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MESSAGE FROM THE FWC

Message from the FWC by
Chairman Rodney Barreto

Hunter-funded research paves way to a healthy

future for Florida’s game species

Having up-to-date knowledge about Florida’s game species is important for good conserva-
tion and the future of hunting, which is why we're excited about the many research projects
underway this year throughout the state. With current research spanning topics such as deer
population dynamics, wood duck nesting success, snipe genetics, wild turkey ecology and more,
there’s something of interest for all of Florida’s hunters.

We're especially pleased about a new project focusing on gobbling and nesting chronology of
wild turkeys in south Florida. This project is a three-year study that began this past winter, at the
Okaloacoochee Slough Wildlife Management Area in Hendry County and DeLuca Preserve in
Osceola County. The objectives of this research project are to determine the relationship between
gobbling, nesting and hunting season dates to ensure Florida’s spring turkey hunting season is
set to maximize hunter satisfaction and the sustainability of Florida’s wild turkey population.

Wild turkeys trapped at the two study sites will allow biologists to gather basic information
(weight, size, age, sex, etc.) about each bird. In addition, they’ll band all captured birds and
outfit a select number of hens with GPS transmitters. Biologists will regularly monitor hens
that received GPS transmitters to determine nesting behavior including when and how many
nests are initiated and the success of the nesting effort.

This research project is the result of a partnership between the FWC and the University of
Florida D.E.E.R. Lab. It is funded by money generated from the sale of turkey permits, as well
as contributions from the Fish & Wildlife Foundation of Florida and the Florida State Chapter
of the National Wild Turkey Federation.

We invite you to learn more about wild turkey management at MyFWC.com/Turkey.

Major changes

Major regulation and rule changes for this season are listed below. There are many
other changes not listed here. Hunters are responsible for learning requirements and
regulations pertaining to the types of hunting they pursue.

* New public hunting area in Northwest Florida: Garcon Point Wildlife Management
Area is 3,245 acres in Santa Rosa County offering hunts for deer, turkey, small
game and other recreational opportunities.
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This publication is provided as a guide to Florida hunting laws and regulations; however,
the Wildlife Code of the State of Florida is the final authority on hunting laws. The Florida

Wildlife Code, Division Number 68A of the Florida Administrative Code, can be obtained at

www.flrules.org. The FWC strives to ensure the information in this publication is accurate

but assumes no liability for substantive or typographical differences between this publica-
tion and the Florida Administrative Code. If you have questions regarding hunting laws

and regulations, contact an FWC regional office (see below). This publication is valid from

July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024.

Definitions

m Game—resident game birds, game mammals and migratory game birds

m Resident game birds—quail and wild turkey

m Game mammals—deer, gray squirrel, rabbit and black bear

m Migratory game birds—ducks; snow (including blue), Ross’ and Canada geese; common gallinule
(moorhen); coot; snipe; rail; woodcock; and mourning and white-winged dove

m Non-migratory game—resident game birds and game mammals

m Furbearers—bobcat, otter, raccoon, opossum, coyote, beaver, skunk and nutria

INTRODUCTION

The FWC receives financial assistance

from the Department of the Interior, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. The DOI prohibits
discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age, sex or disability. If

you believe you have been discriminated
against in any program, activity or facility or
need more information, contact:

FWC, Office of Human Resources
620 S. Meridian St.

Tallahassee, FL 32399
850-488-6411

or:

Office of Diversity, Inclusion & Civil Rights
Dept. of the Interior

1849 C St. N\W

Washington, D.C. 20240

Information regarding bear management is not contained in this handbook.

Please visit MyFWC.com/Bear for information.

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

Managing fish and wildlife resources for their
long-term well-being and the benefit of people.

620 South Meridian Street sona Jackm NORTHWEST
Farris Bryant Building Y:;j,“n G“mﬂ
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600
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Assistant Executive Director
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Partners for public hunting

Florida has one of the largest wildlife management area systems
in the country at 6 million acres. WMAs are managed for
conservation and recreation and offer diverse public hunting
opportunities. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission is the lead manager or landowner on over 1.4
million acres. Another 4.6 million acres are open for public
hunting thanks to our partners and cooperators.

Florida Forest Service U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Northwest Florida Water Miccosukee Indian Tribe
Management District Nutrien

Suwannee River Water :
Managment District PRIDE Enterpriece

St. Johns River Water
Managment District Alachua County

South Florida Water Collier County
Management District Columbia County

Southwest Florida Water Lake County
Managment District

Florida Armory Board

Florida Department of
Environmental Protection

Florida Department of Corrections
U.S. Forest Service

National Park Service

U.S. Department of Defense

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

City of Jacksonville

Lee County

Levy County

Martin County

Orange County

Volusia County

The Nature Conservancy
Hancock Timber Resource Group
Weyerhaeuser Company
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To find a WMA near you, visit MyFWC.com/WMAbrochures.

Support youth
hunting programs
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Youth Hunting
Program of Florida

Providing safe, educational,

mentored youth hunts.

To learn more and find
a hunt near you, visit
MyFWC.com/YHPF.
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Wild boar, alligator, bobwhite quail, pheasant, whitetail deer and Osceola
turkey can be hunted with us here at Lightsey Family Ranch!
Exotic deer hunts (Axis and Blackbuck) too!

We offer one or multiple-day hunts. Get a kid in the woods!
Handicap accessible

7 ll- YEARS AGO, THE NRA CREATED
HUNTER EDUCATION.

ACCESS THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE
ONLINE COURSE AVAILABLE IN FLORIDA ...

FREE! AT NRAHE.ORG


http://nrahe.org
http://www.floridahuntingoutfitter.com

ARE YOU READY
FOR WILDFIRE?

While spring is wildfire season in Florida, our state
is at risk for wildfires almost year-round. Wildfires
can burn more than just trees.

t's not about /if a wildfire will ignite but when.

Take the next steps and learn how to protect your
life, home and community at

BeWildfireReadyFL.com

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Commissioner Wilton Simpson


http://floridastateforests.reserveamerica.com
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Get started hunting!

Visit MyFWC.com/NewHunter for:

¢ Hunting tips ¢ License and permit information
* Places to hunt ¢ Hunter safety training
¢ Youth and family hunts ¢ Season dates and regulations

OUTFIITERS
HUNT HARD ~ PRAY LOUD
SHOOT STRAIGHT

EUORIDASIBESTRHUNTIN GIEXRERIENGE!

[N1onsTERYRNGATO RESROSCED VNI RKEN,
Huse\Wito]BonRYeATRoRHYABASS
[AwesomefACcommopaTionsEE4HoMELGooke]IVIERLS
BowgisHinckeDuck{HuNTINGESRIGUANAYHUNTING

IIENIBERSHIRSYAVATIABIE

s g Mt e
0fficel86:32655s2454
Garilal
GUIDEDSHUNINGACON

Hunting apparel for real men.

realmenprey.com
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Recreational license,
permit information
and requirements

Most recreational hunting and fishing licenses
and permits, including reprints, are available
at GoOutdoorsFlorida.com, tax collectors’
offices, license agents, or by calling toll-free
888-HUNT-FLORIDA (486-8356). For pur-
poses of hunting in Florida, a resident is
defined as any person who has declared
Florida as his or her only state of residence
as evidenced by a valid Florida driver license
or identification card with a Florida address.
A valid Florida driver license or ID Card is
needed for resident license or permit pur-
chases made online or by telephone. If you do
not have a Florida driver license or ID card, a
Florida voter information card, declaration
of domicile, or homestead exemption may be
used as proof of residency.

Active duty military personnel stationed in
Florida, including spouse and dependent chil-
dren residing in the household, are considered
residents. Except as noted under License and
Permit Exemptions, the following licenses and
permits are required:

Hunting license

Required when taking or attempting to take
game or furbearing animals (by methods other
than trapping).

Deer permit
Required, in addition to a hunting license,
when taking or attempting to take deer.

