinules Statewide

-

8 Harlequin Closed
Mergansers Statewide
Snow Geese Statewide
Sora and Rails Statewide
Teal Statewide
Woodcock Statewide

* Possession limits are 3 times the daily bag limit.

FEDERALLY REGULATED
MIGRATORY BIRDS

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
regulates the harvest of migratory birds by
establishing framework (opening and closing
dates, maximum season length, and maximum
bag limits) within which states can set their
migratory bird hunting seasons. Georgia annu-
ally establishes waterfowl and late-season
migratory bird hunting season dates and bag
limits that maximize opportunity within the
framework adopted by the USFWS.

In addition to State regulations, Federal
rules apply to the taking, possession,
shipping, transporting, and storage of

RAISE
CHICKENS?

We have a wide selection of the
finest handcrafted coops
to fit anyone’s budget.

Call Us Now for
Pricing & Information!

1.866.411.SHED

Sept. 2-24
Oct. 7-22
Nov. 18-26
Dec. 9 - Jan. 28

5 per day, combined

Nov. 14 - Feb. 28 8 per day
Nov. 18-26
Dec.9-Jan.2g  'oPerday
Nov. 5 - Feb. 28 No limit
Sept. 2 - Oct. 8
Nov. 18-26 15 per day

Dec. 19 - Jan. 31

6 per day; no more than

Nov. 18-26 4 may be sea ducks
Dec. 9 - Jan. 28 Y D6 ¢ L
See Species Limits
Nov. 18-26
Dec.9-Jan.2g  'oPerday
Nov. 18-26
Dec.9-Jan.28 O Perday
Oct. 7-22
Nov. 18-26 5 per day
Dec. 9 - Jan. 28
King & Clapper:
Oct. 8-28 15 per day
Nov. 8 - Dec. 26 Sora and Virginia:
25 per day
Sept. 9-24 6 per day
Dec. 9 - Jan. 22 3 per day

migratory birds. Each hunter should also
consult official Federal Regulations, which
may be found in: Title 50, Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 20.

GA WATERFOWL AND

MIGRATORY BIRD LICENSE

A GA Waterfowl & Migratory Bird License
is required for any person age 16 and older
who hunts migratory birds (doves, ducks,
geese, woodcock, snipe, coots, soras, rails, or
gallinules). A free GA Waterfowl & Migratory
Bird License is available for all resident
Landowners hunting their own land and also
for any Sportsman’s License, Youth Sportsman’s
License, Disability Sportsman’s License,
Disability Hunting License, Honorary License
or Lifetime Sportsman’s License holder.

FEDERAL DUCK STAMP

Federal Duck Stamp is required for all water-
fowl (ducks and geese) hunters 16 years of age
or older, including resident landowners and
their immediate family. The stamp is valid
from July 1 - June 30 and must be signed in
ink across the face. The Federal Migratory
Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp is
available at US Post Offices, 1-800-STAMP24,
www.GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com, or usps.com.

Black or T
Mottled per day
Canvasback 2 per day
Fulvous 9 eErak
Whistling perday
2 per day
Wil (only 1 may be a hen)
Pintail 1 per day
Redhead 2 per day
Scaup 1 per day
Wood Duck 3 per day
~
S
=3 Eider 3 per day
g (only 1 may be a hen)
]
=
ol
So
= g Long-tailed
2 -
< | duck S[EPCEY
-
=
w
3
w
=
8 Scoter 3 per day
(7)
A
LEGAL HOURS

ALL MIGRATORY BIRDS: % hour before sunrise
to sunset.

FEDERAL YOUTH, ACTIVE

DUTY MILITARY, & VETERANS
WATERFOWL DAYS

Nov. 11-12, 2023

Youth 16 years of age or younger may hunt
waterfowl or geese on these days. An adult at
least 18 years of age must accompany the youth
into the field but may not hunt. Additionally,
active duty military and veterans may hunt
waterfowl or geese on these days in accor-
dance with all other license requirements and
bag limits.

CROWS

Electronic calls may be used. Crows may be
taken outside of these dates only when causing
agricultural damage.

EURASIAN COLLARED DOVES
May be taken at any time; no limit.

NON-TOXIC SHOT

Any 10-gauge or smaller loaded with feder-
ally approved nontoxic shot of size “F” or
smaller. No lead shot may be in possession
while hunting waterfowl.



POSSESSION OF MIGRATORY

BIRDS HARVESTED BY ANOTHER
Persons possessing migratory birds harvested
by another hunter must possess, in writing, the
hunter’s signature, address, total number of
birds harvested by species and dates of harvest.

BANDED BIRDS

Hunters harvesting any banded migratory
bird should go to the Bird Banding Laboratory
website at www.reportband.gov to report
the band number and how, when and where it
was recovered.

FALCONRY (FOR MIGRATORY BIRDS)
Valid falconry permit and hunting license
required.

Limits:

3 per day, 9 in possession

Dates:

Sept. 2-24

Oct. 7-22

Nov. 11-12

Nowv. 18 - Dec. 2

Dec. 9 -Jan. 28

CAUTION: More restrictive regulations may
apply to National Wildlife Refuges open to public
hunting. For additional information on Federal
Regulations, contact Special Agent-in-Charge,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 75 Spring Street,
SW. Atlanta, GA 30303 or call 404-679-7057.

SPECIAL REGULATIONS

LAKES ALLATOONA &

LANIER RESTRICTIONS:

No hunting allowed within 600 feet of a dock,
house, structure, bridge, road, boat ramp,
marina or open recreation area. Contact the
local Game Management Region Office (see
page 4) for open dates, closed recreation areas
open for hunting and other special rules
for waterfowl hunting on Lakes Allatoona
& Lanier, or visit georgiawildlife.com/
migratory-bird-info.

GEORGIA POWER LAKES

(IN NORTH GEORGIA):

No hunting allowed within 300 feet of any
dock, house, boat ramp, marina or open recre-
ation area without permission from the lease
or property owner.

Lakes open for duck and goose hunting: Lake
Burton, Lake Seed, Lake Rabun, Tallulah Falls
Lake, Lake Tugalo and Lake Yonah. Contact
the Game Management Region 2 Office at
770-535-5700 for dates and other special rules
for waterfowl hunting on Georgia Power Lakes
in North Georgia, or visit georgiawildlife.
com/migratory-bird-info.

LAKE WALTER F. GEORGE (LWFG):

No hunting allowed on the portions of LWFG
in Georgia within 600 feet of a dock, house,
structure, bridge, road, boat ramp, marina,

NOW HIRING

JOIN OUR TEAM TODAY

MAKE A DIFFERENCE o CAREER PATHWAYS
BENEFIT PLANS e« PAID LEAVE AND TRAINING

Destiny Sentell on opening day of dove season.

or open recreation area. Waterfowl hunting
from land is prohibited outside of the specified
“Hunting Areas”. A Corps permit is required
to hunt waterfowl on all areas of the lake, except
the Eufaula NWR. Information on how to
purchase a permit (in person or by mail only):
www.sam.usace.army.mil or 229-768-2516.

LAKE BLACKSHEAR, LAKE

OCONEE, LAKE SEMINOLE, LAKE
SINCLAIR & LAKE OLIVER (SOUTH

OF STANDING BOY CREEK):

No hunting allowed within 300 feet of a dock,
house, structure, bridge, road, boat ramp,
marina or open recreation area.

$40,040 - 544,044

CORRECTIONAL OFFICER STARTING SALARY
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http://www.sam.usace.army.mil
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GEORGIA

PUBLIC HUNTING
OPPORTUNITIES

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS (WMAS)

WMAs, VPAs, and State Parks offer unique hunting opportunities
based upon factors such as size, habitat, topography, access, wildlife
population dynamics and public desires. Therefore, each area has
specific rules and regulations. Being familiar with Unlawful Actions
(pg. 43), information that follows, and regulations for a specific area
can ensure you have an enjoyable experience.

Land Access: Any person, age 16 and older, entering any WMA or PFA
must have a valid GA license that allows hunting or fishing or a Lands
Pass (exclusions apply). Visit www.georgiawildlife.com/Land Access
for a list of all public properties and access requirements. Areas that
require a valid license to hunt or fish or a Lands Pass are marked with
signage at the site or entrance. Passes and licenses may be purchased
at GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com, by calling 1-800-366-2661, or through
license vendors.

Any individual(s) or organization(s) desiring to sponsor or conduct an
event, activity, or series of events or activities involving more than eight
individuals or are engaged in commercial activities on a WMA or PFA
may be required to obtain a “Right of Entry” agreement (ROEA) from
the Department. Contact the respective Game Management office for
more details (see page 4).

Maps: Interactive maps for all areas are available at georgiawildlife.
com/AlIIWMAs. Maps may also be found at check stations, kiosks,
and region offices.

Fees on National Forest Lands: Fees may be charged for camping,
ATV/ORYV trails, shooting ranges, and boat ramps on the National
Forest. These fees apply to all users. For more information, visit
www.fs.usda.gov/visit/passes-permits/recreation-fees-passes
or contact any U. S. Forest Service Office.

WMA ACTIVITIES

CAMPING s allowed year-round unless otherwise indicated in the area
listing. Camping and campfires must be in designated campgrounds
unless otherwise posted at the check station. Camping, or establish-
ment of a campsite, is limited to a maximum of 14 consecutive days,
after which the campsite must be vacated and all personally owned
property or physical features of the camp must be removed for a period
of not less than 7 days. During that 7-day period a new campsite may
not be established within the boundaries of the same WMA or within 1
mile straight-line radius of the vacated campsite by the same person(s).

Designated DNR-managed campgrounds may have a fee and/or
require reservations. Payments and reservations may be made online
at GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com or by calling 1-800-366-2661.

No musical instruments, radios, televisions, generators or other noise
making devices may be used after 10:00 p.m. in a manner that they
may be heard by other WMA users. (Note: Medically needed devices
or aids to disabled persons are permitted.)

Loaded firearms are prohibited in camping areas, except that any
lawful weapons carrier as defined in O.C.G.A. Section 16-11-125.1 may
carry such firearm subject to the limitations of OCGA §§ 16-11-126 and
16-11-127, except where prohibited by federal law.

No carving, cutting, chopping or damaging of live or standing trees.

NATIONALFOREST LANDS: Camping is allowed anywhere unless other-
wise indicated or signed. Forest Service regulations apply on WMAs
located on National Forest lands.

HIKING & OTHER RECREATIONAL USES are allowed year-round, unless
otherwise posted at the WMA check station or at a specific recreation
site. All WMA visitors are encouraged to wear daylight fluorescent
orange during open hunting seasons. Specific recreation sites may be
closed as needed for management purposes.

COLLECTING FIREWOOD: Only trees that are dead and down may be cut
and used for firewood on WMAs. Annual firewood cutting permits
are issued for personal use by the Game Management Region Office.
On National Forests, firewood permits are available from the district
U. S. Forest Service offices.

MOTOR VEHICLES, ATVS, HORSES & BICYCLES

All motor vehicles are restricted to roads open for vehicular access. ATVs
may only be operated on open roads within WMAs during the period
between 2 hours before sunrise and 2 hours after sunset one day prior
to and during big game, small game, and hog only hunts by hunters
actively participating in the hunt (except where otherwise specified).

“Open Roads” are roads not closed with a gate, sign, earthen berm or
similar device intended to prevent vehicular access. Motor vehicles
(including ATVs, dirt bikes, utility vehicles, golf carts, and other off-
road vehicles) must meet applicable safety, licensing, insurance and
registration requirements for use on public roads. Vehicle and ATV
operators must be at least 16 years old. Roads may be closed at the
discretion of DNR. Vehicles may not be parked in such a way as to
block an open or closed roadway, or gate.

ONNATIONALFOREST LANDS, including WMAs on the National Forest,
ATVs are restricted to designated ATV trails unless posted otherwise.

HORSES AND BICYCLES

Horses and bicycles are allowed on open roads, designated trails, or
designated areas (some specific area restrictions may apply). Bicycles may
be used on closed roads for the purpose of hunter access. Electric bicycles
(750 watts or less) may be used the same as pedal powered bicycles. Those
exceeding 750 watts are restricted to roads open for vehicular access.
Horses may be used off roads and trails during permitted field trials.

ONNATIONAL FOREST LANDS, horses and bicycles may be used on lands
not otherwise closed. Electric bicycles are restricted to roads open for
motor vehicles. Horses, bicycles, and electric bicycles are prohibited
on the Appalachian Trail.

2023-2024 GEORGIA HUNTING SEASONS & REGULATIONS
Purchase a License by phone 1-800-366-2661 or online at www.GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com
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In spring - cogongrass Leaves have finely serrated Root system is a dense, thick
produces fluffy white seedheads. margins {often light yellow-green root mat with extremely long,
in color) and prominent, scaly and sharp pointed rhizomes.
off-center white mid-veins.

Cogongrass may not look dangerous, but it is one of the world’s worst weeds!
It grows in full sun or shade, is spread by wind-blown seeds and underground rhizomes
and chokes out all native vegetation. Most ground-dwelling animals such as
quail, turkey, and deer do not travel through cogongrass.


http://www.gatrees.org
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GENERAL WMA REGULATIONS

ROAD CLOSURES

There are reasons why roads may be closed to motor vehicles. Some
roads are intended for Official Use Only (e.g., timber harvest, habitat
management, emergency response). Roads that are typically closed may
be open during managed hunts or during certain high-use periods to
improve access and evenly distribute hunters. Before visitinga WMA:

* Go to GoHuntGeorgia.com for notices of road closures.
® Obtain a WMA map that denotes area specific access.

¢ Contact the Game Management Region Office (page 4) regarding
questions pertaining to the specific status of roads or access features.

HUNTING, FISHING & TRAPPING

Sign-in is required for all bear, deer, and turkey hunts unless otherwise
noted for a specific area listing. Sign in only once for each hunt segment
or season. Sign-in can be done online at GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com
except for some State Park Hunts and some coastal island WMA hunts.
Sign-in available the day prior to the hunt.