Turkey permit
Required, in addition to a hunting license,
when taking or attempting to take wild turkeys.

Migratory bird permit

Required, in addition to a hunting license,
when taking or attempting to take ducks, geese,
coots, common gallinules (moorhens), rails,
snipes, woodcocks, mourning doves and white-
winged doves.

Florida waterfowl permit

and Federal duck stamp

Required, in addition to a hunting license and
migratory bird permit, when taking or attempt-
ing to take ducks, geese and mergansers.

Archery season permit
Required, in addition to a hunting license,
when hunting during archery season.

Crossbow season permit
Required, in addition to a hunting license,
when hunting during crossbow season.

Muzzleloading gun season permit
Required, in addition to a hunting license, when
hunting during muzzleloading gun season.

Management area permit

Required, in addition to a hunting license,
when taking or attempting to take wildlife on
wildlife management areas. Permit may also
be used on wildlife management areas where
a daily-use fee is required.

Limited entry/quota permit

Required to hunt, or access for recreational
purposes, some management areas during
specified periods (see Limited Entry/Quota
Permits on page 41).

NOTE: In addition to a hunting license, man-
agement area permit and any other related
permits, additional permits or tags may be
required for all or parts of a season when hunt-
ing on a wildlife management area. Require-
ments and exemptions vary by area. Please
consult the specific brochure for the WMA you
wish to hunt at MyFWC.com/WMAbrochures.

< LICENSES AND PERMITS
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Furbearer trapping license

Required of anyone, except residents age 65
or older, when taking or attempting to take
furbearing animals (raccoons, beavers, bobcats,
otters, opossums, coyotes, skunks, nutrias)
using live traps or snares and when selling
pelts to licensed fur dealers.

How to order

Hunting licenses and permits can be ordered
at GoOutdoorsFlorida.com or by calling
888-HUNT-FLORIDA (888-486-8356) 24
hours a day. Purchases can also be made at
tax collector’s offices or license agent locations.
Visit MyFWC.com/License for more informa-
tion on how to order and any applicable fees.
All license and permit sales are final.

LICENSES AND PERMITS

License and permit
exemptions

Exemptions from hunting license and permit
(including Florida waterfowl, migratory bird,
deer, turkey, management area, and archery,
crossbow and muzzleloading gun season)
requirements are:

m Persons hunting in their county of residence
on their homestead or homestead of their
spouse or minor child; or minor child hunt-
ing on the homestead of their parents.

m Florida residents age 65 or older possessing
proof of age and residency; a valid Florida
Driver License or ID card or a no-cost Flor-
ida Resident 65+ Hunting and Fishing card
(obtained online at GoOutdoorsFlorida.com
or at county tax collectors' offices) meet this
requirement. Florida residents age 65 or
older are also exempt from the furbearer
trapping license.

] ,t\ Florida residents possessing a Florida

Resident Persons with Disabilities
Hunting and Fishing License. Information
for this license is available at MyFWC.com/
ADA, and applications can be submitted at
GoOutdoorsFlorida.com.

m Florida residents in the U.S. Armed Services
not stationed in Florida, while home on leave
with orders for 30 days or less.

m Children under age 16 (also exempt from
federal duck stamps).

#~ 49 RATING
300+ Reviews

Scan to get an

(866) 761-5380 * insurance.ahuntinglease.org/florida

CERTIFICATES EMAILED IMMEDIATELY i

UP TO 7 LANDOWNERS FOR FREE

S

U U
MONTHLY START DATES

l} AMERICAN
HUNTING LEASE
ASSOCIATION

LEASE INSURANCE

instant quote. FOR HUNTERS & LANDOWNERS

The American Hunting Lease Association is a trade association promoting and protecting the hunting lease concept. The AHLA is not an insurance agency and makes no claims as such. All liability
insurance is produced by Assured Partners and made available through an exclusive partnership with the AHLA.
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Resident Hunting Licenses Annual Year

Gold Sportsman’s License

Includes Hunting, Saltwater Fishing and Freshwater Fishing licenses; and Deer, Manage-
ment Area, Archery Season, Muzzleloading Gun Season, Crossbow Season, Turkey,
Florida Waterfowl, Snook and Lobster permits.

Youth Gold Sportsman'’s License

Includes the same licenses and permits as the Gold Sportsman'’s License. This license
is not required, but available to youths age 8 to 15 who hold a hunter safety certification
and is valid from time of purchase until they reach 17 years old.

Military Gold Sportsman’s License Lo gi 1
Includes the same licenses and permits as the Gold Sportsman'’s License. Available ) .
online at GoOutdoorsFlorida.com or at county tax collectors’ offices for Florida residents $20.00 to set your licenses and permits
with valid military credentials who are active duty or retired military members of the U.S. ’ to Auto-Renew. With easy settings

Armed Forces, Armed Forces Reserve, Florida National Guard, Coast Guard or Coast
I — and safe payment tokens, you can
Sportsman’s License always be ready for your next hunt!
Includes Hunting and Freshwater Fishing licenses; and Deer, Management Area, $80.50
Archery Season, Muzzleloading Gun Season, Crossbow Season, Turkey and Florida :
Waterfowl permits.

GO OUTDOORS

$100.00  $494.00

$100.00

Hunting License ON B

Resident 64+ Silver Sportsman’s License

Includes Freshwater Fishing and Hunting licenses; and Deer, Management Area, Archery $13.50 $67.50
Season, Muzzleloading Gun Season, Crossbow Season, Turkey and Florida Waterfowl permits. .

Annual Hunting License $17.00  $79.00 Deer Permit @ OFF
Youth Hunting License
This license is not required, but available to youths age 8 to 15 who hold a hunter safety $17.00 0

certification and is valid from time of purchase until they reach 17 years old. Turkey Permit ON -
Hunting/Freshwater Fishing Combination Li $32.50
Hunting/Freshwater/Saltwater Fishing Combination License $48.00 Archery Permit - OFF
Resident Persons with Disabilities Hunting/Fishing License

Includes Hunting, Saltwater Fishing and Freshwater Fishing licenses; and Deer, Manage-
ment Area, Archery Season, Muzzleloading Gun Season, Crossbow Season, Turkey, No Cost Crossbow Permit - OFF
Florida Waterfowl, Snook and Lobster permits. Eligibility and application details for this
license are available at MyFWC.com/ADA.

Florida Resident 65+ Hunting and Fishing License No Cost
Nonresident Hunting Licenses

Nonresident Annual Hunting License $151.50
Nonresident 10-Day Hunting License $46.50

S WO NU L AL S nSEN

H H H 5-Year
Hun@mg Permits anq Related Licenses T P s NRROWHERDND
(Resident and Nonresident) only)
Management Area Permit $26.50  $126.50 (ONU TSI T 2l <)
Deer Permit $5.00 $25.00
Archery Season Permit $5.00 $25.00
Crossbow Season Permit $5.00 $25.00
Muzzleloading Gun Season Permit $5.00 $25.00
Turkey Permit (Resident) $10.00 $50.00
Turkey Permit (Nonresident) $125.00 —
Florida Waterfowl Permit $5.00 $25.00
Migratory Bird Permit (valid Sept. 1 - March 31) No Cost —
Federal Duck Stamp (valid July 1 - June 30) $28.50 =
Furbearer Trapping License $26.50 —

Lifetime Licenses

Lifetime Licenses are available to Florida residents only but remain valid even if you move out of state.

Funds generated from sales of these licenses are invested in an endowment to support long-term
conservation of Florida’s fish and wildlife resources. Lifetime license holders may be exempt from any
licenses or permits that are created in the future, or be exempt from the permit fees.

Lifetime Sportsman’s License
Includes Hunting, Saltwater Fishing and Freshwater Fishing licenses; and Deer, Management Area, Archery Season,
Muzzleloading Gun Season, Crossbow Season, Turkey, Florida Waterfowl, Snook and Lobster permits.