Bag limits are the same as statewide limits unless otherwise speci-
fied below or for a specific area listing. All alligator, bear, deer, and
turkey are to be recorded on your harvest record and reported in
Georgia Game Check (pg. 14) except as otherwise specified below.

DEER

All deer hunts or seasons are either-sex unless otherwise noted in the
area listing. On areas with antler restrictions in effect, all deer hunts are
quality buck and antlerless unless otherwise noted in the area listing.

BONUS DEER HUNTS: No more than two (2) deer may be killed unless
otherwise noted in area listing. On areas with antler restrictions in
effect, no more than one (1) of the two (2) deer may be an antlered
buck. Deer killed on bonus hunts are not to be recorded on your deer
harvest record or reported in Georgia Game Check. Instead, deer are to
be taken on day of kill to the check station where agency staff will tag
the deer. Deer can be brought to the check station whole, field dressed,
or quartered along with head.

TURKEY

Bag limit is statewide limit except that no more than one (1) gobbler per
season may be taken per a single WMA, department-managed land,
or National Forest lands outside of WMAs unless otherwise noted in
the specific area listing.

BEAR

All harvested bears must be Game Checked and tagged (See page 30
for specific requirements by bear zone). Bear killed during bonus deer
hunts are to be taken on day of kill to the check station where agency
staff will tag the bear.

MIGRATORY BIRDS

CROWS, SNIPE, SORA, RAILS AND WOODCOCK may be hunted
during the statewide seasons (pages 34-35) for each species unless
otherwise specified.

DOVE: On managed dove fields on opening day, legal hours are 1/2
hour before sunrise to sunset unless otherwise noted in area listing.
Dove hunters may not enter the field prior to 1 hour before sunrise.

DUCK hunting on managed impoundments at Altamaha (Butler &
Champney Islands), B. F. Grant, Oconee, Rum Creek, and West Point
(Glovers Creek) WMAs and Cordele Hatchery is by quota only. Hunters
must hunt from assigned areas or ponds. Shooting hours end at noon,
except the last Saturday of the season when hunting is allowed until
sunset. See page 70 for quota hunt information.

Waterfowl on all other WMA locations may be hunted any day of the
waterfowl season or as otherwise specified.

GOOSE hunting is allowed on WMAs when the area is open for small
game, except on managed waterfowl impoundments and managed
dove fields. On managed waterfowl impoundments, geese may be
taken by drawn hunters during the statewide goose season.

SMALL GAME, ALLIGATORS, FALCONRY

Small game and furbearers may be hunted subject to statewide seasons
and bag limits (page 33) except as otherwise specified below and noted
for a specific area listing.

Small game and furbearer hunting are not allowed during quota hunts
unless otherwise noted in the specific area listing.

Daylight fluorescent orange is required on small game hunts (except
dove and waterfowl) concurrent with firearms deer or bear hunts.

ALLIGATORS may be taken on small game dates and big game dates,
day or night, during statewide alligator season by quota permit holders
only, unless otherwise noted in the specific area listing. See page 31 for
more information.

COYOTES may be taken anytime a WMA is open to hunting, but
hunters may only use weapons legal for the species for which the area
is open. During small game hunts and dates, centerfire firearms are
not allowed. Additionally, coyote season is May 16-31 on all WMAs
with any legal weapon, unless otherwise specified in the WMA specific
area listings. Hunters are required to wear fluorescent orange and
no night hunting or baiting is allowed. Electronic calls may be used.

FALCONRY: Small game may be taken on WMAs (including field trial
and archery only areas) by permitted falconers during the state falconry
season unless otherwise noted in the specific area listing.

FERAL HOGS may be taken anytime a WMA is open to hunting, but
hunters may only use weapons legal for the species for which the area
is open. During small game hunts and dates, centerfire firearms are
not allowed. On some WMAs during the May 16-31 coyote season,
feral hogs may be taken unless otherwise noted in the specific area
listing. On WMAs where feral hogs can be taken during May 16-31,
any legal weapon may be used and hunters are required to wear
fluorescent orange. Electronic calls may be used. No night hunting or
baiting allowed. Dogs are NOT allowed unless otherwise specified.

FOX SQUIRREL bag limit is one per person per day on all WMAs, VPAs,
and department-managed lands.

RACCOONS, OPOSSUMS, FOXES & BOBCATS may be hunted at night
unless otherwise noted in the specific area listing but is restricted to
small game weapons only (no centerfire rifles). Hunters must pick up
their dogs by noon on the day following the hunt. No electronic calls.
No centerfire rifles during small game dates, day or night.

AFTER YOUR SUCCESSFUL HUNT

All hunters must make an effort to properly dispose of all portions
of their game carcasses after processing (see page 21). Please do not
discard carcasses within 1,500 feet of any campground or within 125
feet of any road or trail. Do not dump multiple game carcasses in one
spot. Spread carcasses out so scavengers across the WMA can access
the carcasses, facilitating quick clean up.

FISHING

Fishing is allowed on WMAs unless otherwise posted. A fishing
license is required to fish on all WMAs (a trout license is additionally
required to fish in mountain trout waters).

TREE STANDS & HUNTING STRUCTURES

Hunting structure: any portable tree stand, ground blind, stool, chair,
bucket, waterfowl blind, or other similar device used for the purpose
of hunting.

Hunters may not construct or hunt from any tree stand that is not
portable or natural. Tree stands may not be placed on utility poles or
other structures supporting utility lines. For big game and feral hog

2023-2024 GEORGIA HUNTING SEASONS & REGULATIONS
Purchase a License by phone 1-800-366-2661 or online at www.GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com



hunts, hunting structures shall not be placed any sooner than one day
prior to the hunt and shall be removed from the WMA no later than noon
the day following the hunt. For small game hunts, hunting structures
may be placed and shall be removed from the WMA only on the day
of the hunt. Exception: Opening day of dove season hunters shall not
enter a managed dove field and hunting structures shall not be placed
on a managed dove field prior to 1 hour before sunrise.

TRAPPING

Limited opportunities to trap on certain WMAs are available by permit
only. Such opportunities are available on: Albany Nursery, B. E. Grant, Big
Lazer Creek, Blanton Creek, Bullard Creek, Clayhole, Crockford-Pigeon
Mtn, Dawson Forest, Dixon Memorial, Elmodel, Joe Kurz, Penholoway,
Rum Creek, Tuckahoe, West Point, and Yuchi WMAs. Contact the appro-
priate region office (page 4) for further details or to apply for a permit.

YOUTH HUNTS AND SUPERVISION

Youth under age 16 must be accompanied by an adult 18 years or older
and “directly supervised,” which means uninterrupted, unaided visual
contact and auditory communication with the youth by the adult when
hunting on a WMA.

Big Game (bear, deer, turkey) Hunts: One adult shall supervise no
more than one child. Only the youth may hunt. The adult may not hunt.
All youth big game hunts are firearms hunts unless specified otherwise.

Small Game Hunts: One adult may directly supervise no more than two
children (16 years old and under). Adults and children may hunt, provided
that the adult is directly supervising a child who is actively participating
in the hunt, unless otherwise noted in the specific area listing.

VOLUNTARY PUBLIC ACCESS (VPA) LANDS

Since 2014, through a USDA grant, the DNR Wildlife Resources Division
(WRD) has been able to enhance its WMA program through temporary
agreements with private landowners for public hunting opportunities.
Some of these VPA opportunities are listed on pages 61-62, but some
may not be included due to deadlines. For an up-to-date list of proper-
ties, please visit GoHuntGeorgia.com.

(
UNLAWEFUL ACTIVITIES

ON WMAs

* Man-drives during deer hunts. A man-drive is
defined as an organized hunting technique involving
three (3) or more hunters using a coordinated effort
to drive deer or feral swine from cover to another
hunter for the purpose of shooting.

* Placing bait or wildlife food and hunting any game
species or feral hog over bait.

» Target practicing, except on an authorized
shooting range.

* Driving a vehicle around any gate, sign, earth berm,
or similar device intended to prevent vehicular access.

* Hunting within 50 yards of any road opened
for vehicular access. See pages 64 and 65 for
National Forests.

* Hunting within a posted safety zone or no
hunting zone.

= Consuming alcohol except at designated camp
sites (this regulation does not apply on National
Forest lands).

* Operate any motor vehicle, including off-road
vehicles, in a reckless and negligent manner,

or in a manner that willfully causes damage to
roads, ditches, wildlife habitat, berms, firebreaks,
campgrounds or parking areas.

* Using motor vehicles, signage, flagging tape, or any
other method(s) to close or restrict access to roads,
trails or any other access features.

* Using metal detectors or collecting artifacts.

* Using paintball equipment (this regulation does not
apply on National Forest lands).

* Trapping except that special permits may be issued
for certain WMAs.

* Possessing alcohol while hunting on National
Forest lands.

* Possessing a cocked crossbow in a motor vehicle.

* Possessing a loaded firearm in a motor vehicle during
a legal open hunting season for that area unless
such person is a lawful weapons carrier as defined in
0.C.G.A. Section 16-11-125.1.

* Hunt any big game species, feral hogs, or coyotes
with dogs unless otherwise specified.

WWW.GOHUNTGEORGIA.COM
Ranger Hotline 1-800-241-4113
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WE MEET YOU HERE
SO YOU CAN GET

OUITT TRIERIE

We get it, spending time on the hunt
shouldn’t include hours inside researching a
great place to go.

Make your time count! Our interactive map is
a quick and easy to use feature that allows
you to get what you need fast so you can get
out there even faster. Find a prime public
hunting spot within an hour drive of any
home base in the state; zero in on your
search by location, game species, hunting
type, amenities, and more at:

} } } GEORGIAWILDLIFE.COM/LOCATIONS/HUNTING
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HUNTERS

HELP KEEP
CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE (CWD)
OUT OF OUR STATE.

Did you know? The movement of live deer is the greatest risk factor for introducing CWD to our state. Therefore, the
live importation of all deer species from other states is prohibited. Georgia hunters hunting in other states may only
bring home boned out meat, hides, skulls or skull caps with antlers attached and all soft tissue removed, jawbones
with no soft tissue, elk ivories, and finished taxidermy mounts. All other carcass parts must be left behind.

LEARN MORE AT
GEORGIAWILDLIFE.COM/CWD
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People who work for the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) are committed to fulfilling the agency's
mission of managing and conserving the state’s natural
and cultural resources for future generations. With
nearly 2,500 associates working throughout the state,
job opportunities within the agency require various levels
of education and expertise ranging from a high school
education up through advanced degrees. If you are
interested in pursuing a career as a Game Warden,
Fisheries or Wildlife Biologist, Park Manager,
Environmental Engineer or any other career in DNR, the
Department of Natural Resources is the place for you.

Learn more and
apply today!

Visit https://gadnr.org/careers for more
information about DNR careers and to apply.

'-IE Scan this QR code with
your smartphone to go

directly to the website.

#% GEORGIA

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
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PUBLIC HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES

SPECIFIC WMA & PFA HUNTING REGULATIONS

This section of the 2023-2024
Hunting Seasons and Regulations
provides information related to
lands managed for hunting by
Wildlife Resources Division.

Small game and furbearers may
be hunted subject to statewide
seasons and bag limits (page 33)
except during quota hunts and
unless otherwise specified in a
specific area listing.

Please review the legend below.
Each listing will have a list of
applicable symbols located in its
header as a quick reference.

(
INTERACTIVE

MAPS & MORE

georgiawildlife.com/
locations/hunting or
scan the QR code below.

LEGEND

Sign-in required for all bear, deer,
and turkey hunts unless otherwise
noted for a specific area.

O Sign-in

® Bonus Deer hunt (see pg. 42)
#:  Youth Hunt (see pg. 20)

Q Quota Hunt (see pg. 74)

¥ Archery Only Area

i Specialty Hunt (see pg. 72)
¢ Hunt & Learn

¥  Antler Restricted Area

Mobility-Impaired Hunt
(see pg. 73)

Bird Dog Training
Furbearer Dog Training

7 Rabbit Dog Training

© Archery Range

© Firearms Shooting Range

ALAPAHA RIVER WMA
Q06

6,870 acres ® 229.426.5267

:

ARCHERY
» Sept. 9-Oct. 22
FIREARMS
» Buck Only: Oct. 28-29
» @Nov.9-11 |® Nov. 22-26, Dec.12-17

QIS5: Apr. 6-12
Apr. 13-May 15

IDOVE]

Q500 Sept. 2

Sept. 9, 16, 23, 30, Oct. 7, Nov. 18-26,
Dec. 19-Jan. 31

May 16 - 31

From Ocilla: Take Hwy 319 West to-
wards Tifton for 10 miles. Entrance
on left.

ALBANY NURSERY WMA
QM &

300 acres ® 229.430.4254

:

ARCHERY

» Dec. 3-Jan. 14
SHOTGUN ONLY

» @ Oct. 26-29, Nov. 23-26

B QI Mobility Impaired: Apr. 13-17,
Apr. 27-May 1
& QI Apr. 6-10, Apr. 20-24

Daily bag limit: 3/person. Quail
hunting on designated dates only.
Hunting party must report harvest at
kiosk or online; one survey per party.
2 QI © Nov. 18, Dec. 2

QI ® Jan. 20, 23

:

Quota on designated fields only. All
other areas open to the public.
Q35O Sept. 2

Sept. 9-Oct. 8, Nov. 18-26, Dec. 19-
Jan. 31

COYOTE
No May 16-31 season.

Physically Disabled hunters ap-
ply by letter by Mar. 10 to Albany
Nursery Quota Turkey Hunt, Game
Management, 2024 Newton Road,
Albany, Georgia 31701. Include a
phone number. See page 70 for all
other quota hunt application instruc-
tions. No camping. Dog training in
designated area only.

Take GA Hwy 234 west 11 miles;
turnright on Tallahassee Rd.; go 1.2
miles to entrance on right.