4 years or younger $401.50

5-12 years $701.50

13 years and older $1,001.50 A simple phone call is all
Lifetime Hunting License it takes to reserve your
Includes Hunting license; and Deer, Management Area, Archery Season, Muzzleloading Gun Season, Crossbow Southern Arrowhead Outfitters
Season, Turkey and Florida Waterfow! permits. hunt. All hunts fill up fast.

4 years or younger $201.50 Call now for information

5-12years $351.50 and reservations!

13 years and older $501.50

—ALL SALES ARE FINAL —
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Hunter safety
requirement

Anyone born on or after June 1, 1975 must
complete a hunter safety course before pur-
chasing a hunting license enabling them to
hunt without supervision. Children under age
16 may hunt with adult supervision without
having to take a hunter safety course. Persons
16 and older who have not completed a hunter
safety course can request a deferral from the
hunter safety certification requirement when
purchasing their hunting license. This enables
them to purchase a license and hunt within the
supervision of a mentoring adult who is at least
21 years old. Persons needing proof of course

Do you need a
duplicate hunter
safety card?

You can obtain a duplicate hunter
safety card at MyFWC.com/
HunterSafety. If you do not have
Internet access or are unable to
print the duplicate card, contact an
FWC regional hunter safety office
(see page 5).

17141 FM 880 S.
Cross Plains, TX 76443
432-385-1303
888-876-1927
Fax 432-385-1084

completion can print a duplicate certification
card at MyFWC.com/HunterSafety.

Hunter safety course
Everyone born on or after June 1, 1975, must
pass an approved hunter safety course before
purchasing a Florida hunting license that
enables them to hunt without adult super-
vision. To learn more about these and other
programs, visit MyFWC.com/HunterSafety.

Hunter safety deferral

Anyone 16 years old or older and born after
May 31, 1975, can purchase a hunting license
and hunt under the supervision of a qualified
hunter without having to complete a state's
hunter safety certification. When purchasing
your hunting license, check the box requesting
a deferral from the hunter safety certification
requirement. Hunters requesting this deferral
need to be supervised by an adult, 21 years old
or older, who has a valid hunting license and
has met the hunter safety requirement.

New and experienced hunters are encour-
aged to take a hunter safety course to learn
more about conservation and safe, responsible
hunting. In addition, successfully completing a
hunter safety course is required before anyone
16 years old and older is allowed to hunt with-
out being under the supervision of an adult 21
years old or older.

Minors Under 16
— Florida law

Anyone under 16 years of age can hunt with an air
gun (air or gas-operated) or firearm only when
supervised by a parent or an adult who is acting
with consent of the minor’s parent or guardian.

See Section 790.22, Florida Statues for
additional info.

Legal methods of taking
game mammals and
resident game birds

Definition of take

The term shall include taking, attempting to
take, pursuing, hunting, molesting, capturing,
or killing any wildlife or freshwater fish, or their
nests or eggs by any means whether or not such
actions result in obtaining possession of such
wildlife or freshwater fish or their nests or eggs.

Resident game birds and game mammals
Rifles, shotguns, pistols, air guns, longbows,
compound bows, recurve bows, crossbows and
birds of prey (falcons, hawks and great horned
owls) may be used. Hand-held releases may be
used. Arrows or bolts used to take deer or wild
turkeys must be equipped with broadheads hav-
ing at least two sharpened edges with minimum
widths of 7/8 inch. Only pre-charged pneumatic

Stash the Trash!

Protect fish and wildlife. Learn how at:
MyFWC.com/StashTheTrash

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
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(PCP) air guns firing arrows or single bullets
can be used in taking deer and turkey. Must be
at least .30-caliber for deer and .20-caliber for
turkey. PCP air guns are commercially-man-
ufactured air guns that are charged from an
external high compression source, such as an air
compressor, air tank or external hand pump and
are specifically designed to propel a bolt, arrow
or other projectile commonly used for hunting.

Hunting deer with a muzzleloader

Muzzleloading guns firing single bullets must
be at least .30-caliber or larger. Muzzleloading
guns firing two or more balls must be 20-gauge
or larger. Muzzleloading guns designed to allow
accelerant (gun powder) to be loaded at the breech
may be used during muzzleloading gun seasons.

Prohibited methods and
equipment for taking
game mammals and
resident game birds

m This document does not address or advise on
local ordinances prohibiting the discharge of
firearms or the validity of such ordinances.

m Centerfire semi-automatic rifles having
magazine capacities of more than five rounds

m Nonexpanding full metal case (military ball)
ammunition for taking deer

m Firearmsusing rimfire cartridges for taking deer

Fully automatic firearms

Air guns that are not pre-charged pneu-
matic (PCP) air guns when taking deer or
wild turkey

PCP air guns firing single bullets that are less
than .30-caliber when taking deer and less
than .20-caliber when taking wild turkey
Explosive or drug-injecting arrows

Taking or attempting to take with live decoys,
recorded game calls or sounds, set guns, arti-
ficial lights, nets, traps, snares, drugs or
poisons

Shooting from vehicles, powerboats or sail-
boats moving under power. Motors must be
shut off or sails furled, and progress must cease
from such motor or sail before taking game.
Herding or driving game with vehicles,
boats or aircraft (including drones)
Hunting wild turkeys with dogs

Taking turkeys while they are on the roost
Taking wild turkeys when the hunter is
within 100 yards of a game-feeding station
when feed is present

Taking spotted fawn deer or swimming deer
Using dogs without collars that identify the
owners name and address

Using dogs on private lands without written
landowner permission (see Statewide deer-
dog registration on page 18)

Using dogs not under physical restraint to
pursue deer, fox, coyote and wild hog with-
out a collar allowing remote tracking (GPS
or telemetry) AND behavior correction

NEW! Carbon monoxide detection

Q A ED

HIGH POWER OUTPUT

QUIET OPERATION EFFICIENT

& shut-off feature

SAFE FOR ELECTRONICS

CO EMISSIONS DETECTION

©2023 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved. Please read the Owner's Manual and the product warning labels before operation.
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m Placing, exposing or distributing soporific,
anesthetic, tranquilizer, hypnotic or similar
drugs or chemicals; preparation by baits; or
by other means where game birds or game
animals may be affected

m Shooting or attempting to shoot or harass any
bird, fish or other animal from aircraft (includ-
ing drones), except as specifically authorized
by a Federal or State issued license or permit

Areas closed to hunting

m Taking or attempting to take wildlife is illegal
on, upon or from rights-of-way of federal, state
or county-maintained roads, whether paved
or otherwise, except reptiles and amphibians
may be taken without the use of firearms, and
raptors may be taken per Rule 68A-9.005,
F.A.C. Casting dogs from rights-of-way is
considered attempting to take wildlife and
constitutes violation of this regulation.

m Discharging firearms over paved public
roads, rights-of-way, highways, streets or
occupied premises is prohibited.

m Shooting or propelling potentially lethal
projectiles over or across private land with-
out authorization to take game is considered
criminal trespassing and is a felony.

m Taking deer is prohibited by any method in
the Florida Keys.

m Taking deer is illegal in that portion of Col-
lier County lying south of S.R. 84 (I-75), west
of S.R. 29, north of U.S. 41 and east of the
western boundary of Fakahatchee Strand
State Preserve.

m Hunting is prohibited on most sanctuaries
and parks.

Florida's CWD Watch

866-CWD-WATCH (293-9282)

GENERAL INFORMATION

Trespassing

The possession of a hunting license does not
authorize a person to trespass onto private
land. Obtain landowner’s permission before
entering private land. Trespassing while pos-
sessing a firearm or other dangerous weapon
is a felony punishable by imprisonment up to
five years and/or a fine of up to $5,000.