ALEXANDER WMA
Qnf

1,300 acres ¢ 706.595.4222

IDEER]
ARCHERY
» Sept. 9-Oct. 20, Dec. 1-Jan. 14

FIREARMS
» Oct. 21-Nov. 30

Apr. 6-May 15

[DOVE|

No dove hunting outside of dove field.
Q500 Sept. 2. Shooting hours end
at noon.

O Sept. 9, 16,23, 30, Oct. 7, Nov. 18-26,
Dec. 19-Jan. 31.

[QUAIL|

Daily bag limit: 3/person. Hunting on

designated dates only. Hunting party

must report harvest at kiosk or online;

one survey per party.

Saturdays and Tuesdays from Nov. 18-
Feb. 27.

May 16 - 31

AREA NOTES
No camping.

From Waynesboro Take GA HWY 24
east 6 miles; turn right on Harrison
Rd.; go 1.5 miles to stop sign; turn
left on Lovett Rd for 0.6 mile; Sign-In
board is on the left.

ALLATOONA WMA

T (1
6,818 acres ¢ 706.295.6041

ARCHERY
» Sept. 9-Oct. 20
FIREARMS
» %é: Oct. 21-22
» & Oct. 23-Nov. 1
» Nov. 2-Jan. 1

Apr. 6-May 15

May 16-31

Firearms prohibited in U.S. Corps
of Engineers developed campsites.
Horse and bicycle trails & areas
are closed all day during Firearms
Specialty Hunt and before 10 am
EST during other deer and turkey
seasons. No ATVs. No camping.

DIRECTIONS
From Cartersville Take HWY 20 east
from I-75, 5.5 miles to check station.

ALLIGATOR CREEK WMA

3,086 acres ¢ 229.426.5267
(DEER]

State seasons.

Apr. 6-May 15

May 16-31. Feral hogs may be hunted
with dogs. Dogs must be marked
with hunter’s name and a valid phone
number; no night hunting; hogs must
be killed immediately upon capture.

From Lumber City: Take Hwy 19 north
towards Glenwood for 2 miles. En-
trance on left.

2023-2024 GEORGIA HUNTING SEASONS & REGULATIONS
Purchase a License by phone 1-800-366-2661 or online at www.GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com

ALTAMA PLANTATION WMA
Q

3,986 acres ® 912.262.3173

IDEER]
ARCHERY
» Sept. 9-Nov. 8, Dec. 31-Jan. 14
FIREARMS
» Q50 Nov. 9-11, Nov. 30-Dec. 2
» Dec. 28-30

Apr. 6-May 15

SMALL GAME
No furbearer hunting.

May 16-31

From Brunswick: Take 1-95 north
approx. 6.5 miles to Exit 42 (GA Hwy
99). Turn left (southwest) on Hwy
99 crossing back over 1-95 toward
Sterling and proceed approx. 0.5
mile to entrance on right.

ALTAMAHA WMA—
BUFFALO SWAMP, LEWIS
ISLAND, AND MCGOWAN
LAKE TRACTS

19,987 acres ¢ 912.262.3173

Area includes Altamaha WMA lands
west of Butler & Champney Islands.

[DEER]

State seasons.

Apr. 6-May 15

May 16-31. Feral hogs may be
hunted with dogs. Dogs must be
marked with hunter’s name and a
valid phone number; no night hunt-
ing; hogs must be killed immediately
upon capture.

Buffalo Swamp from Darien: Take
HWY 251/Cox Rd west 8 miles to
Cox. Left onto Possum Point Rd.
Sign In box is 1.5 miles on left. Mc-
Gowan Lake from Darien: Take
HWY 251/Cox Rd west 8 miles to
Cox. Left onto Barrington Rd. En-
trance is 2.2 miles on left. You may
also sign in at Altamaha Regional
Park, Champney Island Boat Ramp,
and Darien City Docks.

ALTAMAHA WMA—
WATERFOWL
MANAGEMENT AREA
Qés

11,402 acres ® 912.262.3173

Area includes Broughton, Butler,
Champney, and Rhetts Islands.

IDEER]
ARCHERY
Sept. 9-Nov. 15

Butler Island opens after the last
Saturday of waterfowl| season.
Aug. 15-Nov. 15, Feb. 1-Feb. 29. No
furbearer season.
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e Rabbits: Daily bag Limit: 6/
person. & Archery Only, Butler
Refuge Area: Jan. 20-21.

® Snipe: Wed.-Sun. & state holidays
during season.

[DOVE|
Sept. 2-4, 9-10, 16-17, 23-24

Shooting hours end at noon, except
last day of season when shooting
hours end at sunset.

* Rhett’s Island: Wed., Sat., Sun., &
State Holidays during statewide
season.

¢ No waterfowl hunting will be per-
mitted on Butler Island for the
2023 season. Critical repairs to
Butler’'simpoundment dikes began
early in 2023 and have continued
as planned all summer. However,
frequent storms and wet weather
have prevented the dry conditions
needed to complete these efforts
and make the dike roads ready to
support vehicle traffic. The repair
and enhancement activities on the
Butler Island will be ongoing into
the waterfowl season. Not only will
this make it difficult or impossible
to access our blinds, but the ac-
tivity on site will also impact how
birds use the Butlerimpoundments.

© Q20 Champney Island: Saturday
& Sunday Only; see Page 71. First
hunt open only to youth and veter-
ans to apply (other 2 party mem-
bers don’t have to be youth or vet-
eran). No stand-by hunters allowed.
Max. 3 persons per quota party.

Mar. 1-May 31. Small game weapons
only. Feral hogs may be hunted with
dogs. Dogs must be marked with
hunter’s name and a valid phone
number; no night hunting; hogs must
be killed immediately upon capture.

Butler Refuge (east of Hwy 17 on
Butler Island) and Ansley Hodges
MARSH Project (located west of
Hwy 17 on Champney Island) are
closed to firearms at all times but
open to archery deer & hog hunting
seasons and archery rabbit hunting
(except the youth hunt) after the last
Saturday of waterfowl season. Air-
boats are prohibited inside managed
waterfowl impoundments. Access to
Rhetts Island at designated cross-
over sites only. Boats are restricted
to one motor of 25hp or less. Rhetts
Island is closed to fishing, shrimping
& crabbing during early teal & state-
wide waterfowl season. Butler Island
ponds & impoundments closed to
cast netting west of Hwy 17. Drone
use prohibited including launching
& landing.

From Darien Take U.S. HWY 17
south 1.5 miles; check station is on
the right.

ARROWHEAD WMA
IH

337 acres ® 706.295.6041

ARCHERY
» & Sept. 9-Oct. 31
» Nov. 1-15
» Nov. 16-Jan. 14

Apr. 6-12
& Apr. 13-19
Apr. 20-May 15

Aug. 15-Sept. 8
& Jan. 15- Feb. 29

WATERFOWL
Saturdays during statewide season.

COYOTE
May 16-31; small game weapons
only.

No ATVs except mobility impaired
hunters during mobility impaired
hunt. No camping.

From Rome Take U.S. Hwy 27 north
9 miles to GA HWY 156; turn right
(east) and go 2.3 miles to Floyd
Springs Rd; turn left and go 2 miles
to area.

B. F. GRANT WMA
QY 0B
11,400 acres  706.595.4222

IDEER]
Only bucks with at least 4 points
(1-inch or longer) on either antler or
a minimum 15-inch outside antler
spread are legal.
ARCHERY

» Sept. 9-30, Dec. 2-8
PRIMITIVE

» Dec. 15-17
FIREARMS

» Q300 @ Nov. 2-4, 16-18

& Apr. 6-12
Q80 Apr. 13-19
Apr. 20-May 15

[DOVE|
Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, Sept. 30-Oct. 8,
Nov. 19-26, Dec. 19-Jan. 31

MARSH Pond Q3 ©: Dec. 9, Jan. 20
No waterfowl hunting on MARSH
Ponds outside of quota hunts. State
season during small game dates for
rest of WMA. Shooting hours end

AREA NOTES
No hunting on or access through
pastures.

From Eatonton Take HWY 16 west
0.7 miles; turn right on HWY 441
Bypass; go 1.5 miles to Godfrey Rd
at the flashing traffic light; turn left
and go 6 miles to Check-In station.

BARTRAM FOREST WMA
¥ Archery Only Area

1,343 acres ® 706.595.4222

Bartram Forest is a multi-use forest;
other users may be present during
open hunting seasons. Gates may
be open/closed at the discretion
of Georgia Forestry Commission.
Please see WMA maps for safety
zones.

[DEER]

State seasons.

Apr. 6-May 15

No firearms hunting is allowed. Legal
waterfowl hours end at noon. No
camping.

COYOTE
No May 16-31 coyote & hog season.

From Milledgeville Take US 441
south 3.1 miles, turn left; continue
2.9 miles on US 441/GA29 and make
U-turn to return north; go 0.1 miles
to 1st pull-in on right. Kiosk is just
down that road.

BEAVERDAM WMA
*i: @l ©
5,500 acres ® 229.426.5267

:

ARCHERY

» Sept. 9-15, Sept. 23-Oct. 20
FIREARMS

» %@ Sept. 16-22

» @ Nov. 2-4

» Buck Only: Nov. 23-25, Dec. 13-16

TURKEY
Apr. 6-May 15

May 16-31. Feral hogs may be
hunted with dogs. Dogs must be
marked with hunter’s name and a
valid phone number; no night hunt-
ing; hogs must be killed immediately
upon capture.

From Dublin Take U.S. 441 north 4.5
miles; turn right on Old Toomsboro
Rd., go 7.5 miles to WMA sign; turn
right on Oconee Church Rd., turn
at WMA sign.

BERRY COLLEGE WMA
Q¥ @ A

14,781 acres ® 706.295.6041

ARCHERY

» Sept. 9-Oct. 31, Nov. 5-17
FIREARMS

» Q1000 @ Either-Sex Deer Last Day:

Nov. 1-4

» Q1000 ® Nov. 29-Dec. 2

»Wi: @ Jan. 6-7
Apr. 6-May 15

BIRD & RABBIT DOG TRAINING
Aug. 15-Mar. 19, except during fire-
arms deer hunts.

[IDOVE]
Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, Oct. 7-8,
Nov. 18-26, Dec. 19-Jan. 5, Jan. 8-31

No May 16-31 coyote & hog season.

There is no open season for the tak-
ing of any wildlife on Berry College
campus and refuge. No night hunt-
ing for small game. Firearms and
archery equipment are prohibited
on the campus and refuge. Hunters
may not use the campus for gaining
access to the WMA. No ATVs. Foot

WWW.GOHUNTGEORGIA.COM
Ranger Hotline 1-800-241-4113

trails, bicycle and horse areas are
closed all day during firearms deer
season and before 10:00 a.m. dur-
ing deer archery and turkey season.

From Rome Take U.S. 27 north to jct
of Old Summerville Rd.; turn left on
Old Summerville Rd and go 1.5 miles
to jct with CCC Rd at check station.

BIG DUKES POND WMA

1,692 acres ® 706.595.4222

IDEER]

ARCHERY & PRIMITIVE WEAPONS
» State Seasons.

FIREARMS
» Oct. 21-Nov. 30

Apr. 6-May 15

WATERFOWL
Wed. & Sat. only during state water-
fowl season; legal hours end at noon.

COYOTE
May 16 - 31

Camping, ATVs & horses prohibited.
Note Safety Zone on map - access
prohibited between Feb. 1-July 15.

From Millen Take HWY 17 North 0.9
miles; turn right on OId Louisville
Rd. Go 7.9 miles to entrance on left.

BIG HAMMOCK WMA

7,221 acres ® 229.426.5267

IDEER]
ARCHERY
» Sept.9-Oct.4,0ct.8-20, Dec.1-Jan. 14
PRIMITIVE
» Oct. 5-7
FIREARMS
» Oct. 28-Nov. 12

Apr. 6-May 15

May 16-31. Feral hogs may be hunt-
ed with dogs. Dogs must be marked
with hunter’s name and a valid phone
number; no night hunting; hogs must
be killed immediately upon capture.

If the river stage is 9 feet or higher,
measured at the Doctortown Gauge,
the gates will be closed. Gates will
remain closed after river gauge
drops below 9' to allow for drying
period before traffic is allowed on
WMA roads; expect 7-10 days prior
to gates opening. Deer hunters may
not hunt within 50 feet of the nature
trail off Mack Phillips Rd.

From Glennville Take HWY 144
south 12 miles to Altamaha River.
Area lies on both sides of HWY 144.

BIG LAZER CREEK WMA
Qi *:a ¥y Qo
7,200 acres ® 229.430.4254

IDEER]
Only bucks with at least 4 points
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(1-inch or longer) on either antler or
a minimum 15-inch outside antler
spread are legal.
ARCHERY
» Sept. 9-22, Oct. 15-Nov. 5
FIREARMS
» & Sept. 23-24. Youth are exempt
from antler restrictions.
» Quality Buck & Antlerless Last
Day @: Oct. 12-14, Nov. 9-11
» %é: Nov. 17-19

Q50 Apr. 6-14, Apr. 20-28
Apr. 29-May 15

May 16 - 31

[DOVE]
Sept. 7, 14, 16-22, Nov. 20-26, Dec. 19-
Jan. 31

Legal hours end at noon. Big Lazer
Creek PFA: Wed. & Sat. during small
game dates concurrent with state
season. WMA outside of PFA is open
during small game dates concurrent
with state season.

From Talbotton take U.S. 80 east 4
miles; turn left on Po Biddy Rd. go
6.5 miles; turn left on Bunkham Rd.
and go 1.2 miles to check station.

BLANTON CREEK WMA
*i: Qv O
4,800 acres ® 229.430.4254

[DEER|
Only bucks with at least 4 points
(1-inch or longer) on either antler or
a minimum 15-inch outside antler
spread are legal.
ARCHERY

» Sept. 9-Oct. 5, Oct. 9-15, Nov. 19-

26

FIREARMS

»%a: Oct. 7-8

» Q200 ® Oct. 19-21, Nov. 16-18

LEGEND

Sign-in required for all bear, deer,
and turkey hunts unless otherwise
noted for a specific area.