Use of firearms by felons

It is illegal in Florida for convicted felons to
possess firearms, including muzzleloading guns,
unless the convicted felon has had his/ her civil
rights restored by the state's Clemency Board or
the firearm qualifies as an antique firearm under
Florida Statute 790.001(1). Properly licensed
convicted felons may hunt with bows, crossbows,
air guns or antique firearms per Florida Statute
790 during hunting seasons when such devices
are legal for taking game. The 2015 Florida
Statutes Title XLVI, Section, 790.001(1) states
"Antique firearm means any firearm manufac-
tured in or before 1918 (including any matchlock,
flintlock, percussion cap or similar early type
of ignition system) or replica thereof, whether
actually manufactured before or after the year
1918, and also any firearm using fixed ammuni-
tion manufactured in or before 1918, for which
ammunition is no longer manufactured in the
United States and is not readily available in the
ordinary channels of commercial trade." Con-
victed felons should be aware that being in a
location where a firearm is present may con-
stitute constructive possession of that firearm.
Constructive possession occurs when the per-
son knows about the firearm and is in a position

Chronic wasting disease (CWD) is a contagious disease of
the brain and central nervous system that is always fatal to
members of the deer family. CWD has not been detected in
Florida. You can help guard against CWD by reporting sick or
abnormally thin deer or deer dead of unknown causes to the
CWD hotline at 866-CWD-WATCH (866-293-9282).

Learn more at MyFWC.com/CWD.

Wildlife Alert Reward Program

Help conserve our fish and wildlife resources and maintain public
safety by reporting hunting, fishing or boating violations to the FWC.

Call 888-404-3922 or visit

MyFWC.com/WildlifeAlert.

The Wildlife Alert program provides financial rewards to concerned
citizens when their information leads to citations or arrests for
hunting, fishing or boating violations in Florida. Those reporting

violations can remain anonymous!
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to exert control over that firearm or where they
have concealed the firearm. Possession may also
bejoint, that is, two or more persons may jointly
possess a firearm, exercising control over it, each
person is considered to be in possession.

Antlerless Deer
Permit Program

Persons who own, lease or otherwise have writ-
ten permission to take deer on properties of at
least 640 contiguous acres, or not less than 150
contiguous acres if adjoining land with a cur-
rent Antlerless Deer or Private Lands Deer
Management permit, may apply for antlerless
deer permits and tags to authorize the harvest
of a specific number of antlerless deer on the
enrolled property during the established deer
hunting season. A group with adjoining lands
may apply together, provided the total com-
bined acreage meets the acreage requirements.
For more information, visit MyFWC.com/Deer.

Wild hogs

On private property with landowner permission,
wild hogs may be hunted year-round day or night
without restriction (i.e., by all lawful methods
with no bag/possession limits, no size limits and
no licenses/permits required). They also may be
trapped but cannot be transported alive without
a Feral Swine Dealer Permit from the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices, which is available by calling 850-410-
0900. Wild hogs can be taken on WMAs only
during specified seasons, where permit, method
of take and bag limit requirements may apply.
For more information on hunting wild hogs on
WMAs, consult the specific WMA brochure for
the area you want to hunt.

Shooting hours for
resident game birds,
crows and game mammals

One-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour
after sunset except when hunting wild turkeys
during spring turkey season. Shooting hours dur-
ing spring turkey season on private lands and
most WMAs are one-half hour before sunrise to
sunset. On some WMAs, spring turkey shooting
hours are one-half hour before sunrise to 1 p.m.

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
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Hunter orange
requirement

It is unlawful to hunt deer or to accompany
another person hunting deer on public lands
unless each person is wearing a minimum
of 500 square inches of daylight fluorescent
orange material as an outer garment. Such
clothing must be worn above the waistline and

can include a head covering. This rule does not

apply during an archery-only season, or when
hunting on private lands at any time.

Hunting dogs

Dogs may be used as an aid in taking game mam-
mals and birds, wild hogs and furbearers, unless
otherwise prohibited. Persons owning or using
dogs shall not knowingly or negligently permit
such dogs to trail, pursue or otherwise molest
wildlife during closed seasons. When using
archery equipment and muzzleloaders during
their respective archery, crossbow and muzzle-
loading gun seasons, the taking of deer by the
use or aid of dogs is prohibited. Dogs on leashes
may be used to trail wounded game mammals
during all seasons. Taking wild turkeys by aid of
dogs at any time is prohibited. Hunters, who use
dogs for hunting, including bird dogs or retriev-
ers, are required to have their dogs wear collars
that identify their owner’s name and address.
This regulation also requires dog hunters to
possess landowners’ written permission before

Florida Buck Registry

The Florida Buck Registry recognizes hunters for taking
quality deer in Florida. A minimum Boone and Crockett
score of 100 for typical antlers and 125 for nontypical
antlers is required for entry into the registry. For more
information, visit MyFWC.com/Deer.

Florida Wild Turkey Registry

The Florida Wild Turkey Registry recognizes quality wild turkeys taken in Florida.

* To qualify for an “Outstanding Gobbler Certificate,” the beard must be 11 inches or
longer and both spurs must be 1% inches or longer.

* A “First Gobbler Certificate” also is awarded to hunters age 15 or younger for
harvesting their first gobbler, regardless of beard and spur measurements.

Applications are available at MyFWC.com/Turkey.

Sign up for free hunting and shooting range email updates

3 easy steps!
1. Visit MyFWC.com/News and click "Sign Up for News Releases"
2. Enter your email address and hit "Submit" button

3. Under "Subscription Topics" select “Hunting” and check box for "FWC Hunting News"

1700 & Deerfield AL

THE RANGE - 15 LANES:
10 AT 75’ AND
5 AT 50°

\wwwigunworildofsfifcom
954-596-0526;
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using their dogs to pursue game, wild hogs or
furbearers on private property. On private land,
rabbit, raccoon, opossum, skunk, nutria, beaver,
coyote, wild hog, fox and bobcat may be chased
throughout the year with free running dogs.

Remote tracking and behavior correction
devices: All dogs not under physical restraint
used for pursuing deer, wild hog, fox, or coyote
must be equipped and monitored with devices
that allow remote tracking AND behavior cor-
rection. Removing, tampering, or otherwise
interfering with any collar or tag (including
remote tracking and behavior correction
devices) of a dog used for hunting without the
owner’s permission is prohibited.

For more information, contact an FWC
regional office (see page 5).

Deer dogs: Deer dogs can be trained dur-
ing closed seasons when dogs are constantly
attached to leashes or ropes in the hands of
their trainers for training purposes. Deer dogs
are permitted to run free for training purposes
only during deer-dog training seasons (see
page 20). Taking deer or any other wildlife with
a gun is prohibited while training deer dogs.

Statewide deer-dog registration: Deer hunt-
ers using dogs on private properties in Florida
must obtain a no-cost registration from the
FWC. Registration requirements apply to the
deer-dog training season and during any open
deer hunting season when it is legal to take deer
with dogs. Applications must be submitted no
later than 30 days prior to the final day of general
gun season in the hunting zone where the prop-
erty is situated. To comply with the registration
rule, deer-dog hunters on private lands must
have registration numbers on their dogs’ collars;
possess copies of the registration; and keep their
dogs on registered properties. For more infor-
mation and to apply go to MyFWC.com/Deer.

Bird dogs: On private lands during closed
seasons, bird dogs may be trained with pistols
firing blanks or balls or by taking pen-raised
quail (with shotguns only), when birds have
been banded with owners’ names prior to releas-
ing them.

Fox dogs: Foxes cannot be killed, but may
be chased year-round with dogs (see Furbearer
regulations on page 30).

Feeding game

Taking game on lands or waters upon which

corn, wheat, grain, food or other substances

have been deposited by means other than
normal agricultural harvesting or planting is
prohibited, except as noted below.

m Non-migratory game may be hunted in
proximity of year-round game-feeding sta-
tions on private lands, provided the feeding
station has been maintained with feed for
at least six months prior to taking game.

m Wild turkey may not be taken if the hunter
is less than 100 yards from a game feeding
station when feed is present.

m Placing, offering or allowing the placement
of feed or garbage that is likely to create or
creates a public nuisance by attracting bears
is prohibited after receiving written notifica-
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tion from the FWC. The intentional feeding
of bears is prohibited.