O Sign-in

@

Bonus Deer hunt (see pg. 42)
Youth Hunt (see pg. 20)
Quota Hunt (see pg. 74)

o]

o

Archery Only Area

»
!C

i Specialty Hunt (see pg. 72)
¢ Hunt & Learn

¥ Antler Restricted Area
Mobility-Impaired Hunt
(see pg. 73)

Bird Dog Training
Furbearer Dog Training

7 Rabbit Dog Training

© Archery Range

© Firearms Shooting Range

Q35 Apr. 6-12, 13-19
Apr. 20-May 15

IDOVE|

Q750 Sept. 2,9

Sept. 16-Oct. 5, Nov. 19-26, Dec.
19-Jan. 31

WATERFOWL
State season. Legal hours end at
noon. No hunting on MARSH Pond.

May 16-31

From West Point take HWY 103
south 10 miles to mile marker 6, turn
right to check station.

BLUE RIDGE WMA
(6]

20,900 acres ® 770.535.5700

ARCHERY
» Buck Only: Sept. 9-Oct. 13
PRIMITIVE
» Buck Only: Oct. 14-20
FIREARMS
» Buck Only: ® Nov. 1-5 | @ Nov.
22-25

Apr. 6-May 15

COYOTE

May 16-31. Feral hogs may be
hunted with dogs. Dogs must be
marked with hunter’s name and a
valid phone number; no night hunt-
ing; hogs must be killed immediately
upon capture.

From Dahlonega take GA 60 north
for 28 miles to jct. with USFS Road
#69; turn left and go 1 mile to the
check station.

BROAD RIVER WMA

440 acres ® 770.535.5700

Sept. 9-Nov. 30; archery only.

TURKEY
Apr. 6-May 15

May 16-31. Feral hogs may also be
taken. No dogs allowed.

From Danielsville Go north on U.S.
29 for 2 miles; turn right on HWY
281; go 4 miles, cross Broad River;
go 0.3 mile; area is on right.

BUCK SHOALS WMA
Qi e O
582 acres ® 770-535-5700
FIREARMS
Bag Limit: 1 deer
»Ql2 4 B Nov. 4-5
»QI2 & @ Nov. 18-19, Dec. 2-3

Q3 ¢ Apr.13-14
Q5 & Apr. 20-21, May 4-5
No night hunting.

QI0 & Jan. 6-14, 20-28

:

Q25 &: Sept. 2,9

COYOTE
No May 16-31 coyote & hog season.

AREA NOTES

Day use access is available on River
Rd. Access for scheduled events is
available on Cloverleaf Dr. and Buck
Shoals Dr.

DIRECTIONS

From Cleveland: Take Hwy 115 east
towards Clarkesville to Hwy 384
(Duncan Bridge Rd.), turn right, go 2.1
miles, entrance to area is on the left.
From Baldwin: From Hwy 365, take
Duncan Bridge Rd. (Hwy 384) to-
wards Cleveland, go 5.4 miles, en-
trance to area is on the right.

BULLARD CREEK WMA
*:QB® 0o o

15,636 acres ® 229.426.5267

:

ARCHERY

» Sept. 9-20, Sept. 24-Oct. 16
PRIMITIVE

» Sept. 21-23
FIREARMS

» ® Oct. 19-21

» %z Oct. 27-29

» Nov. 23-26 | Buck Only: Dec. 14-16

Q80 Apr. 6-12
Apr. 13-May 15

COYOTE
May 16-31

No firearms deer hunting within
Towns Bluff archery only tract but
legal firearms permitted for turkey
and small game hunting.

From Hazlehurst Take U.S. 221
north 7 miles; turn left at entrance
sign; go to check station.

BULLARD CREEK WMA
BELL TELEPHONE,
MONTGOMERY, AND
OCMULGEE TRACTS

1,369 acres ® 229.426.5267

:

Montgomery Tract: Only bucks with
at least 4 points (1-inch or longer) on
either antler or a minimum 15-inch
outside antler spread are legal.

» State seasons; archery only.

URKEY
Apr. 6-May 15

COYOTE
May 16-31

AREA NOTES

No firearms deer hunting but legal
firearms permitted for turkey and
small game hunting.

DIRECTIONS

Bell Telephone Tract, From Hazle-
hurst: From the Police station on
Hwy 23, travel 0.1 mile east and
turn south (right) on S Cromartie St.
(S Cromartie St. becomes Bell Tele-

i

2023-2024 GEORGIA HUNTING SEASONS & REGULATIONS
Purchase a License by phone 1-800-366-2661 or online at www.GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com

phone Rd.) and travel approximately
11 miles to the area kiosk on the right.
Montgomery County Tract: access
is limited to foot or boat travel only.
Ocmulgee Tract, From Hazlehurst:
Take U.S. 221 north 6 miles; turn
left on Towns Bluff Rd. 1 mile; turn
right on Rowland Rd.; go 1.5 miles
to kiosk.

CANOOCHEE
SANDHILLS WMA

10,224 acres ® 229.426.5267

IDEER]
ARCHERY

» Sept. 9-Oct. 7
FIREARMS

» Oct. 26-28, Nov. 9-11

» Buck Only: Dec. 14-16

TURKEY
Apr. 6-May 15

[DOVE |
Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, Oct. 7, Nov.
18-26, Dec. 19-Jan. 31

COYOTE
No May 16-31 coyote & feral hog
season.

From Claxton: Take U.S. Hwy 280
East 9.5 miles to Groveland. Turn
left on Groveland-Nevils Road and
travel 3.5 miles to kiosk on the left.

CARTERS LAKE WMA
"B aQ0B 0

3,300 acres ® 706.295.6041

ARCHERY

» Sept. 9-Nov. 2, 6-10, Nov. 12-Jan. 1
FIREARMS

» B ® Nov. 3-5

» Q20 &: ® Nov. 11

Apr. 6-May 15

RABBIT DOG TRAINING
Wed/Fri/Sat from Nov-Feb, except
during firearms deer hunts.

COYOTE
May 16-31; small game weapons
only.

Wheelchair hunt participants must
attend a pre-hunt meeting at noon
at the check station on the Thurs-
day before the hunt. Selected
quota youth hunters must attend
a pre-hunt meeting at 7pm at the
Carter’s Lake Nature Center the
evening before the hunt. Sign-In
for both the wheelchair and quota
youth hunts available only at pre-
hunt meetings. No ATV’s except by
wheel-chair bound hunters during
the wheelchair hunt. No camping
except by reservation only in U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers designated
campgrounds.

From Chatsworth Go 11 miles south
on old U.S. 411; turn left at Carters
Lake Powerhouse sign; go 1 mile to
check station.

From Ellijay Take HWY 282 west
to old U.S. 411; go south 3.8 miles;




turn left at Carters Lake Powerhouse
sign; go 1 mile to check station.

CEDAR CREEK WMA
*i: @ o

40,000 acres ® 706.595.4222

:

ARCHERY
» Sept. 9-Oct. 15, Oct. 23-29
FIREARMS
» Buck Only: Nov. 27-Dec. 10
» Either-sex Last Day: ® Oct. 19-21,
Nov. 9-11
»%a: Nov. 21-26

-
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Apr. 6-May 15

:

Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, Sept. 30-Oct. 8,
Nov. 18-20, Dec. 19-Jan. 31

COYOTE
May 16-31

AREA NOTES
Legal hours for waterfowl end at
noon. ATVs prohibited.

DIRECTIONS
From Monticello take HWY 16 east
3/4 mile; take right fork on HWY 212;
go 12 miles to check station sign on
the right; follow arrow 0.5 mile to
check station.

CEDAR CREEK—
LITTLE RIVER AREA

T G §
1,505 acres ¢ 706.595.4222

:

ARCHERY

» Sept. 9-Oct. 13, Oct. 21-Jan. 14
FIREARMS

» & Oct. 14-20

Apr. 6-May 15

DOG TRAINING
Aug. 15-Mar. 15 except during fire-
arms deer hunts.

Legal hours for waterfowl end at
noon. No ATVs. No camping.

From Eatonton Take GA 16 west 3.6
Miles to Lynchburg Rd.; turn right;
go 0.5 miles to kiosk on right.

CEYLON WMA
QY®

BIRD DOG TRAINING
Intersection of Boat House & Ceylon
Roads, see area map.

COYOTE
May 16 - 31

From Brunswick take 1-95 South to
Exit 14 (GA Hwy 25; Woodbine). Turn
left onto Lang Road and go 1 mile
to WMA entrance on left.

CHATTAHOOCHEE WMA
Q6
25,150 acres ® 770.535.5700

ARCHERY
» Buck Only: Sept. 9-15, 23-29, Oct.
9-25
FIREARMS
» Buck Only: © Nov. 18-26 |
® Oct. 26-29, Dec. 12-15

FIREARMS
» Q9 (Bag limit 2/person or 5/party)
Dog/Bear: Sept. 30-Oct. 8
» Sept. 16-22

Apr. 6-May 15

May 16-31. Feral hogs may be hunt-
ed with dogs. Dogs must be marked
with hunter’s name and a valid phone
number; no night hunting; hogs must
be killed immediately upon capture.

Dog-bear hunters must check in at
the Chestatee WMA check station
prior to hunting and are required
to attend a pre-hunt meeting as di-
rected in their notification email. All
dogs used must be marked with the
selected hunter’s name and valid
phone number.

The Chattahoochee WMA Check
Station has moved! It is now on DNR-
owned land near Smithgall Woods/
Dukes Creek State Park. Find the
new Check Station at 34.6720932
degrees latitude and -83.778786
degrees longitude. Directions from
Cleveland: From the downtown
square, take Main Street (U.S. 129)
north approximately 3.5 miles to
GA Hwy 75A. Take a right on GA
Hwy 75A and go approximately 4.2
miles towards Helen. The new check
station driveway will be on the left
across the highway from Duke’s
Creek Baptist Church and before
the intersection with Asbestos Road.

16,000 acres ® 912.262.3173

:

Only bucks with at least 4 points
(1-inch or longer) on either antler or
a minimum 15-inch outside antler
spread are legal.
ARCHERY

» Sept. 9-Oct. 15, Dec. 3-24
FIREARMS

» Q100 ® Oct. 19-21, Nov. 9-11, Nov.

30-Dec. 2

Q40 Apr. 6-12, 20-26, May 4-10

CHATTAHOOCHEE FALL
LINE WMA—-ALMO

QY 0B ¢
6,700 acres ® 229.430.4254

IDEER]
Only bucks with at least 4 points
(1-inch or longer) on either antler or
a minimum 15-inch outside antler
spread are legal.
ARCHERY

» Sept. 9-Oct. 12, Nov. 18-26
FIREARMS

» Q150 ® Oct. 19-21, Nov. 9-11

TURKEY
Q50 Apr. 13-21, May 4-12

No fox squirrel or quail hunting. Le-
gal waterfowl hours end at noon. No
ATVs, horses, or hog dogs. Hunters
must check kiosk daily for prescribed
burning schedule and location.

From Geneva travel south on Hwy
240 approximately 2.75 miles, the
check station, kiosk and camp-
ground are 200 yards east of Hwy
240 on a WMA road.

CHATTAHOOCHEE FALL
LINE WMA—-BLACKJACK
CROSSING AREA

% Archery Only Area ¥

1,600 acres ® 229.430.4254

:

Only bucks with at least 4 points
(1-inch or longer) on either antler or
a minimum 15-inch outside antler
spread are legal.

» State seasons.

Apr. 6-May 15

COYOTE
May 16-31

No fox squirrel hunting. No camping,
ATVs, or horses. Hunters must check
kiosk daily for prescribed burning
schedule and location.

From Geneva travel south on Hwy
240 approximately 2.75 miles, the
check station, kiosk and camp-
ground are 200 yards east of Hwy
240 on a WMA road.

CHATTAHOOCHEE FALL
LINE WMA—-FORT PERRY
AREA

Qvu 0 ¢

3,442 acres ¢ 229.430.4254

IDEER]
Only bucks with at least 4 points
(1-inch or longer) on either antler or
a minimum 15-inch outside antler
spread are legal. Youth Hunt and
Hunt & Learn exempt from antler
restrictions.
ARCHERY

» Sept. 9-17, Oct. 2-8, Nov. 19-26
FIREARMS

» Q35 &: Sept. 24-25

» Antlerless Only: Sept. 29-Oct. 1

» Q35 @ Oct. 26-28, Nov. 9-11

»® Nov. 3-5

QI5 Apr. 6-8, May 4-6
QI5 & Apr. 20-22
May 7-15

IDOVE]
Sept. 2,9, 16-22, 25-28, Nov. 18-26,
Dec. 19-Jan. 31

May 16-31

WWW.GOHUNTGEORGIA.COM
Ranger Hotline 1-800-241-4113

No fox squirrel or quail hunting. Le-
gal waterfowl hours end at noon. No
ATVs or horses. Hunters must check
kiosk daily for prescribed burning
schedule and location.

From Geneva travel south on Hwy
41 approximately 6.0 miles to Fort
Perry Rd (CR49), turn left go approx-
imately 1.0 miles to check station,
kiosk and campground on the left.

CHATTAHOOCHEE FALL
LINE WMA—HILLIARD
QY a: ® 6

8,089 acres ® 229.430.4254

IDEER]
Only bucks with at least 4 points
(1-inch or longer) on either antler or
a minimum 15-inch outside antler
spread are legal. Youth hunt; Hunt &
Learn exempt from antler restriction.
ARCHERY

» Sept. 9-28, Nov. 19-Dec. 8
FIREARMS

» Q50 @ Oct. 26-28, Nov. 16-18

»® Nov. 3-6

» #: Q50 Nov. 11-12

» Antlerless Only: Sept. 29-Oct. 1

May 13-15, @ Apr. 6-8
Q40 Apr. 13-21, May 4-12

[DOVE]
»a: Q35 O: Sept. 2, 9 (Youth Field
Only)
» Sept. 2, 9, 16-28, Nov. 19-26, Dec.
19-29, Dec. 31-Jan. 12, 14-31

Daily bag Limit: 3/person. Quail 