Buying or selling game

Buying or selling game is prohibited except as
provided for on licensed game farms (see Rule
68A-12.011, F.A.C.) and hunting preserves (see
Rule 68A-12.010). When lawfully taken, the
feathers or skins of resident game birds or the
skins of deer, squirrels, or rabbits may be sold.

Deer and wild turkey
harvest reporting
requirements

After harvesting a deer or wild turkey and prior
to moving it from the point of harvest, all hunt-
ers must record the harvest in their harvest log
and report it to the FWC'’s harvest reporting
system within 24 hours of harvest and prior to
final processing of the deer or wild turkey, any
parts of it being transferred to another party
including meat processors and taxidermists,
or the deer or wild turkey leaving the state.
Hunters can obtain printable harvest logs and
get more information on harvest reporting at
MyFW(C.com/HarvestReport. Harvest may be
reported online at GoOutdoorsFlorida.com or
through the Fish|Hunt FL mobile app. Hunters
can also report harvest by calling 888-HUNT-
FLORIDA (486-8356) anytime day or night.
Reporting is not complete until a confirmation
number is given and recorded. An FWC Cus-
tomer ID number is needed when reporting
deer or wild turkey harvest and can be found
by logging into a customer account or creat-
ing a new account at GoOutdoorsFlorida.com.

Non-native deer

Free-ranging, unprotected non-native deer of
either sex may be harvested during established
seasons for taking deer and are not subject to
antler requirements, bag or possession limits,
and harvest reporting requirements.

Dividing deer and
wild turkey in the field

Deer and wild turkeys may be dismembered in
field or camp, however, tags must be attached
to each portion identifying names, addresses,
FW(C issued customer number of the persons
who harvested them with date and location at

which they were taken. These tags must be read-
ily traceable to the portion of the animal bearing
sex identification, head and, if applicable, beard.

Sex evidence

Positive evidence of sex identification, including
the head with any antler or antlers, shall remain
with deer taken or killed within the state; and
the head and beard, if applicable, shall remain
on all wild turkey killed during any season
when taking unbearded hens is prohibited, if
such deer or wild turkey is kept in the field or
camp or is in route to the domicile of its pos-
sessor or until such deer or wild turkey has been
cooked or stored at the domicile of its possessor.

Transport of game

m A person may transport the possession limit
of lawfully taken game.

m A person may at any time possess mounted
specimens of lawfully taken game, including
the heads, antlers, hides/skins, feathers or feet.

m Lawfully taken game may be shipped by the
person who took such game provided that
each package shall be marked on the outside
to show the names and addresses of both
the shipper and the addressee, and the num-
bers and kinds of game contained therein.

Motor vehicles

All-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and off-highway
motorcycles (OHMs) purchased after July 1,
2002, must be titled with the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles. AT Vs and
OHMs must be titled when used for recreational
purposes on lands within the state that are avail-
able for public use and that are owned, operated
or managed by federal, state, county or munici-
pal governmental entities. Applications for title
may be made at county tax collectors’ offices.

Hunting out of state for deer, elk, moose or caribou

It is illegal to bring into Florida or possess whole carcasses or certain carcass parts

of any species of the family Cervidae (deer, elk, moose, caribou) originating from
anywhere outside of Florida. Visit MyFWC.com/Deer for more information about these
requirements. Visit MyFWC.com/CWD for more information on chronic wasting disease.

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
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HUNTING SEASONS

AND BAG LIMITS

2023-2024 Florida Resident Game and
Furbearer Hunting Season Dates and Bag Limits

Seasons, dates and bag limits do not apply to wildlife management areas

Antlered deer - Antler regulations vary by deer management unit (DMU).
Find DMU-specific regulations on pages 22-25.

Zone A
Archery season: July 29 — Aug. 27

Zone C
Archery season: Sept. 16 — Oct. 15

Harvest reporting is required for all
deer and turkey hunters. See "Deer
and wild turkey harvest reporting
requirements" on page 18.

Antler Point Regulations

m Crossbow season: July 29 — Sept. 1 m Crossbow season: Sept. 16 — Oct. 20
m Muzzleloading gun season: Sept. 2-15 m Muzzleloading gun season: Oct. 21 — Nov. 3
m Youth deer hunt weekend: Sept. 9-10 @ m Youth deer hunt weekend: Oct. 28-29 @
m General gun season: Sept. 16 — Oct. 15, m General gun season: Nov. 4 — Jan. 21 13 poi ., _
3 points (1" or more in length)
Nov. 18 —Jan. 7 on a side OR 10” main beam
Zone D /2 points (1" or more in length)
Zone B m Archery season: Oct. 21 — Nov. 22 on aside
m Archery season: Oct. 14 — Nov. 12 m Crossbow season: Oct. 21 — Nov. 22,
m Crossbow season: Oct. 14 — Nov. 17 Nov. 27 — Dec. 1
m Muzzleloading gun season: Nov. 18 —Dec.1 m General gun season: Nov. 23-26,
m Youth deer hunt weekend: Nov. 25-26 @ Dec. 9 — Feb. 18
m General gun season: Dec. 2 — Feb. 18 m Youth deer hunt weekend: Dec. 2-3 @
m Muzzleloading gun season: Dec. 2-8,
Feb. 19-25
Antlerless deer - Deer (except spotted fawn) without antlers or antlers less than 5 inches
Zone A Zone C Hunting Zones and

m Archeryseason: DMU A2: July 29 — Aug. 6,
DMU A3: July 29 — Aug. 13

m Crossbow season: DMU A2: July 29 — Aug. 6,
DMU A3: July 29 — Aug. 13

m Youth deer hunt weekend: DMU A2 and
DMU A3: Sept. 9-10 Q)

m General gun season: DMU A2: Nov. 18-19,
DMU A3: Nov. 18-21

Zone B

m Archery season: Oct. 14 — Nov. 12

m Crossbow season: Oct. 14 — Nov. 12

m Youth deer hunt weekend: Nov. 25-26 @
m General gun season: Dec. 29-31

m Archery season: Sept. 16 — Oct. 15
m Crossbow season: Sept. 16 — Oct. 15
m Muzzleloading gun season:

DMU C5: Oct. 21-22
m Youth deer hunt weekend: Oct. 28-29 @
m General gun season:

» DMU C1: Nov. 17-20

» DMU C2: Nov. 17-19

» DMU C3: Nov. 17-19

» DMU C4: Nov. 17-20

» DMU C5: Nov. 4-5, Nov. 18-19

» DMU C6: Nov. 17-20

Zone D
m Archery season: Oct. 21 — Nov. 22
m Crossbow season: Oct. 21 — Nov. 22
m Muzzleloading gun season:
DMU D2: Dec. 2-3
m Youth deer hunt weekend: Dec. 2-3 @
m General gun season:
» DMU D1: Nov. 25-26, Dec. 30-31
» DMU D2: Nov. 25-26, Dec. 1617,
Dec. 30-31

Daily bag limit: 2 deer

m During those portions of archery and cross-
bow seasons when antlerless deer can be
taken, either deer may be antlered or
antlerless.

m During antlerless deer seasons (see DMU
pages 22-25), only 1 deer may be antlerless.

m During all other seasons, only antlered deer
may be taken. Antlerless deer can only be
taken by antlerless deer permit/tag.
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Possession limit: 4 deer
Annual bag limit: 5 deer of which only 2 can
be antlerless.

Deer taken on private lands under the Antlerless
Deer Permit Program (antlerless deer only), Pri-
vate Lands Deer Management Permit Program
and Deer Depredation Permit Program and
on licensed game farms and hunting preserves
are excluded from bag (daily and annual) and
possession limits.

Deer Management
Units (DMUs)

D2
D1 C5
C6
Cc3

[ Zone A =
["]zoneB ﬂ
[ Zone C c2
["] Zone D c1

A3

Al
A2

Deer-dog training season

Zone A: Aug. 12-31

Zone B: Oct. 28 — Nov. 16
Zone C: Sept. 30 — Oct. 19
Zone D: Oct. 28 — Nov. 16

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission



Wild Turkey (gobblers and
bearded turkeys only)

Fall seasons

Zone A
m Archery season: July 29 — Aug. 27
m Crossbow season: July 29 — Sept. 1
m Muzzleloading gun season: Sept. 2-15
m Fall turkey season: Oct. 9-15,
Nov. 18 — Jan. 7 @

Zone B

m Archery season: Oct. 14 — Nov. 12

m Crossbow season: Oct. 14 — Nov. 17

m Muzzleloading gun season: Nov. 18 — Dec. 1
m Fall turkey season: Dec. 2 — Jan. 28 @

Zone C

m Archery season: Sept. 16 — Oct. 15

m Crossbow season: Sept. 16 — Oct. 20

m Muzzleloading gun season: Oct. 21 — Nov. 3
m Fall turkey season: Nov. 4 — Dec. 31

Zone D

m Archery season: Oct. 21 — Nov. 22

m Crossbow season: Oct. 21 — Nov. 22,
Nov. 27 — Dec. 1

m Muzzleloading gun season: Dec. 2—8

m Fall turkey season: Nov. 23-26,
Dec.9-Jan. 14 @

Daily bag limit: 2 turkeys
Season and possession limit: 2 for all fall
seasons combined

Spring seasons @

North of State Road 70
m Youth turkey hunt weekend: March 9-10 @
m Spring turkey season: March 16 — April 21

South of State Road 70
m Youth turkey hunt weekend: Feb. 2425 €
m Spring turkey season: March 2 — April 7

Daily bag limit: 2 turkeys
Season and possession limit: 2 for all spring
seasons

Hunting
Zones

Wild turkey
subspecies range
and dividing

line for spring
season dates

Gray Squirrel

Statewide Oct. 14 — March 3

Daily bag limit: 12
Possession limit: 24

Quail
Statewide Nov. 11 — March 3

Daily bag limit: 12
Possession limit: 24

Rifles, shotguns, pistols, muzzleloaders, air
guns, crossbows and bows may be used. Gray
squirrel and quail also may be taken during
archery, crossbow and muzzleloading gun
seasons using the respective methods of take
allowed during those seasons.

Bobcat

Statewide Dec. 1 — March 31

Otter

Statewide Dec. 1 — March 1

Bobcats and otters may be taken by rifle, shot-
gun, pistol, muzzleloader, air gun, crossbow
or bow.

Bag limits: No limit on bobcats or otters

Rabbits, wild hogs,
raccoons, opossums,
skunks, nutrias,
beavers and coyotes

may be taken year round by rifle, shotgun,
pistol, muzzleloader, air gun, crossbow or bow.

Daily bag limits: 12 rabbits. No limits on other
species.

Possession limits: 24 rabbits. No limits on
other species.

Archery season — Only bows may be used.

Crossbow season — Only crossbows and bows
may be used.

Muzzleloading gun season — Only muzzle-
loaders, crossbows and bows may be used. Only
muzzleloading guns designed to have projec-
tiles (bullets) loaded through the muzzle and
fired by wheel lock, flintlock, percussion cap
or centerfire primer (including 209 primers)
may be used. Muzzleloading guns designed to
allow accelerant (gun powder) to be loaded at
the breech may be used during muzzleloading
gun seasons.

General gun season — Centerfire rifles, shot-
guns, centerfire pistols, muzzleloaders, pre-
charged pneumatic air guns, crossbows and
bows may be used.

@ Youth deer hunt weekend — Youth
15-years-old and younger can harvest
any deer except spotted fawn, but youth
must be supervised by an adult, 18 years
or older. Youth may use any legal method
of take (including dogs) for deer, with a
limit of 1 deer for the weekend that counts
towards the youth’s annual statewide bag
limit. This weekend does not apply to wild-
life management areas.

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

@ Fall and spring turkey seasons — Shot-
guns, rifles, pre-charged pneumatic air
guns, pistols, muzzleloaders, crossbows
or bows may be used.

© Youth turkey hunt weekend — Youth
15-years-old and younger can harvest
turkey, but youth must be supervised by
an adult, 18 years or older. However, adult
supervisors with a hunting license and
turkey permit can “call in” the turkey and
otherwise participate in the hunt, but they
cannot shoot or shoot at turkey.
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DEER MANAGEMENT UNITS (DMUs)

DMU-D2

Antler regulations and antlerless deer season
To be legal to take, all antlered deer (deer with at least one antler 5 inches
or longer) must have an antler with 1) at least 3 points with each point
measuring one inch or more OR 2) a main beam length of 10 inches or
more. Hunters 16 years of age and older may not take during any season
or by any method an antlered deer not meeting this criteria. As part
of their annual statewide antlered deer bag limit, youth 15-years-old
and younger may harvest 1 deer annually not meeting antler criteria
but having at least 1 antler 5 inches or more in length.
Antlerless deer are deer that do not have antlers or have antlers less
than 5 inches in length. It is illegal to take spotted fawns. -
Antlerless deer season on private lands: During general gun season
Nov. 25-26, Dec. 16-17 and Dec. 30-31. During muzzleloading gun
season Dec. 2-3.

DMU-D1

Antler regulations and antlerless deer season
To be legal to take, all antlered deer (deer with at least one antler 5 inches
or longer) must have an antler with at least 2 points with each point
measuring one inch or more. Hunters 16 years of age and older may not
take during any season or by any method an antlered deer not meeting
this criteria. As part of their annual statewide antlered deer bag limit,
youth 15-years-old and younger may harvest 1 deer annually not meet-
ing antler criteria but having at least 1 antler 5 inches or more in length.
Antlerless deer are deer that do not have antlers or have antlers less
than 5 inches in length. It is illegal to take spotted fawns.
Antlerless deer season on private lands is Nov. 25-26 and Dec. 30-31.

DMU-B1

Antler regulations and antlerless deer season
To be legal to take, all antlered deer (deer with at least one antler 5 inches
or longer) must have an antler with 1) at least 3 points with each point
measuring one inch or more OR 2) a main beam length of 10 inches or
more. Hunters 16 years of age and older may not take during any season
or by any method an antlered deer not meeting this criteria. As part
of their annual statewide antlered deer bag limit, youth 15-years-old
and younger may harvest 1 deer annually not meeting antler criteria
but having at least 1 antler 5 inches or more in length.

Antlerless deer are deer that do not have antlers or have antlers
less than 5 inches in length. It is illegal to take spotted fawns.

Antlerless deer season on private lands is Dec. 29-31.
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DMU-C3
Antler regulations and antlerless deer season
To be legal to take, all antlered deer (deer with at least one antler 5 inches
or longer) must have an antler with at least 2 points with each point
measuring one inch or more. Hunters 16 years of age and older may not
take during any season or by any method an antlered deer not meeting
this criteria. As part of their annual statewide antlered deer bag limit,
youth 15-years-old and younger may harvest 1 deer annually not meet-
ing antler criteria but having at least 1 antler 5 inches or more in length.
Antlerless deer are deer that do not have antlers or have antlers less
than 5 inches in length. It is illegal to take spotted fawns.
Antlerless deer season on private lands is Nov. 17-19.

DM U'c4, c5’ cs
Antler regulations and antlerless deer season
To be legal to take, all antlered deer (deer with at least one antler 5 inches
or longer) must have an antler with 1) at least 3 points with each point
measuring one inch or more OR 2) a main beam length of 10 inches or
more. Hunters 16 years of age and older may not take during any season
or by any method an antlered deer not meeting this criteria. As part of
their annual statewide antlered deer bag limit, youth 15-years-old and
younger may harvest 1 deer annually not meeting antler criteria but
having at least 1 antler 5 inches or more in length.

Antlerless deer are deer that do not have antlers or have antlers less
than 5 inches in length. It is illegal to take spotted fawns.

DMU-C4
Antlerless deer season on private lands is Nov. 17-20.

DMU-C5

Antlerless deer season on private lands: During muzzleloading gun
season Oct. 21-22, and during general gun season Nov. 4-5 and
Nov. 18-19.

DMU-Ce6
Antlerless deer season on private lands is Nov. 17-20.
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DMU-C1, C2
Antler regula’tions and antlerless deer season
To be legal to take, all antlered deer (deer with at least one antler 5 inches
or longer) must have an antler with 1) at least 3 points with each point
measuring one inch or more OR 2) a main beam length of 10 inches or
more. Hunters 16 years of age and older may not take during any season
or by any method an antlered deer not meeting this criteria. As part
of their annual statewide antlered deer bag limit, youth 15-years-old
and younger may harvest 1 deer annually not meeting antler criteria
but having at least 1 antler 5 inches or more in length.

Antlerless deer are deer that do not have antlers or have antlers less
than 5 inches in length. It is illegal to take spotted fawns.

DMU-C1
Antlerless deer season on private lands is Nov. 17-20.

DMU-C2
Antlerless deer season on private lands is Nov. 17-19.

DMU-A3

Antler regulations and antlerless deer season
To be legal to take, all antlered deer (deer with at least one antler 5 inches
or longer) must have an antler with 1) at least 3 points with each point
measuring one inch or more OR 2) a main beam length of 10 inches or
more. Hunters 16 years of age and older may not take during any season
or by any method an antlered deer not meeting this criteria. As part
of their annual statewide antlered deer bag limit, youth 15-years-old
and younger may harvest 1 deer annually not meeting antler criteria
but having at least 1 antler 5 inches or more in length.

Antlerless deer are deer that do not have antlers or have antlers less
than 5 inches in length. It is illegal to take spotted fawns.

Antlerless deer season on private lands is Nov. 18-21.

Antler Examples

Antlerless deer
Without antlers or antlers
less than 5 inches

5 inches

2 points-on-a-side antlered deer
At least one antler with 2 points,
each point 1 inch or more in length

3 points-on-a-side antlered deer
At least one antler with 3 points,
each point 1 inch or more in length

10-inch main beam antlered deer
At least one main beam 10 inches
or more in length

DMU-A1, A2

Taking ANY d:eer in the Florida Keys is prohibited.

Antler regulations and antlerless deer season

To be legal to take, all antlered deer (deer with at least one antler 5 inches

or longer) must have an antler with at least 2 points with each point

measuring one inch or more. Hunters 16 years of age and older may not

take during any season or by any method an antlered deer not meeting

this criteria. As part of their annual statewide antlered deer bag limit,

youth 15-years-old and younger may harvest 1 deer annually not meeting

antler criteria but having at least 1 antler 5 inches or more in length.
Antlerless deer are deer that do not have antlers or have antlers less

than 5 inches in length. It is illegal to take spotted fawns.

DMU-A1
Antlerless deer may not be taken.

DMU-A2
Antlerless deer season on private
lands is Nov. 18-19. No antlerless
deer may be taken in Collier County
south of I-75 during these dates.
Note: Taking ANY deer in that
portion of Collier County lying
south of S.R. 84 (I-75), west of S.R.
29, north of U.S. 41 and east of the
western boundary of Fakahatchee
Strand State Preserve is prohibited.

Hi-PointFirearms.com
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MIGRATORY BIRD HUNTING REGULATIONS

2023-2024 Florida Migratory Bird Hunting Season Dates and Bag Limits

Seasons and dates may not apply to wildlife management areas.

Aug. 12 - Oct. 29 (Sat. & Sun. only)
Nov. 11 - Feb. 18

Crow *

Rail (King and clapper)
Rail (Sora and Virginia)

Common gallinule (moorhen)

Canada goose ()

Duck ()

Dove (Mourning and white-winged)

Snipe

Coot

Light geese (Snow, blue and Ross’) ()

Merganser (Common, red-breasted,
hooded) ()

Woodcock
Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days

Veterans and Military Waterfowl
Hunting Days

Sept. 1 - Nov. 9

Sept. 1 - Nov. 9

Sept. 1 - Nov. 9
Sept.2-24
Nov. 18 - 26

Dec. 1 - Jan. 30

Sept. 16 - 20 (teal and wood duck only)
Sept. 21 - 24 (teal only)

Nov. 18 - 26

Dec. 9 - Jan. 28

Sept. 23 - Oct. 15
Nov. 11 - Dec. 3
Dec. 19 - Jan. 31
Nov. 1 - Feb. 15

Nov. 18 - 26
Dec. 9 - Jan. 28
Nov. 18 - 26
Dec. 9 - Jan. 28
Nov. 18 - 26
Dec. 9 - Jan. 28
Dec. 18 - Jan. 31
Nov. 11 and Feb. 10

Feb.3 -4

No limit

15
25]
15

6 (of which only 2 can be wood ducks)
6

6 ducks, including no more than 4
mallards (of which only 2 can be female),
4 sea ducks (of which no more than 3
may be scoters, long-tailed ducks, or
eiders and no more than 1 may be a

female eider), 3 wood ducks, 2 redheads,

2 black ducks, 2 canvasbacks, 1 pintail,
1 mottled duck (Florida duck) and 1
fulvous whistling-duck. 1 scaup from

Nov. 18-26 and Dec. 9 - Jan. 8, 2 scaup

from Jan. 9-28 and during Youth and
Veteran/Military hunt days.

15

15

15

Must have migratory bird permit (no cost) as well as hunting license to hunt all above listed species, except crow.

Shooting hours: One-half hour before sunrise until sunset, unless otherwise noted

Taking or attempting to take harlequin ducks, brant and purple gallinule is prohibited.

No limit

45
75
45

15

3 times the daily bag
18

3 times the daily bag

45

24

45

No limit

15

9

*%

@ Must have $5 Florida waterfowl permit and $28.50 Federal duck stamp in addition to hunting license and migratory bird permit when hunting waterfowl.

* Shooting hours is one-half hour before sunrise until one-half hour after sunset. No hunting license or permit is required.

**  Only youth 15-years-old and younger are allowed to hunt ducks, light geese, Canada geese, mergansers, coots and common gallinules (moorhens), while supervised by
a non-hunting adult 18-years-old or older. Bag and possession limits for each species are listed in the above table.

*** Only veterans or members of the Armed Forces on active duty, including members of the National Guard and Reserves are allowed to hunt ducks, light geese, Canada

geese, mergansers, coots and common gallinules (moorhens). Bag and possession limits for each species are listed in the above table.

Limited hunting days:

In Leon County and on Lake Miccosukee, waterfowl hunting is permitted only on Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays during the Regular Duck Season (Nov. 18 - 26 and

Dec. 9 - Jan. 28) and on Nov. 23-24, Dec. 25-26, Jan. 1-2 and 15. However, Lake Talquin and the Ochlockonee River are open to hunting every day during the Regular Duck
Season. During open seasons, hunting ducks, geese and coots is permitted only on Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays in the state waters of the Gulf of Mexico in Hernando
County north of Raccoon Point and east of Saddle Key as designated by posted signs.

Special regulations for Leon County and Lake Miccosukee:

Boat motor restrictions - During Regular Duck Season (Nov. 18 - 26 and Dec. 9 - Jan. 28), the use of internal combustion engines is prohibited on Lake lamonia (except as
authorized by permit from the Executive Director) and Carr Lake. The use of internal combustion engines of more than 10 horsepower on Lake Miccosukee is also prohibited dur-
ing these dates. However, internal combustion motors and airboats may be used on these lakes during the September Duck Season and during the Youth and Veterans/Military

waterfowl days.

Duck blinds - It is illegal to hunt from or within 30 yards of a permanent duck blind on Lake Miccosukee, and lakes lamonia, Jackson and Carr. The use of temporary duck blinds,
including those made with vegetation, that are removed at the end of each hunt is allowed.
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2023-2024 Migratory
bird hunting regulations

Daily bag limit: The maximum number of
migratory game birds of a single species or
combination (aggregate) of species permit-
ted to be taken by one person in any one day
during the open season in any one specified
geographic area for which a daily bag limit is
prescribed.

Possession limit: The maximum number of
migratory game birds of a single species or a
combination of species permitted to be pos-
sessed by any one person when lawfully taken
in the United States in any one specified geo-
graphic area for which a possession limit is
prescribed.

Dressing: No person shall completely field
dress any migratory game birds (except doves)
and transport them from the field. The head or
one fully feathered wing must remain attached
to all such birds while being transported from
the field to one's home or processing facility.

Personal abode: One’s principal or ordinary
home or dwelling place, as distinguished from
one’s temporary or transient place of abode or
dwelling such as a hunting club, or any club
house, cabin, tent or trailer house used as a hunt-
ing club, or any hotel, motel or rooming house
used during a hunting, pleasure or business trip.

YOURSOURCEFOR

RECREATIONAL ‘ HUNTING

P R O P

Tagging requirement: No person shall put or
leave any migratory game birds at any place
(other than at a personal abode), or in the
custody of another person for picking, clean-
ing, processing, shipping, transportation, or
storage (including temporary storage), or for
the purpose of having taxidermy services per-
formed, unless such birds have a tag attached,
signed by the hunter, stating his or her address,
the total number and species of birds, and the
date such birds were harvested. Migratory
game birds being transported in any vehicle
as the personal baggage of the possessor shall
not be considered as being in storage or tem-
porary storage.

Custody of birds of another: No person shall
receive or have in custody any migratory game
birds belonging to another person unless such
birds are properly tagged

Transportation of birds of another: No
person shall transport migratory game birds
belonging to another person unless such birds
are properly tagged.

Wanton waste of migratory game birds:
No person shall kill or cripple any migratory
game bird without making a reasonable effort
to retrieve the bird, and retain it in his or her
actual custody, at the place where taken or
between that place and either (a) an automobile
or principal means of land transportation; or

E R T

Report Duck Bands!

Please report any banded duck or
other migratory bird that you shoot to
ReportBand.gov.

Band recovery information ensures
good management and continued
hunting opportunities.

Photo courtesy Eric Orlando

(b) a personal abode or temporary or tran-
sient place of lodging; or (c) a migratory bird
preservation facility; or (d) a post office; or (e)
a common carrier facility.

E

REALTREE

UNITED COUNTRY

HUNTING PROPERTIES

Realtree United Country Hunting Properties is the nation’s leading hunting and lifestyle real estate company,
providing a level of expertise, knowledge and an advertising reach that is simply unmatched in the hunting world.

BILLION IN

'5

HUNTING

PROPERTY

BILLION IN

LAND

SALES

TURN YOUR PASSION
INTO A PROPERTY

877.232.9687
RealtreeUC.com

*Companywide sales 2022
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PINE SEEDLINGS with NUTRA GUARD

available exclusively from

MEEKS'’

FARMS & NURSERY, INC.

Unique and proprietary blend
of controlled release fertilizers
incorporated into the growing
media

NUTRA GUARD
plugs are loaded with
12 essential elements

12-14 months release cycle
providing your seedlings an
important jump start in the
transition from nursery to
newly planted forest

NUTRA GUARD uses
encapsulated CRF released as
a function of time/temperature

MEEKS’

FARMS & NURSERY, INC.

Meeks’ Farms & Nursery, Inc., Kite, GA
Sales 877.809.1737

REGIONAL SALES:
Pensacola, FL 850.572.3932
Holly Ridge, NC 910.512.1743
Swainsboro, GA 478.455.0808

Unlawful means and methods

No persons shall take migratory game birds:

m With a trap, snare, net, rifle, pistol, swivel gun, shotgun larger than
10 gauge, punt gun, battery gun, machine gun, fish hook, poison,
drug, explosive, or stupefying substance

m With a shotgun of any description capable of holding more than three
shells, unless it is plugged with a one-piece filler, incapable of removal
without disassembling the gun, so its total capacity does not exceed
three shells

m From or by means, aid, or use of a sinkbox or any other type of low
floating device, having a depression affording the hunter a means of
concealment beneath the surface of the water

m From or by means, aid, or use of any motor vehicle, motor-driven
land conveyance, or aircraft of any kind, except that paraplegics and
persons missing one or both legs may take from any stationary motor
vehicle or stationary motor-driven land conveyance

m From or by means of any motorboat or other craft having a motor
attached, or any sailboat, unless the motor has been completely shut
off and/or the sails furled, and its progress there from has ceased

m By the use or aid of live birds as decoys; although not limited to, it
shall be a violation of this paragraph for any person to take migratory
waterfowl on an area where tame or captive live ducks or geese are
present unless such birds are and have been for a period of 10 con-
secutive days prior to such taking, confined within an enclosure
which substantially reduces the audibility of their calls and totally
conceals such birds from the sight of wild migratory waterfowl

m By the use or aid of recorded or electrically amplified bird calls or
sounds, or recorded or electrically amplified imitations of bird calls or
sounds. This restriction does not apply during dates States haves
selected under the Conservation Order for light geese (i.e. greater and
lesser snow and Ross’s geese) or those selected for the control of resident
Canada geese. Taking or attempting to take any game species in Florida
with recorded game calls or sounds is prohibited (68A-12.002).

m By means or aid of any motor driven land, water, or air conveyance,
or any sailboat used for the purpose of or resulting in the concentrat-
ing, driving, rallying, or stirring up of any migratory bird

m By the aid of baiting, or on or over any baited area, where a person
knows or reasonably should know that the area is or has been baited

Nontoxic shot

No person may take ducks, geese or coots while possessing shot (either
shellshots or as loose shot for muzzleloading) other than approved
non-toxic shot. For a list of approved non-toxic shot see https://www.
ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-20#p-20.21(j)(1).

If you have any questions about migratory bird regulations, call the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission at 850-488-5878.

For information on federal hunting regulations or violations, contact
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service special agents: Groveland 352-429-1037;
Ft. Myers 239-561-8144; Miami 305-526-2610; Vero Beach 772-469-
4224 or Tallahassee 850-925-6121.


https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-20#p-20.21(j)(1)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-20#p-20.21(j)(1)
http://www.meeksfarms-nurserys.com
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FURBEARER REGULATIONS

Seasons, dates and bag limits do not apply to wildlife management areas.

Furbearer regulations

m Bobcat and otter may be trapped statewide
Dec. 1 — March 1. No bag limits.

m Raccoon, opossum, coyote, beaver, skunk
and nutria may be trapped statewide year
round. No bag limits.

m Minks, Everglades minks, weasels and
round-tailed muskrats cannot be taken or
possessed.

License requirements

A furbearer trapping license ($26.50) is required:

m When taking or attempting to take furbear-
ing animals using traps or snares.

m To sell the pelts to licensed fur dealers or
meat of furbearing animals, whether taken
by trap, snare or gun.

Rogue Eye Photography

Methods of take

Furbearers may be taken with guns (including
air guns), live traps, snares (including power
snares) and recorded game calls. Live traps and
snares must be checked every 24 hours. Hunt-
ing raccoons or opossums at night is allowed,
but only .22-caliber rimfire firearms (other
than .22-magnums) or single-shot .410-gauge
shotguns (using shot not larger than size 6)
may be used.

Prohibited

The use of steel leg-hold traps, dog-proof rac-
coon traps and body-grip (conibear) traps is
prohibited, exc